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The Different Meanings of '""ma" (what) Between Negation and Affirmation in
the Holy Quran: Collection and Study
Prof. Bandar bin Salim Al Sharari
Department of Quran and its Sciences - College of Fundamentals of Religion,
Imam Muhammad lbn Saud Islamic University
Abstract
Research Topic: The Different Meanings of "ma" Between Negation and Affirmation
in the Holy Quran: Collection and Study
Research Obijectives and Significance

1- Compiling a specific type of disagreement into one place for easy access, as
one of the objectives of compilation is to gather scattered information.
2-  Studying these instances and clarifying the different interpretations of them.
Research Methodology
1- The researcher collected the verses in which there is disagreement about the
meaning of "ma" (what).
2-  The researcher studied the verses and explained the different interpretations of
them.
3- The researcher exerted effort to prioritize what he thought was the stronger
opinion and to correct what he thought was most likely correct, based on the
principles and rules of Quran interpretation.
4-  The researcher did not delve into the details of the disagreement due to the
nature of the research.
5-  The researcher did not clarify the meaning of some of the individual words in
the verses under study, as the study focused on determining whether "ma"
should be interpreted as negation or affirmation.
6- The researcher wrote the research paper according to the general rules and
accepted customs of Shariah research in terms of attribution, quoting verses,
and authenticating hadiths.
Key Findings
1- The number of instances collected and studied by the researcher was twenty-
four.
2- The disagreement in the meanings of "ma" includes some cases that fall
within the scope of affirmation and others that fall within the scope of
negation.
3- The disagreement in the meaning of "ma" between negation and affirmation
has a significant impact on the meaning of the verse.
4-  One of the effects of the disagreement in the meaning of "ma" is the
disagreement in its grammatical position.
5-  Another effect of the disagreement in the meaning of "ma" is the
disagreement in stopping and starting.
6- Many of the interpretations are based on grammatical possibilities presented
by grammarians and are not attributed to any of the predecessors.
7-  Affirmation in "ma" occurs in relative nouns, infinitives, and redundant "ma".
8- Negation occurs in negative and interrogative "ma".
Keywords: ‘MAs’ — Disputed — Negation - Affirmation.
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Andalust al-Qurtubrt al-Maliki (al-mutawaffa: 437 AH), al-
muhaqqiqg: majmu‘ah Rasa’il jami‘lyah bi-Kulliyat al-Dirasat al-
‘Ulya wa-al-Bahth al-‘lIlm1 - Jami‘at al-Shariqah, bi-ishraf U. D:
al-Shahid al-Bashaykht, al-Nashir: majma‘ah Buhath al-Kitab
wa-al-sunna AH - Kulliyat al-shari‘ah wa-al-Dirasat al-Islamiya
AH - Jami‘at al-Sharigah, al-Tab‘ah: al-ala, 1429 AH - 2008 AD.

al-Wujah wa-al-naza’ir li-Abt Hilal al-‘AskarT (m‘tzly) al-mu’allif:
Abu Hilal al-Hasan ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Sahl ibn Sa“id ibn Yahy3a
ibn Mahran al-‘Askart (t Nahwa 395 AH), haggagahu wa-‘allaga
‘alayhi: Muhammad ‘Uthman, al-Nashir: Maktabat al-Thaqgafah
al-dintyah, al-Qahirah, al-Tab‘ah: al-ula, 1428 AH - 2007 AD .
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