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Identifying the Temporal Ambiguities in the Qur'an through the Qur'an
and Sunnah
-An Applied Exegetical Study-

Dr Dr. Muhammad ibn Farhan ibn Shuleiwih Al- Hawamleh Ad-Dosari
Department Qur’an and its Sciences - Faculty Fundamentals of Religion

Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

Ambiguities in the Qur'an are a topic within the sciences of the Qur'an, and
some of these ambiguities relate to time. Since determining these ambiguities
relies solely on textual evidence, this study aims to identify the temporal
ambiguities in the Qur'an through both the Qur'an and Sunnah across the entire
Qur'anic text. The study utilizes the works on Qur'anic ambiguities, conducting a
comparative exegetical analysis. To achieve this, the research is divided into an
introduction that defines ambiguities and their importance, followed by three
chapters: the first focuses on ambiguous days and nights, the second on
ambiguous months, and the third on unspecified times. This study emphasizes
the presentation of views from both early and later exegetes, weighing their
arguments, and clarifying the reasoning behind the preferred interpretations

key words: Disagreement among exegetes, preference, evidence.
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Allah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Namri (d. 463 AH), edited by
Mustafa ibn Ahmad al-*Alawi and others, Wizarat ‘Umum al-Awqaf wa-1-
Shu’tn al-Islamiyya, Morocco.

Tahdhib al-Asma’ wa-I-Lughat by Yahya ibn Sharaf al-Nawawi (d. 676 AH),
published and revised by Shirka al-‘Ulama’ with the assistance of Idarat al-
Tiba‘a al-Maniriyya, Dar al-Kutub al- Timiyya, Beirut, Lebanon.
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Tahdhib al-Lugha by Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Azhari (d. 370 AH), edited by
Muhammad ‘Awad Mur‘ib, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 1st ed.,
2001 CE.

Al-Taysir fi al-Tafsir by Abt Hafs ‘Umar ibn Muhammad al-Nasafi (d. 537 AH),
edited by Mahir Adib Habbiuish and others, Dar al-Lubab, Istanbul, Turkey,
1st ed., 1440 AH/2019 CE.

Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Qur’an by Muhammad ibn Jarir al-TabarT (d.
310 AH), edited by ‘Abd Allah al-Turkl in cooperation with Markaz Hajr,
Cairo, 1st ed., 1422 AH/2001 CE.

Al-Jami* li-Ahkam al-Qur’an by Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi (d. 671
AH), edited by ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki and others,
Mu’assasat al-Risala, Beirut, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1427 AH/2006 CE.

Al-Hujja lil-Qurra’ al-Sab‘a by Abt ‘Ali al-Hasan ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-
Ghaffar al-Farisi (d. 377 AH), edited by Badr al-Din Qahwaji and Bashir
Juyajati, Dar al-Ma’ miin lil-Turath, Damascus, 1st ed., 1404 AH/1984 CE —
1413 AH/1993 CE.

Al-Durar al-Kamina by Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 AH), Majlis Da’irat al-
Ma'arif al-‘Uthmaniyya, edited by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Ma‘1d Khan,
Hyderabad, India, 2nd ed., 1392 AH/1972 CE.

Al-Durr al-Manthir fi al-Tafsir al-Ma’thiir by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr al-
Suyiitt (d. 911 AH), edited by ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki in
cooperation with Markaz Hajr, Cairo, 1st ed., 1424 AH/2003 CE.

Riah al-Maani fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim wa-I-Sab‘ al-Mathani by Mahmad al-
Alfist (d. 1270 AH), edited by ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Bari ‘Atiyya, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘[Imiyya, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1415 AH/1994 CE.

Zad al-Masir f1 ‘Ilm al-Tafs1r by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-
Jawzi (d. 597 AH), edited by ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Mahdi, Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1422 AH/2001 CE.

Sunan al-Tirmidhi by Muhammad ibn ‘Isa al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), edited and
annotated by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tit and others, Dar al-Risala al-*Alamiyya,
Syria, 1st ed., 1430 AH/2009 CE.

Sunan Abt Dawiid by Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Sijistant (d. 275 AH), edited,
annotated, and verified by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt and others, Dar Mu’assasat
al-Risala al-‘Alamiyya, special edition, 1430 AH/2009 CE.

Sunan Sa‘id ibn Mansiir (d. 227 AH), edited by Sa‘d ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz Al Humayd, Dar al-Sumay 1, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1414 AH/1993 CE —
1417 AH/1997 CE.

Al-Sunan al-Kubra by Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb al-Nasa'1 (d. 303 AH), edited by
‘Abd al-Ghaffar al-Bandari and Sayyid Kasrawi Hasan, Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Ilmiyya, Beirut, Lebanon, Ist ed., 1411 AH/1991 CE.

Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala’ by Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahab (d.
748 AH), edited by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’iit and others, Mu’assasat al-Risala,
Beirut, Lebanon, 11th ed., 1417 AH/1996 CE.

Sharh Mushkil al-Athar by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Salama al-Tahaw1 (d.
321 AH), edited by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’iit, Mu assasat al-Risala, Beirut,

e i) pglall Al
() s331) 2Y €80 Comy Ogmmndly (3U1 Suall



Lebanon, 1st ed., 1415 AH/1994 CE.

Sahih al-Bukhari by Muhammad ibn Isma ‘1l al-Bukhari (d. 256 AH), revised and
numbered by Mustafa Dib al-Bugha, published by Dar Ibn Kathir wa-I-
Yamama, 5th ed., 1414 AH/1993 CE.

Sahih al-Jami® al-Saghir wa-Ziyadatuh by Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albant (d.
1420 AH), al-Maktab al-Islami, 3rd ed., 1408 AH/1988 CE.

Sahth Sunan al-Tirmidhi by Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani (d. 1420 AH),
Maktabat al-Ma‘arif, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1420 AH/2000 CE.

Sahth Sunan Abi Dawiid by Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albant (d. 1420 AH),
Maktabat al-Ma ‘arif, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1419 AH/1998 CE.

Sahih Muslim by Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayr1 al-Naysabiir1 (d. 261 AH),
edited by the Research and Information Technology Center, Dar al-Ta’s1l,
Cairo, Egypt, 1st ed., 1435 AH/2014 CE.

Silat al-Jam‘ wa-‘A’id al-Tadhyil li-Mawsil Kitabay al-I‘lam wa-l-Takmil by
Muhammad ibn ‘Al1 al-Balansi (d. 782 AH), edited by Hanif ibn Hasan al-
Qasimi, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1411 AH/1991
CE.

Al-Du‘afa’ wa-I-Matriikiin by ‘Ali ibn ‘Umar al-Daraqutni (d. 385 AH), edited
by Muwafaq ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Qadir, Maktabat al-Ma"arif,
Riyadh, 1st ed., 1404 AH/1984 CE.

Da‘1f Sunan al-Tirmidht by Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani (d. 1420 AH),
Maktabat al-Ma ‘arif, Riyadh, 1st ed., 1420 AH/2000 CE.

Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iyya al-Kubra by ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn “Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Kaft al-
Subki (d. 771 AH), edited by ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Hul@ and
Mahmitid Muhammad al-Tanahi, Dar Ihya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyya, Cairo,
no date.

Al-‘Ajab fi Bayan al-Asbab by Ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani (d. 852 AH), edited by
‘Abd al-Hakim Muhammad al-Anis, Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, Saudi Arabia, 1st
ed., 1418 AH/1997 CE.

‘Umdat al-Tafstr ‘an al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir by Ahmad Shakir (d. 1377 AH), Dar al-
Wafa’, Egypt, 2nd ed., 1426 AH/2005 CE.

Gharar al-Tibyan by Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Sa‘d Allah ibn Jama‘a (d. 733
AH), edited by ‘Abd al-Jawwad Khalaf, Dar Qutayba, 1st ed., 1410
AH/1990 CE.

Gharib al-Hadith by Abii ‘Ubayd al-Qasim ibn Sallam al-Haraw1 (d. 224 AH),
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, Beirut, Lebanon, 2nd ed., 1424 AH/2003 CE.

Fath al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari by Ahmad ibn ‘Alf ibn Hajar al-*Asqalant
(d. 852 AH), supervised and revised by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’iit and ‘Adil
Murshid, Dar al-Risala al-‘ Alamiyya, Damascus, Syria, 1st ed., 1434
AH/2013 CE.

Kitab al-Ta‘rif wa-I-I'1am fima Ub'hima fi al-Qur’an min al-Asma’ al-A ‘lam by
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Suhayl1 (d. 581 AH), edited by ‘Abd Allah Muhammad
al-Nagrat, Kulliyat al-Da‘wa al-Islamiyya wa-Lajnat Hifz al-Turath al-
Islami, Libya, 1st ed., 1992 CE.

Al-Kashf wa-I-Bayan ‘an Tafsir al-Qur’an by Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
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Tha‘labi (d. 427 AH), edited by a group of researchers, Dar al-Tafsir,
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, 1st ed., 1436 AH/2015 CE.

Al-Kulliyyat: Mu‘jam fi al-Mustalahat wa-1-Furtiq al-Lughawiyya by Ayytb ibn
Miisa al-Husayn1 al-Kafaw1 (d. 1094 AH), compared with a manuscript and
prepared for publication by ‘Adnan Darwish and Muhammad al-Misri,
Mu’assasat al-Risala, Beirut, Lebanon, 2nd ed., 1419 AH/1998 CE.

Lubab al-Tafasir by Mahmiid ibn Hamza al-Karmant (d. after 500 AH), edited
and annotated by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Halim Ba‘aj, Dar al-Lubab, Istanbul,
Turkey, 1st ed., 1443 AH/2021 CE.

Lisan al-‘Arab by Muhammad ibn Makram ibn Manziir al-Ifriqt (d. 711 AH),
Dar Sadir, Beirut.

Lata’if al-Ma‘arif fima li-Mawasim al-‘Am min al-Waza’if by ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn Ahmad ibn Rajab al-Hanbali, edited by ‘Amir ibn ‘Ali Yasin, Dar Ibn
Khuzayma, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 1st ed., 1428 AH/2007 CE.

Majma" al-Zawa'id wa-Manba“ al-Fawa’id by ‘Ali ibn Ab1 Bakr al-Haytham (d.
807 AH), edited by ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Darwish, Dar al-Fikr,
Beirut, Lebanon, 1414 AH/1994 CE.

Majmii* Fatawa Shaykh al-Islam Ahmad ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 AH), compiled
and arranged by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim with the
assistance of his son Muhammad, King Fahd Complex, Madina, Saudi
Arabia, 1425 AH/2004 CE.

Al-Muharrar al-Wajiz i Tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aziz by ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn Ghalib ibn
‘Atiyya al-Andalusi (d. 542 AH), edited by ‘Abd al-Salam ‘Abd al-Shafi
Muhammad, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyya, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1422
AH/2001 CE.

Madarik al-Tanzil wa-Haqa'iq al-Ta’wil by ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Nasaff (d.
701 AH), edited and hadith verified by Yaisuf ‘Ali Badiwi, revised and
introduced by Muhyt al-Din Dib Mista, Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, Beirut, 1st
ed., 1419 AH/1998 CE.

Mar‘at al-Mafatih Sharh Mishkat al-Masabth by ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Muhammad
‘Abd al-Salam al-Rahmant al-Mubarakfur (d. 1414 AH), Department of
Islamic Research and Fatwa, Salafi University, Banaras, India, 3rd ed.,
1404 AH/1984 CE.

Al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-Sahihayn by Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hakim (d. 405
AH), edited by Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyya,
Beirut, 2nd ed., 1422 AH/2002 CE.

Musnad al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 AH), edited by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tt
and others, Mu’assasat al-Risala, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1416 AH-1421
AH.

Musnad Abt Ya‘la Ahmad ibn “All ibn al-Muthanna al-Mawsili (d. 307 AH),
edited by Husayn Salim Asad, Dar al-Ma’miin lil-Turath, Damascus, st ed.

Musnad Ibn al-Ja‘d (d. 230 AH), reviewed and annotated by ‘Amir Ahmad
Haydar, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyya, Beirut, Lebanon, 2nd ed., 1417 AH/1996
CE.

Mashahir ‘Ulama’ al-Amsar by Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Hibban al-Bustt (d.
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354 AH), annotated by Majdi ibn Mansiir ibn Sayyid al-Shiira, Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1416 AH/1995 CE.

Al-Musannaf by Ibn Abi Shayba, ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Shayba al-
Kufi (d. 235 AH), edited by Sa‘d ibn Nasir al-Shathr1, Dar Kuniiz Ishbiliya,
Riyadh, 1st ed., 1436 AH/2015 CE.

Al-Musannaf by ‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn Hammam al-San‘ani (d. 211 AH), edited by
the Research and Information Technology Center, Dar al-Ta’sil, 2nd ed.,
1437 AH/2016 CE.

Ma‘alim al-Tanzil by al-Husayn ibn Mas‘@id al-Baghawt (d. 516 AH), prepared
and edited by Khalid ‘Abd al-Rahman al-‘Akka and Marwan Sawwar, Dar
al-Ma‘rifa, Beirut, Lebanon, 1st ed., 1406 AH/1986 CE.

Ma‘ant al-Qur’an wa-I‘rabuh by Ibrahim ibn al-SarT al-Zajjaj (d. 311 AH), edited
by ‘Abd al-Jalil ‘Abduh Shalabi, ‘Alam al-Kutub, Beirut, 1st ed., 1408
AH/1988 CE.

Al-Mu‘jam al-Awsat by Sulayman ibn Ahmad al-Tabarani (d. 360 AH), edited
by Tariq ibn ‘Awd Allah ibn Muhammad and ‘Abd al-Muhsin ibn Ibrahtm
al-Husayni, Dar al-Haramayn, Cairo, 1415 AH/1995 CE.

Al-Mu‘jam al-Saghir by Sulayman ibn Ahmad al-Tabarani (d. 360 AH), edited
by Muhammad Shakiir Mahmad al-Haj Amrir, al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut,
and Dar ‘Ammar, ‘Amman, 1st ed., 1405 AH/1985 CE.

Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir by Sulayman ibn Ahmad ibn Ayytb al-Tabarani (d. 360
AH), edited by Hamd1 ‘Abd al-Majid al-Salafi, Maktabat Ibn Taymiyyah,
Cairo.

Mafatih al-Ghayb by Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Razi (d. 606 AH), Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Timiyya, Beirut, Lebanon, 2nd ed., 1425 AH/2004 CE.

Mufhimat al-Aqran fi Mubhamat al-Qur’an by ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Suytti (d. 911
AH), revised and annotated by Mustafa Dib al-Bugha, Mu’assasat ‘Ulim
al-Qur’an, 1st ed., 1403 AH/1982 CE.

Magqayis al-Lugha by Ahmad ibn Faris (d. 395 AH), edited and annotated by
‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Hartin, Dar al-Fikr, 1399 AH/1979 CE.

Al-Nukt wa-I-‘Uylin by ‘Al ibn Muhammad ibn Habib al-Mawardi (d. 450 AH),
reviewed and annotated by al-Sayyid ibn ‘Abd al-Magstd ibn ‘Abd al-
Rahim, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyya, Beirut, Lebanon.

Huda al-Sar li-Muqaddimat Fath al-Bari by Ahmad ibn ‘Al ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalani (d. 852 AH), supervised and reviewed by Shu‘ayb al-Arna’tit and
‘Adil Murshid, Dar al-Risala al-‘Alamiyya, Damascus, Syria, 1st ed., 1434
AH/2013 CE.

Al-Wast fi Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Majid li-*Ali al-Wahidi (d. 468 AH), tahqiq ‘Adil
Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjiid wa-Akharin, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, Beirut,
Lebanon, tab‘a 1, 1415 AH/1994 CE.
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