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Qunut al-Nawazil: A Jurisprudential Study

Dr. Abdullah bin Rashid bin hamad Alfadhli
Department Jurisprudence - Faculty Sharia

Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

Allah’s divine law has decreed that His servants will be tested with various
kinds of tribulations for profound and great wisdom. Our Prophet £ has informed
us of the many afflictions that will occur at the end of times, stating that this
Ummah has been granted well-being in its early stages, but "its later generations
will face tribulations and matters that they will disapprove of.” In our present era,
the Ummah has been afflicted with various calamities, hardships, and crises,
leading people to frequently ask about the legitimacy of performing Qunat during
obligatory and voluntary prayers. Scholars have presented different jurisprudential
opinions regarding many aspects of this noble act of worship.

In this focused research, | have compiled the most significant issues related to
Qunit al-Nawazil and highlighted its key rulings. I have concluded that Quniit is
legislated for every praying individual, whether an Imam or praying alone, when
severe calamities afflict Muslims due to human aggression. However, it is not
legislated for the prevention or removal of pandemics, contagious diseases,
earthquakes, or volcanoes. Additionally, Qunat al-Nawazil is permissible in all
five daily prayers and optional in voluntary prayers but is not a confirmed Sunnah.

The ruling on performing Qunat in obligatory prayers should be based on a
legal verdict (fatwa) issued by qualified scholars and jurists, rather than being
determined by public opinion, even if they are mosque Imams. Furthermore,
Qunat should not exceed a month for calamities that have occurred and then
subsided. As for ongoing tribulations, the ruling on performing Qunt remains tied
to their severity; as long as the hardship persists, its legitimacy remains valid even
if it exceeds a month. However, if the severity diminishes or its cause ceases,
Qunat is no longer legislated. Determining these matters should be left to scholars
and jurists specialized in issuing fatwas.

I ask Allah to make this research beneficial to both its author and reader and
to grant sincerity in its purpose, making it a source of reward and provision for the
Hereafter. May Allah’s blessings and peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and all his companions.

key words: Qunut — Calamity — Tribulations — Pandemics — Earthquakes
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Romanized List of Resources:

10

11-

12

13-

15

16

Ahkam al-Quniit, by ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Humaydi. A
supplementary thesis for the Master’s degree in Comparative Figh at the
Higher Judicial Institute.

al-Ikhtiyarat al-Fighiyyah li-Shaykh al-Isiam Abt al- ‘Abbas Ahmad ibn
‘Abd al-Halim Ibn Taymiyyah al-Harrant, selected by ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Abbas al-Bali, published by Maktabat al-Riyad al-
Hadithah — Riyadh.

Irwa’ al-Ghalil fi Takhrij Ahddith Manar al-Sabil, by al-* Allamah Nasir
al-Din al-Albani, al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut.

al-Istidhkar al-Jami li-Madhahib Fuqaha’ al-Amsar, by Imam Abt
“Umar Yasuf ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Namart al-Qurtubi, Dar
al-Kutub al- ‘Timiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1420 AH / 2000 CE.

Asnd al-Matgalib fi Sharh Rawd al-Talib, by Abt Yahya Zakariyya al-
Ansari, Dar al-Kutub al-‘TImiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1422 AH /2000 CE.
al-4 ‘lam, by Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmid ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn
Faris al-Zarkalf al-Dimashgt, Dar al- ‘Ilm li-I-Malayin, 15th ed., May
2002 CE.

al-Igna * li-Talib al-Intifa ‘, by Sharaf al-Din Misa ibn Ahmad al-Hijjawi,
Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

al-Igna“ fi Hall Alfaz Abr Shuja ‘, by Muhammad al-Shirbini al-Khatib,
Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1415 AH, ed. Maktab al-Buhiith wa-al-Dirasat, Dar
al-Fikr.

al-Umm, by Imam Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi‘1, Dar
al-Ma ‘rifah, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1393 AH.

al-Insaf fi Ma ‘rifat al-Rajih min al-Khilaf ‘ala Madhhab al-Imam Ahmad
ibn Hanbal, by Imam Abi al-Hasan ‘Alf ibn Sulayman al-Mirdawi, Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut.

al-Awsat fi al-Sunan wa-al-Ijma ‘ wa-al-Ikhtilaf, by Abt Bakr Muhammad
ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Mundhir al-Naysabari, Dar Tayyibah, Riyadh, 1st ed.,
1405 AH / 1985 CE, ed. Dr. Abi Hammad Saghir Ahmad ibn Muhammad
Hanif.

al-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq, by Zayn al-Din Ibn Nujaym al-
Hanafi, Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut, 2nd ed.

Bada’i“ al-Sand’i fi Tartib al-Shard’i‘, by ‘Ala’ al-Din al-Kasanit, Dar al-
Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1402 AH / 1982 CE.

al-Bidayah wa-al-Nihayah, by Isma‘1l ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir al-Qurashi
Abi al-Fida’, Maktabat al-Ma‘arif, Beirut.

Bughyat al-Wu ‘at fi Tabagat al-Lughawiyyin wa-al-Nahwiyyin, by Jalal
al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Suyiti, al-Maktabah al-‘Asriyyah, Lebanon /
Sayda.

al-Bulghah fi Tarajim A’ immat al-Nahw wa-al-Lughah, by Muhammad
ibn Ya‘qub al-Fayriizabadi, Jam‘iyyat Ihya al-Turath al-Islami, Kuwait,
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17-

18-

19-

21-

22-

23-

25-

26-

27-

29

30

32

1sted., 1407 AH.

Tuhfat al-Muhtaj ila Adillat al-Minhdj (‘ala Tartib al-Minhdaj li-1-
Nawawi), by Ibn al-Mulaqqin Sir3j al-Din Aba Hafs ‘Umar ibn “Alf ibn
Ahmad al-Shafi‘T al-Misri, Dar Hira’, Makkah al-Mukarramah, 1st ed.,
1406 AH.

Tadhkirat al-Huffaz, by Abu ‘Abd Allah Shams al-Din Muhammad al-
Dhahabi, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed.

al-Ta lig al-Mumajjad, by al-*Allamah ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Lakhnawf,
Matba at al-Sunnah wa-al-Sirah, Bombay.

Tafsir al-Qur’an al- ‘Azim, by Abu al-Fida’ Isma‘1l ibn “Umar ibn Kathir
al-Dimashqi, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1401 AH.

al-Jami ‘ al-Sahih al-Mukhtasar (Sahth al-Bukhari), by Abu ‘Abd Allah
Muhammad ibn Isma ‘il al-BukharT al-Ju‘fi, Dar Ibn Kathir / al-Yamamah,
Beirut, 3rd ed., 1407 AH /1987 CE.

al-Jami * li-Ahkam al-Qur an, by Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad
al-AnsarT al-Qurtubi, Dar al-Sha ‘b, Cairo.

Jami‘ al-Masa’il fi Ahkam Quniit al-Nawazil, by Sa‘d ibn Salih al-Zayd,
Dar Tayyibah li-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi', Riyadh, Ist ed., 1427 AH.
al-Jawab al-Sahih li-man Baddala Din al-Masth, by Tadt al-Din Abd al-
‘Abbas Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim ibn ‘Abd al-Salam ibn ‘Abd Allah Ibn
Ab1 al-Qasim ibn Muhammad Ibn Taymiyyah al-Harrant al-Hanbali al-
Dimashdf, ed. ‘Al ibn Hasan, ‘Abd al-°Aziz ibn Ibrahim, Hamdan ibn
Muhammad, Dar al-‘Asimah, Saudi Arabia, 2nd ed., 1419 AH / 1999 CE.
Hashiyat Ibn ‘Abidin (Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala al-Durr al-Mukhtar Sharh
Tanwir al-Absar), by Ibn ‘Abidin, Dar al-Fikr li-al-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr,
Beirut, 1421 AH /2000 CE.

Hashiyat al-Dusiugt ‘ala al-Sharh al-Kabir, by Muhammad ‘Arafah al-
Dusiiqi, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, with commentary by Muhammad ‘Alish.
Hashiyat al-Rawd al-Murbi ‘ Sharh Zad al-Mustagni ‘, by Shaykh ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim, 3rd ed.

al-Hawi al-Kabir fi Figh Madhhab al-Imam al-Shafi T (Sharh Mukhtasar
al-Muzani), by ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Habib al-Mawardi al-BasrT al-
Shafi ‘T, Dar al-Kutub al- Timiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1419 AH / 1999 CE.
al-Dibaj al-Mudhhab fi Ma ‘rifat A ‘van ‘Ulama’ al-Madhhab, by Ibrahim
ibn ‘All ibn Muhammad ibn Farhiin al-Ya‘mar1 al-Maliki, Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Tlmiyyah, Beirut.

Dhayl Tadhkirat al-Huffaz lil-Dhahabi, by his student Abt al-Mahasin al-
Husayni al-Dimashqi (Muhammad ibn ‘Al ibn al-Hasan al-Husayn al-
Dimashqt al-Shafi 1), Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, Beirut.

Zad al-Ma ‘ad ft Hadi Khayr al- ‘Ibad, by Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad
ibn Abt Bakr Ayyiib al-Zar 1, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut / Maktabat al-
Manar al-Islamiyyah, Kuwait, 14th ed., 1407 AH / 1986 CE.

Subul al-Salam Sharh Buliigh al-Maram min Adillat al-Ahkam, by al-
Amir Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l al-San‘ani, Dar Thya" al-Turath al-‘Arabi,
Beirut, 4th ed., 1379 AH, ed. Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Khali.
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33-

34-

37-

38-

39-

40-

41-

42-

43-

44-

45-

46-

47-

48-

49-

50-

Sunan Abt Dawiid, by Imam Abu Dawtd Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath al-
SijistanT al-Azdi, Dar al-Fikr, ed. Muhammad Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd al-
Hamid.

Shajarat al-Nir al-Zakiyyah fi Tabaqat al-Malikiyyah, by Muhammad ibn
Muhammad Makhlif, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut, facsimile of 1st ed.
(1349 AH) printed at al-Matba‘ah al-Salafiyyah.

al-Sharh al-Kabir, by Shams al-Din Ibn Qudamah, ed. Dr. ‘Abd Allah ibn
‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki, published by Ministry of Islamic Affairs, Saudi
Arabia.

al-Sharh al-Mumti* “ald Zad al-Mustagni ‘', by Shaykh Muhammad ibn
Salih al-‘Uthaymin, Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, Dammam, st ed.

Sharh Ma ‘ani al-Athar, by Abii Ja‘far Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Salamah al-Azd1 al-HajrT al-MisiT, known
as al-Tahawi, ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1st ed., 1414 AH / 1994 CE.

Sharh al-Nawawr ‘ala Sahth Muslim (al-Minhaj Sharh Sahth Muslim ibn
al-Hajjaj), by Abu Zakariyya Yahya ibn Sharaf ibn Muri al-Nawawi, Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1392 AH.

al-Sihah Taj al-Lughah wa-Sihah al- ‘Arabiyyah, by Abt Nasr Isma‘il ibn
Hammad al-Jawhari al-Farabi, Dar al- ‘TIm li-I-Malayin, Beirut, 4th ed.,
1407 AH /1987 CE.

Sahih Muslim, by Imam Abu al-Husayn Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayr1
al-Naysabari, Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi, Beirut.

Fatawa Arkan al-Islam, by Muhammad ibn Salih al-‘Uthaymin, compiled
and arranged by Fahd ibn Thamir al-Sulayman, Dar al-Thurayya, 1st ed.
Fatawa wa-Rasa’il Samahat al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd
al-Latif Al al-Shaykh, compiled by Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Qasim, printed by Matabi‘ al-Hukiimah, Riyadh.

Fath al-Bart Sharh Sahih al-Bukhart, by Imam Abiu al-Fadl Ahmad ibn
‘Ali ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalant al-Shafi‘1, Dar al-Ma rifah, Beirut.

Fath al-Qadir, by Kamal al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahid al-
Siwasi, known as Ibn al-Humam, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 2nd ed.

Figh al-Lughah wa-Sirr al- ‘Arabiyyah, by Abt Mansir al-Tha alabi, Dar
al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1st ed., 1413 AH.

al-Qamiis al-Muhit, by Muhammad ibn Ya'qab al-Fayriizabadi,
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut.

al-Qabas fi Sharh Muwatta’ Malik ibn Anas, by al-Qadi Aba Bakr
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-‘ArabT al-Ma‘afiri al-Ishbili al-Maliki,
Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Ist ed., 1992 CE.

al-Qawl al-Mufid ‘ald Kitab al-Tawhid, by Shaykh Muhammad ibn Salih
al- Uthaymin, Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 2nd ed.

al-Kitab al-Musannaf fi al-Ahadith wa-al-Athar, by Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah
ibn Muhammad ibn Ab1 Shaybah al-Kufi, Maktabat al-Rushd, Riyadh, 1st
ed., 1409 AH.

Kitab al-Fura ', with Tashih al-Furi by ‘Ala’ al-Din ‘All ibn Sulayman
al-Mirdawi, by Muhammad ibn Muflih ibn Muhammad ibn Mufarraj Aba
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51-

52-

53-

54-

55-

56-

57-

58-

59-

60-

61-

62-

63-

64-

65-

66-

‘Abd Allah Shams al-Din al-Maqdisi al-Ramini then al-Salihi al-Hanbali,
Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1st ed., 1424 AH /2003 CE.

Lisan al- ‘Arab, by Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Manziir al-Ifriqi al-
Misri, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1st ed.

al-Mabsit, by Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Sahl Shams al-A’immah
al-Sarakhsi, Dar al-Ma ‘rifah, Beirut, undated edition, 1414 AH / 1993
CE.

al-Majmii ', by Abu Zakariyya Yahya ibn Sharaf ibn Mur al-Nawaw1, Dar
al-Fikr, no edition information provided.

Majmii * Fatawa Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, compiled and arranged
by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim al-‘Asimi al-Najdi,
Maktabat 1bn Taymiyyah, 2nd ed.

al-Muhkam wa-al-Muhit al-A ‘zam, by Abu al-Hasan ‘Alf ibn Isma ‘il Ibn
Sida al-Mursi, Dar al-Kutub al- ‘Tlmiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 2000 CE.
al-Muhalla bi-al-Athar, by Imam Abii Muhammad ‘Al1 ibn Ahmad ibn
Sa‘id Ibn Hazm al-Zahiri, Dar al-Afaq al-Jadidah, Beirut, ed. Lajnat Ihya’
al-Turath al-‘Arabi.

Musnad al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, by Imam Abi ‘Abd Allah Ahmad
ibn Hanbal al-Shaybani, Mu’assasat Qurtubah, Egypt (facsimile of al-
Maimaniyyah edition).

al-Misbah al-Munir fi Ghartb al-Sharh al-Kabir lil-Rafi 7, by Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Magqarri al-Fayyami, al-Maktabah al- ‘Tlmiyyah,
Beirut.

al-Musannaf, by Imam Abu Bakr ‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn Hammam al-
San‘ani, al-Maktab al-Islami, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1403 AH, ed. Habib al-
Rahman al-A ‘zami.

Matalib Ul al-Nuhé fi Sharh Ghayat al-Muntaha, by Imam Mustafa al-
Suyti al-Rahibani, al-Maktab al-Islam1, Damascus, 1961 CE.

Mu jjam al-Udaba’, by Abu ‘Abd Allah Yaqat al-HamawT, Dar al-Kutub
al- Timiyyah, Beirut, 1st ed., 1411 AH.

Ma ‘rifat al-Sunan wa-al-Athar, attributed to Imam Abi ‘Abd Allah
Muhammad ibn Idr1s al-Shafi‘1, by al-Hafiz Abdi Bakr Ahmad ibn al-
Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Misa, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah, Beirut (no date).
Mughni al-Muhtaj ila Ma ‘rifat Ma ‘ani Alfaz al-Minhdaj, by Imam
Muhammad al-Khatib al-Shirbini, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut.

al-Mughni fi Figh al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal al-Shaybant, by Abu
Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi, Dar al-
Fikr, Beirut, 1st ed., 1405 AH.

Magqayis al-Lughah, by Abt al-Husayn Ahmad ibn Faris ibn ZakarTya,
Dar al-Jil, Beirut, 2nd ed., 1420 AH /1999 CE, ed. ‘Abd al-Salam
Muhammad Hartin.

al-Magsid al-Arshad fi Dhikr Ashab al-Imam Ahmad, by Imam Burhan
al-Din Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Muflih, ed. Dr. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Sulayman al-‘Uthaymin, Maktabat al-Rushd, 1st ed.

67- Minhat al-Khaliq ‘ald al-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-Daqa’iq, by 1bn
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68-

69-

70-

71-

72-

73-

‘Abidin, Dar al-Ma ‘rifah, Beirut, 2nd ed.

al-Manhal al-Safi wa-al-Mustawfad ba ‘d al-Wafi, by Yusuf ibn
Taghribirdi ibn ‘Abd Allah al-ZahirT al-Hanafi, Abt al-Mahasin Jamal al-
Din, al-Hay’ah al-Misriyyah al-‘Ammah lil-Kitab.

Mawahib al-Jalil li-Sharh Mukhtasar Khalil, by Imam Abi ‘Abd Allah
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Maghribi, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 2nd
ed., 1398 AH.

Nihayat al-Muhtaj ila Sharh al-Minhaj, by Imam Shams al-Din
Muhammad ibn Abi al-*Abbas Ahmad ibn Hamzah Ibn Shihab al-Din al-
Ramli, known as al-Shafi‘T al-Saghir, Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 1st ed., 1404
AH /1984 CE.

Nayl al-Awtar min Ahadith Sayyid al-Akhyar Sharh Muntaqa al-Akhbar,
by Imam Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-Shawkani, Dar al-Jil,
Beirut, 1973 CE.

al-Wasit fi al-Madhhab, by Imam Abt Hamid Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali, Dar al-Salam, Cairo, 1st ed.,
1417 AH.

Wafayat al-A ‘yan wa-Anba’ Abna’ al-Zaman, by Abi al-* Abbas Shams
al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr Ibn Khallikan, Dar al-
Thaqgafah, Lebanon.
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