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Semantics among linguists and exegetes, approaches and

objectives

Prof. Hamdi Sultan Hassan Ahmed
Department of Grammar, Morphology and Jurisprudence of
Language — College of Arabic Language

Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

This research is concerned with the semantics of words and their connection to the
exegesis of the Holy Quran, which takes on a dimension that cannot be overlooked
or ignored, namely the religious or legal dimension. It is a complex dimension that
requires all of us to stand on some of its main features, and to determine the
difference between the task of the linguist and the task of the exegete, while recalling
some of the overlooked data, and clarifying some concepts related to approaches and
objectives and reminding of their importance.

The research adopted the descriptive approach, with the help of the comparative
approach, to reach the targeted results, the most important of which were: The
research determined that everything said in the field of phonetic meaning by al-
Khalil, sybwyhi, Ibn jnni and others are based on personal thoughts and
psychological suggestions, and this thought has no basis to be built upon, hence the
difference regarding phonetic meaning. The research revealed the reasons related to
the semantics of words and their effect on the difference in exegeses, the research
also identified some of the reasons for the semantic deviation in the interpretation
of the verses of the Holy Qur’an resulting from immersion in philosophical and
logical theories or sectarian tendencies or otherwise .

The research recommends paying more attention to the study of the semantics of
words from this interdisciplinary aspect, and identifying semantic deviations,
whether related to semantics, the syntactic, or sharia.

key words: Semantics - Words - Linguistic - Exegesis - Approaches —
Obhectives
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* Studies in the jurisprudence of language, al-Salih, Dr. Subhi Ibrahim (died: 1407 AH),
publisher: Dar al-1Im lil-Malayin, edition: 1 1379 AH - 1960 AD.

* Al-Durr Al-Manthur fi Al-Tafsir bi Al-Ma'thur, Al-Suyuti, Abd Al-Rahman bin Abi Bakr,
Jalal Al-Din (died: 911 AH), publisher: Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut.

* The Quranic Implications in the Vocabulary of the Quran by Al-Raghib Al-Isfahani,
presentation and discussion, Jabal, Dr. Muhammad Hasan Hasan, 2nd edition, 1422
AH =2001 AD.

¢ The Diwan of Imru Al-Qais, Imru Al-Qais bin Hajar bin Al-Harith Al-Kindi, from Bani
Akl Al-Marar (died: 545 AD), edited by: Abd Al-Rahman Al-Mustawi, publisher: Dar
Al-Ma'rifah, Beirut, second edition, 1425 AH - 2004 AD.

¢ The Diwan of Amer bin Al-Tufayl; Explanation of Muhammad bin Al-Qasim Abu Bakr
bin Al-Anbari (d. 328 AH), (printed by Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1382 AH - 1962 AD).

* Diwan of Labid bin Rabi'ah Al-Amiri, Dar Sadir, Beirut, undated.

* Diwan of Al-Namir bin Tawlab Al-Akli, compiled, explained and verified by: Dr.
Muhammad Nabil Tarefi, published by Dar Sadir, Beirut, first edition 2000 AD.

* Letters on Wisdom and Physics, by Ibn Sina, first edition, Al-Jawa'ib edition, year 1298.

* Ruh Al-Ma'ani in the Interpretation of the Noble Qur'an and the Seven Mathani, Al-Alusi,
Shihab Al-Din Mahmoud bin Abdullah Al-Hussaini (died: 1270 AH), verified by: Ali
Abdul Bari Attia, publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-1imiyyah, Beirut, first edition, 1415 AH.

* Zad al-Masir fi llm al-Tafsir, al-Jawzi, Jamal al-Din Abu al-Faraj Abd al-Rahman ibn Ali
ibn Muhammad (died: 597 AH), editor: Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, publisher: Dar al-
Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut, edition: 1, 1422 AH.

* Zahr al-Adab wa-Thamar al-Albab, al-Qayrawani, Ibrahim ibn Ali ibn Tamim al-Ansari,
Abu Ishaqg al-Husri (died: 453 AH), publisher: Dar al-Jeel, Beirut.

 Zahrat al-Tafasir, Abu Zuhra, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Mustafa ibn Ahmad al-Ma'ruf
(died: 1394 AH), publisher: Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi.

* Shams al-Ulum wa-Dawaa Kalam al-Arab min al-Kalum, al-Himyari, Nashwan ibn Saeed
al-Yemeni (died: 573 AH), editor: Dr. Hussein ibn Abdullah al-Omari, Mutahhar ibn
Ali al-Iryani, Dr. Youssef Muhammad Abdullah, Publisher: Dar Al-Fikr Al-Mu'aser
(Beirut, Lebanon), Dar Al-Fikr (Damascus, Syria), Edition: 1, 1420 AH - 1999 AD.

» Al-Sawa'iq Al-Mursala in response to the Jahmites and Mu'attilah, by Ibn Qayyim Al-
Jawziyya, Muhammad bin Abi Bakr bin Ayyub bin Saad Shams Al-Din (died: 751
AH), Investigator: Ali bin Muhammad Al-Dakhil Allah, Publisher: Dar Al-Asimah,
Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Edition: 1, 1408 AH.

« Al-Taraz for the Secrets of Eloquence and the Sciences of the Truths of Miracles, Al-
Alawi, Yahya bin Hamza bin Ali bin Ibrahim, Al-Hussaini Al-Talibi, nicknamed Al-
Mu’ayyad Billah (died: 745 AH), Publisher: Al-Nasiri Library, Beirut, Edition: 1, 1423
AH. * The Throne and What Was Narrated About It, by Ibn Abi Shaybah (Abu Ja'far
Muhammad ibn “Uthman ibn Abi Shaybah al-"Absi (died: 297 AH), Investigator:
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Muhammad ibn Khalifa ibn “Ali al-Tamimi, Publisher: Maktabat al-Rushd, Riyadh,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Edition: First, 1418 AH/1998 AD.

 Al-"lqd al-Farid, lbn “"Abd Rabbih al-Andalusi, Abu “Umar, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn “Abd Rabbih ibn Habib ibn Hudayr ibn Salim (died: 328 AH),
Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-"IImiyyah - Beirut, Edition: 1, 1404 AH.

* Semantics, ‘Umar, Dr. Ahmad Mukhtar, Alam al-Kutub Edition, Cairo, Edition: 5, Year:
1998 AD.

* Linguistics: An Introduction to the Arab Reader, Al-Sa'ran, Dr. Mahmoud, Publisher: Dar
al-Fikr al-"Arabi, Edition: 2nd Edition, Cairo 1997 AD.

* The Pillar of the Preservers in the Interpretation of the Most Noble Words, As-Samin al-
Halabi, Abu al-Abbas, Shihab al-Din, Ahmad ibn Yusuf ibn Abd al-Da’im (died: 756
AH), Investigator: Muhammad Basil Aytn al-Std, Publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-
limiyyah, Edition: 1, 1417 AH - 1996 AD.

* Al-Ayn, Al-Farahidi, Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Khalil ibn Ahmad ibn Amr ibn Tamim al-
Basri (died: 170 AH), Investigator: Dr. Mahdi al-Makhztmi, Dr. Ibrahim al-Samarra’i,
Publisher: Dar and Library of Al-Hilal.

* The Ultimate Goal in the Classes of Readers, by Ibn al-Jazari (Shams al-Din Abu al-Khair
Ibn al-Jazari, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Yusuf (d. 833 AH), publisher: lbn
Taymiyyah Library, edition: first published in 1351 AH by J. Bergstrasser.

» The Wonders of Interpretation and the Marvels of Interpretation, al-Kirmani, Mahmoud
ibn Hamza ibn Nasr, Abu al-Qasim Burhan al-Din, known as Taj al-Qurra (died:
around 505 AH), publishing house: Dar al-Qibla for Islamic Culture, Jeddah, Quranic
Sciences Foundation, Beirut.

« Fath al-Rahman in the Interpretation of the Quran, al-Aleemi, Mujir al-Din ibn
Muhammad al-Maqdisi al-Hanbali (died: 927 AH), edited, verified and graded by: Nur
al-Din Talib, publisher: Dar al-Nawadir (publications of the Ministry of Endowments
and Religious Affairs Islamic - Department of Islamic Affairs), Edition: 1, 1430 AH -
2009 AD.

« Fath Al-Qadeer, Al-Shawkani, Muhammad bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-
Yemeni (died: 1250 AH), Publisher: Dar Ibn Kathir, Dar Al-Kalim Al-Tayeb,
Damascus, Beirut, Edition: 1, 1414 AH.

* Linguistic Issues in Al-Misbah Al-Munir by Al-Fayyumi, Hassan, Dr. Abdul-Moneim
Abdullah, 1st edition, 1414 AH = 1994 AD.

* The Book, Sibawayh, Amr bin Othman bin Qanbar Al-Harithi by allegiance, Abu Bishr
(died: 180 AH), Investigator: Abdul-Salam Muhammad Harun, Publisher: Al-Khanji
Library, Cairo, Edition: 3, 1408 AH - 1988 AD.

* A book on the languages of the Qur’an, Al-Farra’, Abu Zakariya Yahya bin Ziyad bin
Abdullah bin Manzur Al-Daylami (died: 207 AH), edited and corrected by: Jabir bin
Abdullah Al-Sari’, year of publication: 1435 AH.

* Al-Kashshaf ‘an Haqa’iq Ghamadih Al-Tanzil, Al-Zamakhshari, Abu Al-Qasim
Mahmoud bin Amr bin Ahmed, Jar Allah (died: 538 AH), publisher: Dar Al-Kitab Al-
Arabi, Beirut, edition: 3 - 1407 AH.

+ Al-Kashf and Al-Bayan ‘an Tafsir Al-Qur’an, Al-Tha’labi, Abu Ishaq Ahmed bin Ibrahim
(died: 427 AH), investigation: a number of researchers, publisher: Dar Al-Tafsir,
Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, edition: 1, 1436 AH - 2015 AD.

* Lubab al-Nuqul fi Asbab al-Nuzul, al-Suyuti, Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din
(died: 911 AH), edited and corrected by: Professor Ahmed Abd al-Shafi, publisher:
Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon.

« Lisan al-Arab, lbn Manzur, Muhammad ibn Makram ibn Ali, Abu al-Fadl, Jamal al-Din
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al-Ansari al-Ruwaifi’i al-Ifrigi (died: 711 AH), publisher: Dar Sadir, Beirut, edition:
3, 1414 AH.

- al-Lisan wa al-Insan, an introduction to the knowledge of language, Thaza, Dr. Hassan,
edition: al-Masry Press, no date.

* Lata’if al-Isharat = Tafsir al-Qushayri, al-Qushayri, Abd al-Karim ibn Hawazin ibn Abd
al-Malik (died: 465 AH), edited by: Ibrahim al-Basyouni, publisher: Egyptian General
Book Authority, Egypt, edition: 3.

 Al-Mubhtasib fi Tabyeen Shawadh Al-Qira'at wa Al-Idah Anha, Ibn Jinni, Abu Al-Fath
Uthman Al-Mawsili (died: 392 AH), Publisher: Ministry of Endowments, Supreme
Council for Islamic Affairs, Edition: 1420 AH - 1999 AD.

* Al-Muharrar Al-Wajeez fi Tafsir Al-Kitab Al-Aziz, Ibn Atiyah, Abu Muhammad Abdul
Haq bin Ghalib bin Abdul Rahman bin Tamam Al-Andalusi Al-Muharibi (died: 542
AH), Investigator: Abdul Salam Abdul Shafi Muhammad, Publisher: Dar Al-Kutub
Al-llmiyyah, Beirut, Edition: 1, 1422 AH.

* Al-Muhkam wa Al-Muhit Al-A'zam, Ibn Sidah, Abu Al-Hasan Ali bin Ismail Al-Mursi
[died: 458 AH], Investigator: Abdul Hamid Handawi, Publisher: Dar Al-Kutub Al-
Iimiyyah, Beirut, Edition: 1, 1421 AH - 2000 AD.

¢ (Madarik al-Tanzil wa Hagaiq al-Ta'wil) = Tafsir al-Nasafi, al-Nasafi, Abu al-Barakat
Abdullah bin Ahmad bin Mahmoud Hafiz al-Din (died: 710 AH), verified and his
hadiths were graduated by: Yusuf Ali Badawi, reviewed and introduced by: Muhyi al-
Din Dib Musto, publisher: Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, Beirut, edition: 1, 1419 AH - 1998
AD.

« al-Muzhir fi Ulum al-Lughah wa Anwa'iha, al-Suyuti, Abd al-Rahman bin Abi Bakr, Jalal
al-Din (died: 911 AH), verified by: Fuad Ali Mansour, publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-
Iimiyyah, Beirut, edition: 1, 1418 AH 1998 AD.

* The Rising Lights on the Authentic Hadiths, Ibn Ayyad, Ayyad bin Musa bin Ayyad bin
Amrun al-Yahsabi al-Sabti, Abu al-Fadl (died: 544 AH), Publishing House: Al-Atigah
Library and Dar al-Turath.

* Mishkat al-Anwar al-Hadimah li-Qawaid al-Baatiniyyah al-Ashrar, al-Alawi, Yahya bin
Hamza (d. 745 AH), investigation and introduction: Dr. Muhammad al-Sayyid al-
Halind, publisher: Dar al-Yemeniyyah, edition: 3, 1403 AH.

* Ma’alim al-Tanzil fi Tafsir al-Qur’an = Tafsir al-Baghawi, Muhyi al-Sunnah, Abu
Muhammad al-Husayn bin Mas’ud bin Muhammad bin al-Farra’ al-Baghawi al-Shafi’i
(d. 510 AH), investigation: Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, publisher: Dar lhya al-Turath al-
Arabi, Beirut, edition: 1, 1420 AH.

* The Meanings of the Qur’an, Al-Akhfash, (Abu Al-Hasan Al-Majashi’i by allegiance, Al-
Balkhi then Al-Basri, known as Al-Akhfash Al-Awsat (died: 215 AH), edited by: Dr.
Huda Mahmoud Qara’a, publisher: Al-Khanji Library, Cairo, edition: 1, 1411 AH -
1990 AD

* The Meanings of the Qur’an and its Syntax, author: Ibrahim bin Al-Sari bin Sahl, Abu
Ishaq Al-Zajjaj (died: 311 AH), edited by: Abdul Jalil Abdo Shalabi, publisher: Alam
Al-Kutub, Beirut, edition: 1 1408 AH - 1988 AD.

* The Dictionary and Meaning, Al-Tayyib, Dr. Eid Muhammad, published by Dar Asdaa
Al-Mujtama’ for Publishing and Distribution in Saudi Arabia, 2nd edition, 1425 AH -
2004 AD.

* Keys of the Unseen = The Great Interpretation, Fakhr Al-Din Al-Razi, Abu Abdullah
Muhammad bin Omar bin Al-Hassan bin Al-Hussein Al-Taymi Al-Razi, the preacher
of Rayy (died: 606 AH), publisher: Dar Ihya Al-Turath Al-Arabi, Beirut, edition: 3 -
1420 AH.

* Language Standards, Abu Al-Hussein, Ahmad bin Faris bin Zakariya Al-Qazwini Al-Razi
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(died: 395 AH), editor: Abdul Salam Muhammad Harun, publisher: Dar Al-Fikr, year
of publication: 1399 AH - 1979 AD.

« Introduction to the Principles of Interpretation, Ibn Taymiyyah, Taqgi Al-Din Abu Al-
Abbas Ahmad bin Abdul Halim bin Abdul Salam bin Abdullah bin Abi Al-Qasim bin
Muhammad Al-Harrani Al-Hanbali Al-Dimashqgi (died: 728 AH), publisher: Dar
Maktabat Al-Hayat, Beirut, Lebanon, edition: 1490 AH / 1980 AD.

« Al-Manar fi Ulum al-Quran with an Introduction to the Principles of Interpretation and its
Sources, Al-Hassan, Dr. Muhammad Ali, Publisher: Al-Risala Foundation, Beirut,
Edition: 1, 1421 AH - 2000 AD.

* Al-Munjad fi al-Lughah, Kara’ al-Naml, Ali bin Al-Hassan Al-Hana’i Al-Azdi, Abu Al-
Hassan (died: after 309 AH), Investigation: Dr. Ahmed Mukhtar Omar, Dr. Dahi
Abdul-Bagi, Publisher: Alam Al-Kutub, Cairo, Edition: 2, 1988 AD.

» Nathr Al-Durr fi Al-Muhadarat, Al-Abi, Mansour bin Al-Hussein Al-Razi, Abu Saad
(died: 421 AH), Investigator: Khaled Abdul-Ghani Mahfouz, Publisher: Dar Al-Kutub
Al-llmiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon, Edition: 1, 1424 AH - 2004 AD.

* Nafhat min Ulum al-Quran, Ma'bad, Muhammad Ahmad Muhammad (died: 1430 AH),
publisher: Dar al-Salam, Cairo, edition: 2,: 1426 AH - 2005 AD.

« Al-Nukt wa al-Uyoun = Tafsir al-Mawardi, al-Mawardi, Abu al-Hasan Ali bin
Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Habib al-Basri al-Baghdadi (died: 450 AH),
researcher: Sayyid Ibn Abd al-Magsud bin Abd al-Rahim, publisher: Dar al-Kutub al-
limiyyah, Beirut, n.d.

* Guidance to Reaching the End in the Science of the Meanings of the Qur’an and its
Interpretation, its Rulings, and a Collection of the Arts of its Sciences, Al-Qaysi, Abu
Muhammad Makki bin Abi Talib Hamoush bin Muhammad bin Mukhtar (died: 437
AH), Investigation: A number of researchers, Publisher: The Book and Sunnah
Research Group, College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, University of Sharjah, Edition:
1, 1429 AH - 2008 AD.

* Description of the Arabic Language Semantically in Light of the Concept of Central
Meaning: A Study on Meaning and Shades of Meaning, Ali, Dr. Muhammad
Muhammad Yunus, Tripoli (Lebanon): Al-Fateh University Publications, 1993 AD.
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