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A Phonetic lexical Study of the Metathesis and Transposition in the
Contemporary Bulayy’s Bedouin Tribe

Dr. Sa’ad bin Hammad Al-*Usbany Al-Balawi

Assistant Professor, Department of Linguistics, College of Arabic
Language, Islamic University of Madinah

Abstract:

The research dealt with Metathesis and Substitution occurs in some
words in the Badiah of the contemporary Baili Tribe, located between the
governorates of Al-‘Ula and Al-Wajh. This applied research is prefaced
with two sections, First: an overview of the study environment and the
tribe. Second: the Arab linguists' interpretation of the phenomena of
Metathesis and Substitution and their views on them.

The applied study is divided into two Sections: the first one is about
Substitution, and the Second one is about Metathesis. The research studied
sixty-two words, including forty-three words in Substitution, and nineteen
words in Metathesis, through the application of a lexical-phonetic
approach and depending on the descriptive-analytical methodology.
Hence, all words are returned to their roots, linked to their lexical
meanings, and then the correct one is indicated. Besides, the reason behind
the Substitution that occurred in each word is explained in terms of the
sound's articulation, manners, and the interpretations given by the ancient
and contemporary linguists.

The research has shown that the reason for Substitution in the majority
of words is due to the closeness of the sound's articulation or to their share
of some manners. Meanwhile, the lexical meanings of all the words under
study have not changed. This is because of its distance from urban
influences. The research also reveals that Metathesis and Substitution have
an effect in blurring access to the origin of the lexical item when searching
for it. The research depends on the descriptive approach.

Keywords: Metathesis, Substitution Dialects, Phonology, The Bailt Tribe.
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