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Al-Zuhri’s Hadith Narration from Nafi‘ (the Mawla of Ibn ‘Umar): An
Inductive and Critical Study

Dr. Mohammed ibn Abdullah Al-Surayyi
Department Sunnah and its Sciences - Faculty Sharia and Islamic Studies

Qassim University

Abstract:

This study traces all the narrations of Imam al-Zuhri from Nafi‘, the freed
slave of Ibn ‘Umar, as found in various hadith collections. It examines these
narrations critically, analyzing al-Zuhri’s stance on narrating from freed slaves,
with a particular focus on his reports from Nafi.

The study concludes that only two reports and one mursal (disconnected)
narration from al-Zuhri via Nafi‘ are considered authentic, though even these
remain questionable in terms of reliability. This finding aligns with reports stating
that al-Zuhri refrained from narrating from Nafi‘. However, this avoidance was
not due to a judgment of weakness in Nafi‘’s reliability, but rather because al-
Zuhri found similar narrations from Salim ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, who was of
a higher status and had greater precision than Nafi.

Furthermore, the research highlights that the structure of this isnad (chain of
transmission) is problematic according to hadith scholars and that attributing this
isnad to Sahih al-Bukhari is incorrect, let alone considering it one of the most
authentic chains of transmission.

key words: Al-Zuhri, Nafi’, Al-Zuhri’s narrations defects, Freed slaves’s

narrations
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Tawdih al-Mushtabih, by Ibn Nasser al-Din al-Dimashgi. Investigation:
Muhammad Al-Argsusi. 1st edition, 1414 AH. Al-Resala Foundation,
Beirut.

Al-Thiqgat min man lam Yaqa’ fi Al-Kutub Al-Sitta, by Qasim bin
Qutlabugha. Investigation: Shadi Al Nu’man. 1% ed., 1432 AH. Nu’'man
Center, San’a, Maktabah Ibn ‘Abbas, Samniid.

Al-Thigat, by Ibn Hibban. Investigation: A group of researchers. 1st
edition, 1393-1403 AH. Ottoman Encyclopedia, Hyderabad.

Jami’ Al-Bayan ‘an Tahwil Ay Al-Qur’an, by Ibn Jarir Al-Tabari.
Investigation: ‘Abdullah Al-Turki and Hajar Center. 1% ed., 1422 AH.
Dar Hajar, Cairo.

Al-Jami’, by Al-Tirmdhi, Investigation: Ahmad Shakir et al., 2" ed.,
1398 AH. Mustafa Al-Bab1 Al-Halabi Press, Egypt.

Al-Jami‘ li-akhlaq al-Rawi wa-adab al-sami‘, by Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi.
Investigation: Mahmoud Al-Tahan. 1403 AH. Knowledge Library,
Riyadh.

Al-Jarh wa Al-Ta’dil, by Ibn Abi Hatim. Investigation: ‘Abdur Rahma
Al-Mu’allimi. 1% ed., 1381 AH — 1373 AH. Dairah Al-Mu’arif Al-
‘Uthmaniyyah, Hyderabad.

Juz’ Abu al-Jahm al-Alaa bin Musa al-Bahili. Investigation: Abdul
Rahim Al-Qashqari. 1st edition, 1420 AH. Al Rushd Library, Riyadh.

* Juz’ al‘asimy = Majmu* fihi thalathat min al-ajza’ al-Hadithiyah.
* al-Ja‘diyat = Musnad Ibn al-Ja‘d.

44-

Jamharat al-ajza’ al-Hadithiyah. Investigation: Muhammad Ziad Takla.
1st edition, 1421 AH. Obeikan Library, Riyadh.

* Hadith Ibn Hadhlam = Jamharat al-ajza’ al-Hadithiyah.
* Hadith Isma‘il ibn Muhammad al-Saffar ‘an shiytkhih = Majma‘ fihi

45-

musannafat Abt al-Abbas al-Asamm wa-Isma‘il al-Saffar.

Hadith Al-Fakhi ‘an Ibn Abi Masarrah. Investigation: Muhammad Al-
Ghubani. 1% ed., 1419 AH. Maktabah Al-Rushd, Riyadh Company,
Riyadh.
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46-

47-

48-

49-

50-

51-

52-

53-

Hilyat Al-Awliya’, by Abu Naeem Al-Asbahani. 1st edition, 1409 AH.
Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyyah, Beirut (illustrated).

Rijal ‘Urwah ibn al-Zubayr wa-Jama‘at min al-tabi‘in, by Muslim bin Al-
Hajjaj. Investigation: Sakina Al-Shehabi. Journal of the Arabic Language
Academy in Damascus, Volume 54, Part 1, Safar 1399 AH (pp. 107-145).
Zahr al-Firdaws (al-ghara’ib almltqth min Musnad al-Firdaws), by Ibn
Hajar al-Asgalani. Investigation: A group of researchers. 1st edition,
1439 AH. Dar Al Ber Association, Dubai.

Al-ziyadat ‘ala al-mawda‘at (Dhayl al-La’ali’ al-masnt‘ah), by Al-
Suyuti. Investigation: Ramez Hassan. 1st edition, 1431 AH. Knowledge
Library, Riyadh.

Al-Sunan, by Ibn M3jah. Investigation: Muhammad Fuad ‘Abdul Baaqi.
Dar Thya Al-Kutub Al-‘Arabiyyah, Faisal Al-Babi Al-Halabi.

Sunan al-Daraqutni. Investigation: Shuaib Al-Arnaout and others. 1st
edition, 1424 AH. Al-Resala Foundation, Beirut.

Al-Sunan Al-Kubra, by Al-Nasai. Investigation: Hassan Shalabi. 1%t ed.,
1421 AH. Muassah Al-Risalah, Beirut.

Al-Sunan Al-Kabir, by Al-Baihaqi. Investigation: ‘Abdullah Al-Turk1
and Hajar Center. 1% ed., 1432 AH, Dar Hajar, Cairo.

* Sunan al-Nasa’i = al-Mujtaba.

54-

55-

56-

57-

58-

Su’alat al-Hakim al-Nisaburi lil-Daraqutni. Investigation: Muwaffaq
Abdel Qader. 1st edition, 1404 AH. Knowledge Library, Riyadh.

Siyar A’lam Al-Nubala, by Al-Dhahabi. Investigation: Shu’aib Al-
Arnaout et al., 1401 AH — 1405 AH. Muassasah Al-Risalah, Beirut.
Sharh mushkil al-Athar, by Al-Tahawi. Investigation: Shuaib Al-
Arnaout. 1st edition, 1415 AH. Al-Resala Foundation, Beirut.

Sharh ma‘ani al-Athar, by Al-Tahawi. Investigation: Zuhri Al-Najjar and
Muhammad Jad Al-Hag. 1st edition, 1414 AH. Dar Alam Al-Kutub,
Beirut (illustrated).

Sahth Al-Bukhari. Investigation: A group of researchers. Care:
Muhammad Zuhayr Al-Nasir. 1%t ed., 1422. Dar Tawq Al-Najah, Beirut
(photocopied from sultaniyyah copy, numbered by Muhammad Fuad
Abdul Baagi).

* Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah = Mukhtasar al-Mukhtasar min al-Musnhad al-sahih.

59-

60-

61-

62-

Sahih Muslim. Investigation: Muhammad Fuad Abdul Baaqi. Dar Thya
Al-Turath Al-‘Arabi, Beirut.

Sifat Rabb Al-‘Alamin, by Ibn Al-Muhibb Al-Samit. Investigation:
‘Ammar Tamalit. 1%t ed., 1442 AH. Dar Al-Khizanah, Kuwait.

Al-tibb al-Nabawi, by Abu Naeem Al-Isfahani. Investigation: Mustafa
Donmez. 1st edition, 1427 AH. Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut.

Al-Tabagat Al-Kabir, by Ibn Saad. Investigation: Ali Muhammad Omar.
1st edition, 1421 AH. Al-Khanji Library, Cairo.
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63- Tabaqat al-muhaddithin b’sbhan wa-al-waridin ‘alayha, by Abu Sheikh
Al-Isfahani. Investigation: Abdul Ghafoor Al Balushi. 1st edition, 1412
AH. Al-Resala Foundation, Beirut.

64- Tabaqat ‘ulama’ al-hadith, by Ibn Abdul-Hadi. Investigation: Akram Al-
Boushi and Ibrahim Al-Zaybak. 2nd edition, 1417 AH. Al-Resala
Foundation, Beirut.

65- ‘Ilal Al-Hadtth, by Ibn Abt Hatim. Investigation: A group of researchers
under the supervision of Al-Hamid and Al-Jeraisi. 15t ed., 1427 AH. N.P.

66- ‘llal al-Tirmidhi al-kabir, arranged by Abu Talib al-Qadi. Investigation:
A group of researchers. 1st edition, 1409 AH. Dar Alam Al-Kutub,
Beirut.

67- Al-‘Ilal, by Al-Daraqutni. Investigation: Muhammad Al-Dabasi. 3" ed.,
1432 AH. Muassasah Al-Rayan, Beirut.

68- ‘Umdat al-Qari sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, by Al-Aini. Investigation: A
group of researchers. Al-Muniriya Printing Department, Cairo.

69- Al-Ghaylaniyat, by Abu Bakr Al-Shafi’i. Investigation: Helmy Abdel
Hadi. 1st edition, 1417 AH. Dar Ibn Al-Jawzi, Dammam.

70- Fath Al-Bari bisharh Sahih al-Bukhari, by Ibn Hajar Al-‘Asqalani. 1379
AH — 1390 AH. Al-Maktabah Al-Salafiyyah, Cairo.

71- Fath al-Bari sharh Sahth al-Bukhari, by Ibn Rajab. Investigation: A group
of researchers. 1st edition, 1417 AH. Al-Ghurabaa Archaeological
Library, Medina.

72- Fada’il Bayt al-Mugaddas, by Al-Diyaa Al-Maqdisi. Investigation:
Muhammad Mutee Al-Hafiz. 1st edition, 1405 AH. Dar Al-Fikr,
Damascus.

73- Fada’il Bayt al-Mugaddas, by Ibn al-Murajja. Investigation: Ayman Al-
Azhari. 1st edition, 1422 AH. Library science, Beirut.

74- Fada’il Makkah al-Mukarramah, by Al-Mufaddal Al-Jundi.
Investigation: Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-Hammadi. 1st edition, 1442
AH. Dar Al Ber Association, Dubai.

* Fawa’id Ja‘far ibn Muhammad alkhuldy = Majmi‘ fihi thalathat ajza’
Hadithiyah..

75- Al-Fawaid Al-Mukhtabah Al-Sihah wal-Gharaib, published by Al-
Khatib Al-Baghdadi by Al-Mahrawani. Investigation: Saud Al-Jarboui.
1st edition, 1422 AH. Islamic University, Medina of the Prophet.

76- Al-Fawa’id al-muntagah al-hisan al-‘awali min Hadith Abi ‘Amr al-
Samargandi ‘an shiytikhih. Investigation: Abu Ishaq Al-Huwaini. 1st
edition, 1418 AH. Ibn Taymiyyah Library, Cairo.

77- Fawa’id tammam. Investigation: Hamdi Al-Salafi. 1st edition, 1412 AH.
Al Rushd Library, Riyadh.

78- Qabil al-akhbar wa-ma‘rifat al-rijal, by Abu al-Qasim al-Balkhi.
Investigation: Hussein Khanso. 1st edition, 1439 AH. Dar Al-Fath,
Amman.
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79-

80-

81-

82-

84-

85-

86-

87-

88-

89-

90-

91-

92-

93-

94-

95-

Qira’at al-Nabi —salla Allaah ‘alayhi wa sallam-, by Hafs bin Omar Al-
Duri. Investigation: Hikmat Yassin. 1st edition, 1408 AH. Al-Dar
Library, Medina.

Al-Kashif fI ma‘rifat min la-hu riwayah fi al-Kutub al-sittah, by Al-
Dhahabi. Investigation: Muhammad Awama and Ahmed Al-Khatib. 1st
edition, 1413 AH. Dar Al-Qibla, Qur’anic Sciences Foundation, Jeddah.
Al-Kamil fi Du’afa Al-Rijal, by Ibn ‘Adiyy. Investigation: Mazin Al-
Sirsawi. 1% ed., 1434. Maktabah Al-Rushd, Riyadh.

Al-Kawkib Al-Darari fi Sharh Sahth Al-Bukhari, by Al-Karmani. 2" ed.,
1401 AH. Dar Ihya Al-Turath Al-‘Arabi, Beirut.

Lisan Al-Mizan, by Ibn Hajar Al-°Asqalani. Investigation: ‘Abdul Fattah
Abii Guddah, 1% ed., 1423 AH. Dar Al-Bashair Al-Islamiyyah, Beirut.
Al-Mujtaba (Al-Sunan Al-Sughra), by Al-Nasa’i. Investigation:
Research and Information Technology Center at Dar Al-Taseer. 1st
edition, 1434 AH. Dar Al-Taseer, Cairo.

Majmi‘ fihi thalathat ajza’ Hadithtyah. Investigation: Nabil Jarrar. 1st
edition, 1431 AH. Dar Al-Bashaer Al-Islamiyya, Beirut.

Majmii‘ fihi thalathat min al-ajza’ al-Hadithiyah. Investigation: Jassim
Al-Fijji. 2nd edition, 1426 AH. Ahl Al-Athar Library, Kuwait.

Majmii‘ fthi musannafat Abi al-‘Abbas al-Asamm wa-Isma‘1l al-Saffar.
Investigation: Nabil Jarrar. 1st edition, 1425 AH. Dar Al-Bashaer Al-
Islamiyya, Beirut.

al-Muhaddith al-fasil bayna al-Rawi walwa‘y, by Al-Ramhurmuzi.
Investigation: Muhammad Abu Zaid. 1st edition, 1437 AH. Dar Al-
Thakhira, Cairo.

Mukhtasar al-Mukhtasar min al-Musnad al-sahih ‘an al-Nabi —salla
Allaah alayhi wa sallam-, by Ibn Khuzaymah. Investigation: Maher Al-
Fahl. 1st edition, 1430 AH. Dar Al Maiman, Riyadh.

Al-Mukhallisiyat, by Abu Taher Al-Mukhallis. Investigation: Nabil
Jarrar. 1st edition, 1429 AH. Ministry of Endowments and Islamic
Affairs, Qatar, Dar Al-Nawader, Damascus.

Mir’at al-Zaman fi tawarikh al-a‘yan, by the tribe of Ibn al-Jawzi.
Investigation: A group of researchers. 1st edition, 1434 AH. International
Resala House, Damascus.

Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal. Investigation: A group of researchers. 1st
edition, 1416-1421 AH. Al-Resala Foundation, Beirut.

Musnad Al-Bazzar. Investigation: Mahfouz al-Rahman Zainullah, Adel
bin Saad, and Sabri al-Shafi’i. 1st edition, 1409-1430 AH. Library of
Science and Wisdom, Medina of the Prophet.

Musnad Ibn al-Ja’d, by Abu al-Qasim al-Baghawi. Investigation: Amer
Haider. 1st edition, 1410 AH. Nader Foundation, Beirut.

Musnad Al-Humaidi. Investigation: Husain Al-Darani. 1% ed., 1996. Dar
Al-Siqa, Damascus.
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96-

97-

98-

99-

100-

101-

102-

103-

104-

105-

106-

107-

108-

109-

110-

111-

112-

113-

114-

Musnad Abi Daud Al-TayalisT. Investigation: Muhammad Al-Turki. 1%
ed., 1419 AH. Dar Hajar, Cairo.
Musnad al-Sarraj. Investigation: Guidance of the archaeological right. 1st
edition, 1423 AH. Department of Archaeological Sciences, Faisalabad.
Musnad al-Shamiyyin, by al-Tabarani. Investigation: Hamdi Al-Salafi.
1st edition, 1405 AH. Al-Resala Foundation, Beirut.
Musnad al-Firdaws, by al-Dailami. Copy of the Stileymaniye Library in
Istanbul, Jarullah Efendi Collection, No. 393, 415.
Musnad Abi Ya’la. Investigation: Husain Salim Asad. 2" ed., 1410 AH.
Dar Al-Mahmiin for Heritage, Damascus.
Mushtabah al-nisbah, by Abd al-Ghani al-Azdi. Investigation: A group
of researchers. 1st edition, 1421 AH. Religious Cultural Library, Cairo.
Al-Musannaf, by Abdul Razzag bin Hammam Al-Sanani.
Investigation: Research and Information Technology Center at Dar Al-
Taseer. 2nd edition, 1437 AH. Dar Al-Taseer, Cairo.
Mu‘jam Ibn al-A‘rabi. Investigation: Abdul Mohsen Al-Husseini. 1st
edition, 1418 AH. Dar Ibn Al-Jawzi, Dammam.
Al-Mu’jam, by Ibn Al-Mugqri. Investigation: ‘Adil bin Sa’d. 1% ed.,
1419 AH. Maktabah Al-Rushd, Riyadh.
Mu‘jam Abi Ya‘la. Investigation: Guidance of the archaeological right.
1st edition, 1407 AH. Department of Archaeological Sciences,
Faisalabad.
Al-Mu’jam Al-Awsat, by Al-Tabarani. Investigation: Tariq ‘Awadullah
and ‘Abdul Muhsin Al-Husaini. 1415 AH, 1416 AH. Dar Al-
Haramayn, Cairo.
Mu‘jam al-buldan, by Yaqut al-Hamawi. 1397 AH. Dar Sader, Beirut.
Mu‘jam al-safar, by Abu Taher Al-Silafi. Investigation: Abdullah Al-
Baroudi. 1414 AH. Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut.
Al-Mu’jam Al-Kabir, by Al-Tabarani. Investigation: Hamdi Al-Salafi.
Maktabah Ibn Taimiyyah, Cairo (photocopied).
Al-Mu’jam, by Abdul Khaleq bin Asad Al-Hanafi. Investigation: Neil
Jarrar. 1st edition, 1434 AH. Dar Al-Bashaer Al-Islamiyya, Beirut.
Ma‘rifat al-sahabah, by Abu Nua‘im Al-Isfahani. Investigation: Adel
Al-Azzazi. 1st edition, 1419 AH. Dar Al Watan, Riyadh.
Ma’rifah ‘Ulim Al-Hadith, by Al-Hakim. Investigation: Ahmad Al-
Salom. 1%t ed., 1424 AH. Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut.
Al-Ma’rifah wa Al-Tarikh, by Ya’qub bin Sufyan Al-Fasawi.
Investigation: Akram Al-‘Amri. 1% ed., 1410 AH. Maktabah Al-Dar,
Madinah Munawwarah.
Al-Mughni fi al-du‘afa’, by Al-Dhahabi. Investigation: Nour al-Din
Atar. Department of Islamic Heritage Revival, Qatar.
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115-

Al-Muntaga min Akhbar Al-Asma’i, by Al-Rab’i, Selected by Al-Dhia
Al-Maqdisi. Investigation: Muhammad Mutee Al-Hafiz. 1st edition,
1987 AD. Talas House, Damascus.

* Al-Mihrawaniyat = al-Fawa’id al-muntakhabah al-sihah wa-al-ghara’ib.

116-

117-

118-

119-

120-

121-

Muwaddah Awham Al-Jam’ wa Al-Tafiig, by Al-Khatib Al-Bagdadi.
Investigation: ‘Abdur Rahman Al-Mu’allimi. 1378 AH. Dairah Al-
Ma’arif Al-‘Uthmaniyyah, Hyderabad.

Al-Mawdoo’at, by Ibn al-Jawzi. Investigation: Abdul Rahman Othman.
1st edition, 1386 AH. The Salafi Library, the Prophet’s City.

Mizan al-i‘tidal fi Naqd al-rijal, by Al-Dhahabi. Investigation: A group
of researchers. 1st edition, 1430 AH. International Resala House,
Damascus.

Nasb al-Rayah li-ahadith al-Hidayah, by Al-Zayla’i. Investigation: A
group of researchers, Attended by: Muhammad Awama. Dar Al-Qibla,
Jeddah, Al-Manar Publishing and Distribution, Damascus

Al-Nukat al-ziraf, by Ibn Hajar Al-Asgalani. Investigation: Abdul
Samad Sharaf Al-Din. 2nd edition, 1403 AH. The Islamic Office, Beirut
(in footnote of: Tuhfat al-Ashraf).

Huda al-sarT al-mugaddamah Fath al-Bari, li-lbn Hajar al-‘ Asqalani. =
mugaddimah : Fath al-Bari.
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