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The Books of Weak Narrators: Their Methodologies and Characteristic

Dr. Tarig bin Ibrahim bin AbdurRazaq Al-Mas’oud
Department of Islamic Studies - College of Education
Prince Sattam bin Abdulaziz University

Abstract:

The books of weak narrators have received considerable attention from the
scholars of al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil (criticism and accreditation) and researchers
specializing in the Sunnah and its sciences. This is because the material in these
books provides insights into the conditions of weak narrators and those below
them, while also addressing significant hadith-related issues such as ‘Ilal (hidden
defects in hadith), the verification of hearing and meeting between narrators.
Additionally, these books serve as an important source for al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil
literature due to their precedence.

This study aims to highlight the scholarly value of this type of classification,
demonstrate its impact on later books of al-Jarh wa al-Ta'dil, and explain the
methodologies adopted by the authors of these works.

I employed a descriptive and inductive approach, gathering works classified
under the category of "weak narrators" and analyzing a selection of them to extract
the methodologies of their authors. | began by defining each book concisely,
outlining its author's methodology without compromising essential details. |
concluded by listing the most important editions of these books. The books were
arranged according to the death dates of their authors and were categorized into
two sections: printed books and manuscript books.

The study's findings indicate that the term "Books of Weak Narrators" is a
predominant but not exclusive designation, as these classifications do not solely
focus on weak narrators but also include those of a lesser status. Furthermore, this
classification predates many works and serves as a primary source for later
scholars. Regarding organization, most of these books are arranged alphabetically,
with only three exceptions.

The study recommends gathering and critically analyzing the scattered
statements of a single scholar that are not compiled in his book. It also suggests
conducting a critical study of the errors found in the books of weak narrators and
examining the principles of hadith criticism used by each scholar, as outlined in
the introductions to their works.

key words: Weak Narrators, Methodology, Accreditation, Characteristics)
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Ibn Abi Hatim, Abu Muhammad Abdur-Rahman bin Muhammad bin Idris bin Al-
Munzir At-Tamimi Al-Hanzali Ar-Razi. "Al-Jarhu Wa At -Ta'dil." (1%
edition, India : Majlis Dairatu Al-ma‘arfi Hyderabad, Beirut: Dar Ihyai At-
Turathi Al-Arabi , 1952)

Ibn Al-I'mad, Abdul-Hayyi Ibn Ahmad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Al-I'mad Al-I'kri Al-
Hanbali, Abu Al-Falah. "Shadharatu Az -Zahabi fi Aakhbari Man
Dhahaba".Investigated by: Mahmoud Al-Arnaout, and its hadiths were
documented by: Abdul Qadir Al-Arnaout. (1st edition), Damascus: Dar lbn
Kathir, 1406 AH — 1986).

Ibn Al-Mulgin, Sirajudeen Abu Hafs Omar bin Ali bin Ahmed As-Shafi’i Al-
Masry. "Tabagatu Al'awliya'i". Investigated by: Nurudeen Shurayba, (2nd
edition., Cairo: Maktabatu Al-Khanaji, 1415 AH -1994).

Ibn An-Nadim, Abu Al-Faraj Muhammad bin Ishag bin Muhammad Al-Warrag
Al-Baghdadi, Al-Mu’taziliyu As-Shiiyu. " Al-Fihrist " Investigated by:
Ibrahim Ramadan. (2nd edition, Beirut: Dar Al-Ma’rifa 1417 AH -1997).

Ibn Khalikan, Abu Abbas Shamsudeen Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin
Abi Bakr, "Wafiyat Al-a'yan Wa'anba'u Abna'u Az-zamani". Investigated by
Ihsan Abbas. (1st edition, Beirut: Dar Sader, 1994).

Ibn Rajab, Abdur-Rahman bin Ahmad."Az-Zeylu A'laa Tabagaati Al-Hanaabila".
Investigated by Abdur-Rahman bin Sulaiman Al -Useimin

Ibn Zuraig. "Man Takalama Fihi Ad-daarugutniyu Fi Kitabi As-sunan Mina Ad-
dua'afa’ Walmatrukina Walmajhulina”. (A written copy is in the King Faisal
Center for Research and Islamic Studies, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh,
Archive No.: 0657-F. Khizanatu At-Thurathi).

Ibn Qadi Shuhba, Abu Bakri bin Ahmed bin Muhammad bin Omar Al-Asadi Al-
Shuhbiyu Al-Dimashgi. "Tabagat Ash-Shaafi'iyati" Investigated by: Dr. Hafiz
Abdul Aleem Khan. (1st edition, Beirut: Alam Al-Kutub -Beirut, 1407 AH).

Al-Ishbiliyu, Abu Bakri Muhammad bin Khair bin Omar bin Khalifa Al-
Lamtouni, Al-Umawiyi. " Al-Fihrist ". Investigated by: Muhammad Fuad
Mansour. (1st edition, Beirut: Dar Al-Kutub Al-l1Imiyyah, 1419 AH/1998).

Al-Asbahani, Abu Naim Ahmed bin Abdullah bin Ahmed bin Ishag bin Musa bin
Mahran. “Al-Musnad Al-mustakhraju 'Ala Sahih Muslim.” Investigated by:
Muhammad Hassan Muhammad Hassan Ismail Al-Shafi’i. (1st edition,
Beirut: Dar Al-Kutub Al-lImiyyah, 1417 AH -1996).

Al-Babani, Ismail bin Muhammad Amin bin Mir Salim Al-Baghdadi. "ldahu Al-
Maknuni Fi Az-Zeyli A'la Kashfi Az-Zununi”, Investigated by: Muhammad
Sharafu deen Baltagaya, and Mualim Rifaat Bilke Al-Kalisi. (Beirut:
Muassasatu At-Tarikhi —Daru ihyahu At-thurathi).

Al-Bukhari, Muhammad bin Ismail bin Ibrahim bin Al-Mughirah Ibn Bardzbah.
“Ad-du'afa'u’ Walmatrukin, Al-Mashhuri: Bialdua'fa As-Sagiri. Riwayatu
Adam bin Musa Alkhuwary, Wayaleehi: Qit'atu Min Riwayati Musabbih Bin
Saeed,” Investigated by Dr. Salem Bin Saleh Al-Ammari. (Markazu Ihsaani
Li Drasaati As-Sunnati An-Nabawiyati).
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Al-Bukhari, Muhammad bin Ismail bin Ibrahim bin Al-Mughirah Ibn Bardzbah.
"Sahih Bukhari". Investigated by: A group of scholars. (Edition: As-
Sultaniyah, Bulaq -Egypt: Al-Kubra Al-Amiriyya Press, 1311 AH).

Al-Bastawiyu, Abdul-Aleem Abdul-Azim. "Al'imam Aljuzjaniu Wamanhajuhu
Fi Al-jarhu wa Ta'deel Ma' Tahgiqi kitabayhi "Ash-Shajaratu Fi Ahwali Ar-
Rijali" Wa "'Amaratu An-Nubuwati" (1st edition, Riyadh: Dar At-Tahawi,
1411 AH)

Al-Baali, Shamsudeen Abu Abdullah Muhammad Bin Abi Al-Fath Al-Hanbali. "
Mukhtasaru Asmai Almajruhin.” Investigated by: Dr. Faisal bin Ibrahim As-
Suwaidi and Dr. Muhammad Saeed Abdur Rabbi. (Markazu Al-Lou'luatu Li
Nashri Wa Tawzi')

Al-Baghdadi, Ismail Basha. “"Hadiyatu Al' Arifina 'Asmau Al-mualifina Wa-
Athaar Al-musanifeena” (D. I., Istanbul: wakalatu Alma‘arifi Al-jalilati,
1951).

Al-Jurjani, Abu Ahmed bin A'di. " Alkamilu fi Du'afai' Ar-rijali". Investigatigated
by: A'del Ahmed Abdul Mawjud-Ali Muhammad Mo'wad, Co-investigated
by: Abdul Fattah Abu Sunna. (1st edition, Beirut: Alkutubu Al'ilmiyah, 1418
AH 1997).

Al-Jawzjani, Abu Ishaq Ibrahim bin Yaqub bin Ishag Al-Saadi. " Ahwalu Ar-
Rijali." Investigated by: Abdul-Aleem Abdul-Azim Al-Bastoyi. (Faisalabad,
Pakistan: Hadith Academy).

Al-Jawzujari, Abu Nasr Ismail bin Hammad Al-Farabi. " As-Sihah Taju Allugati
Wasihah Al-Arabiyatu”. Investigatigated by: Ahmed Abdul Ghafour Attar.
(4th edition, Beirut: Dar Al-llm Lil-Malayeen, 1407 AH -1987).

Haji Khalifa, Mustafa bin Abdullah. "Kashfu Az-Zunun 'An 'Asaami Al-kutubi
wal -Fununi”. (Beirut: Dar 'iihya’ Alturathi Al-Arabia, 1941)

Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi, Abu Bakri Ahmed bin Ali bin Thabit bin Ahmed bin
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