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Orientalist Approaches to the Study of the Prophet Muhammad’s
Personality (Peace Be Upon Him): An Analytical and Applied Study

Dr. Mohamed Abdul Razak Aswad
Department of Islamic Studies - Faculty of Sharia and Law

Imam Abdul Rahman Bin Faisal University

Abstract:

This study aims to identify and classify the various approaches adopted by
Orientalists in their study of the personality of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him and his family). The research follows both inductive and analytical
methodologies. It comprises an introduction, a preface, three main chapters, a
conclusion, recommendations, and a bibliography.

The introduction outlines the significance of the topic, the reasons for its
selection, the research problem, objectives, prior studies, scope, methodology,
procedures, and overall structure. The preface defines key terms—approach,
Orientalism, and personality—Ilinguistically and according to scholarly
definitions.

The main body of the study analyzes the range of Orientalist perspectives on
the Prophet’s personality, beginning with those that adopt a positive outlook,
followed by those that present critical or negative portrayals, and concluding
with an examination of writings that reveal contradictions or inconsistencies in
their assessments.

The study concludes by recommending the development of a comprehensive
scientific encyclopedia dedicated to the Prophet’s biography in general, and his
personality in particular, based on the full spectrum of Orientalist writings,
accompanied by critical evaluations of their perspectives

key words: : Approach; Orientalism; Personality; Prophetic Biography (Sirah
Nabawiyyah)
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Maktabat al-Dar al-‘Arabiyya lil-Kitab, al-Qahira.

Al-Rasal Zfi Kitabat al-Mustashrigin, Nadhir Hamdan, Silsilat

Da ‘wat al-Hagqq, issue 3, (1401 AH / 1981 CE), Rabitat al-‘Alam al-
Islami, Makkah al-Mukarramah.

Al-Rasiil #fi ‘Uyiin Gharbiyya Munsifa, Husayn Husayni Mu ‘add;,
Isted., (1419 AH /1998 CE), Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Dimashq.
Al-Rasiil #{i al-Dirasat al-Istishragiyya al-Munsifa, Muhammad
Sharif al-Shaybani, no publication data available.

Rodinson wa Nabt al-Islam, Dr. Hasan Qabisi, reviewed by: Husayn
Hijazi, vol. 5, issue 32, (1403 AH / 1983 CE), Majallat al-Fikr al-
‘Arabi, Ma‘had al-Inma’ al-‘Arabi, Bayriit.
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

René Guénon Filsif Malaka al-Islam Fu’aduh (al-Tarig ila Allah),
Usrat al-Tahrir, Majallat al-Faysal, year 18, issue 207, (1414 AH /
1994 CE), al-Riyad.

Al-Sirah al-Nabawiyya [t al-Istishraq al-Italt: Jawanib Tartkhiyya wa
Manhajiyya ma ‘a Dirasa Khassa bi Danti wa al-Mustashriga al-
Italiyya Laura Veccia Vaglieri, Dr. Muhammad ‘Ali Isma 1l al-
Batta, issue 45, (1433 AH / 2012 CE), Majallat al-Jami ‘a al-
Islamiyya, Rabitat al-Jami‘at al-Islamiyya, al-Qahira.

Al-Strah al-Nabawiyya fi Kitab “al-Islam: ‘Aqa’id wa Nuzum”:
Dirdsa fi al-Ru ya wa al-Manhaj, Dr. Muhammad al-‘Ammarti,
issue 8, (1437 AH / 2016 CE), Majallat Dirasat Istishragiyya, al-
‘Ataba al-‘Abbasiyya al-Mugaddasa, al-Markaz al-Islam li-I-
Dirasat al-Istratijiyya, al-‘Iraq.

Al-Shakhgiyya, Muhammad ‘Atiyya al-Abrashi, issue 62, (1352 AH /
1934 CE), Majallat al-Risala, al-Qahira.

Shakhsiyyat al-Rasil 2 fi Kitab “Muhammad: Hayatuhu wa
‘Aqrdatuhu” li-l-Mustashriq al-Swidr Tir Andrih, ‘Abd al-Haqq al-
Turkumani, paper presented at the International Conference on the
Prophet of Mercy Muhammad Y ¢¥V) 2 AH /2010 CE), al-

Jam ‘iyya al- ‘Tlmiyya al-Sa‘udiyya li-I-Sunna wa ‘Uliimiha, Jami‘at
al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘ad al-Islamiyya, al-Riyad.

Al-Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali: al-Mawqi * al-Fikrt wa al-Ma ‘arik
al-Fikriyya, Dr. Muhammad ‘Amara, 2nd ed., (1418 AH / 1998 CE),
Dar al-Rashad, al-Qahira.

‘Ashar Shahadat Ajnabiyya Hawla Shakhsiyyat al-Rasil 2, Dr. Thsan
Hindyi, vol. 20, issues 79-80, (1421 AH /2000 CE), Majallat Nahj al-
Islam, Wizarat al-Awqaf, Dimashq.

‘Ulama’ wa Udaba’ wa Mufakkirin Gharbiyyin Madhi al-Rasil 2%
7)), Dr. Misa Wald Abn, article published on Mawqi ‘ al-Alikah
al-Thagqafiyya, (1443 AH / 2021 CE).

Al-Fikr al-Siyast ‘inda Voltaire (1694-1778), Dr. Muhammad Nadir
Qasim Qawasima, year 15, issue 56, (1443 AH / 2022 CE),
Dawriyyat Kan al-Tarikhiyya, Mu’ assasat Kan li-I-Dirasat wa al-
Tarjama wa al-Nashr, Jami‘at Ibn Rushd, Hiilanda.

Al-Fapylasiif al-Inkilizi Thomas Carlyle wa Qira atuhu fi al-Strah al-
Nabawiyya: ‘Ard wa Naqd, Dr. Sa‘id Muhammad ‘Ali Bawa ‘nah,
Dr. ‘Abd al-Razzaq Ahmad Rajab, vol. 16, issue 2, (1441 AH /2019
CE), Majallat Jami ‘at al-Sharigah li-1- Ulium al-Shar ‘iyya wa al-
Dirasat al-Islamiyya, Jami‘at al-Shariqah, al-Shariqah, al-Imarat
al-‘Arabiyya al-Muttahida.

Al-Qamiis al-Muhit, Muhammad ibn Ya‘qib al-Fayriizabadi, ed.
Muhammad Na‘Tm al-‘Arqasiisi, 8th ed., (1426 AH / 2005 CE),
Mu’assasat al-Risala, Bayriit.

Qira’a fi Kitab “Difa‘ ‘an al-Islam” ta’lif al-Mustashriqa al-Italiyya
Laura Veccia Vaglieri, Dr. ‘Imad al-Din Khalil, year 14, issue 55,
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51.

52.

53.

54,

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

(1430 AH / 2009 CE), Majallat Islamiyyat al-Ma ‘rifa, \Virginia,
United States of America.

Qirda’a Naqdiyya fi Kitabat Montgomery Watt fi al-Sirah al-
Nabawiyya, Dr. ‘Abd al-Rahman Ahmad Salim, Majallat al-Muslim
al-Mu ‘asir, vol. 21, issue 82, (1418 AH /1997 CE), Jam ‘iyyat al-
Muslim al-Mu asir, al-Qahira.

Kandid, Voltaire, trans. ‘Adil Zayitar, (1439 AH / 2018 CE),
Mu’assasat Hindawi, al-Mamlaka al-Muttahida.

Al-Kamidiya al-Ilahiyya, Dante Alighieri, trans. Kazim Jihad, 1st
ed., (1423 AH / 2002 CE), al-Mu’assasa al-‘Arabiyya li-I-Dirasat wa
al-Nashr, Bayrit.

Kayfa Naktub al-Tartkh?, Paul Veyne, trans. Sa‘ad al-Mawla,
Yisuf ‘Asi, 1st ed., (1442 AH / 2021 CE), al-Markaz al-‘Arab li-I-
Abhath wa Dirasat al-Siyasat, al-Dawha — Qatar / Bayrit.

Lisan al- ‘Arab, Muhammad ibn Mukarram ibn Manzir al-MisrTi,
1st ed., Dar Sadir, Bayrit.

Muhammad Asad wa Rihlatuhu Ma ‘ al-Islam (al-Tariq ila Allah),
Usrat al-Tahrir, Majallat al-Faysal, year 16, issue 185, (1412 AH /
1992 CE), al-Riyad.

Muhammad Rasil Allah %, Etienne Dinet, Sulayman ibn Ibrahim,
trans. Dr. ‘Abd al-Halim Mahmiid and Dr. Muhammad ‘Abd al-
Halim, no publication data.

Muhammad #bayn al-Haqiqa wa al-Iftira’ ft al-Radd ‘ala al-Katib
al-Yahiidr al- Faranst Maksim Rodinson, Dr. Muhammad
Muhammad Aba Layla, 1st ed., (1420 AH / 1999 CE), Dar al-Nashr
lil-Jami at, al-Qahira.

Maza im wa Akhta’ wa Tanaqudat wa Shubhdat Bodley ft Kitabihi “al-
Rasil: Hayat Muhammad %7: Dirasa Nagdiyya, Prof. Dr. Mahdi
Rizq Allah Muhammad, paper presented at the Nadwa ‘Inayat al-

Mamlaka al- ‘Arabiyya al-Su ‘udiyya bi-1-Sunna wa al-Strah al-
Nabawiyya, (1425 AH / 2004 CE), al-Madina al-Munawwara.
Al-Mustashriq William Muir wa Kitabuhu “Hayat Muhammad 2:
Dirasa wa Tahlil, ‘Abd al-Samad al-Shaykh, vol. 8, issue 2, (1440
AH /2019 CE), Majallat al-Hazarah al-Islamiyya, Qism al-Dirasat
al-Islamiyya wa al-Diniyya, Jami‘at Hazarah, Mansihra, Bakistan.
Al-Mustashriga al-4lmaniyya Anna Maria Schimmel wa Kitabuha
“Wa Anna Muhammadan £ Rasiil Allah”, Dr. Hamid Nasir al-
Zalimi, issue 5, (1436 AH / 2015 CE), Majallat Dirasat Istishraqiyya,
al-‘Ataba al-‘Abbasiyya al-Mugaddasa, al-Markaz al-Islami li-1-
Dirasat al-Istratijiyya, al-‘Traq.

Mustashriqgin Mungifin: al-Lord Headley wa al- Faylasif al-Faranst
‘Abd al-Wahid Yahya, Dr. Anwar Mahmiid Zanati, article published
on Mawqi ‘ al-Aliikah al-Thaqdfiyya, (1434 AH / 2013 CE).
Al-Mustashrigiin wa al-Strah al-Nabawiyya: Bahth Muqaran ft
Manhaj al-Mustashriq al-Biritant al-Mu ‘asir Montgomery Watt, Dr.
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64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

‘Imad al-Din Khalil, paper from the book Manahij al-Mustashriqin
[T al-Dirasat al- ‘Arabiyya wa al-Islamiyya, (1405 AH /1985 CE), al-
Munazzama al-‘Arabiyya li-I-Tarbiyya wa al-Thaqafa wa al- Ulam,
al-Qahira; Maktab al-Tarbiyya al-‘Arabi li-Duwal al-Khalij, al-
Riyad.

Al-Mustashrigiin, Najib al-‘Aqqiqi, (1384 AH / 1964 CE), Dar al-
Ma ‘arif, al-Qahira.

Mata ‘in al-Mustashrigin fi Shakhsiyyat al-Nabt £ wa al-Radd
‘alayha@, Amani bint Jamil al-Jufri, vol. 1, issue 30, (1439 AH /2018
CE), Majallat Kulliyat Usil al-Din wa al-Da ‘wa, Jami at al-Azhar,
al-Zaqaziq, Misr.

Mu jam Iftira at al-Gharb ‘ald al-Islam wa al-Radd ‘alayha, Dr.
Anwar Mahmiid Zanati, no publication data.

Mu jam al-Falasifa, Georges Tarabichi, 3rd ed., (1427 AH / 2006
CE), Dar al-Tali‘a, Bayriit.

Mu jam Mustalahat al- ‘Uliim al-Shar iyya, Majmii‘at min al-
Mu’allifin, 2nd ed., (1439 AH / 2017 CE), Madinat al-Malik ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz li-l-‘'Ulam wa al-Taqniyya, Wizarat al-Shu’iin al-Islamiyya
wa al-Da‘wa wa al-Irshad, al-Riyad.

Mu jam Magqayis al-Lugha, Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariya, ed. ‘Abd
al-Salam Muhammad Hariin, (1423 AH /2002 CE), Ittihad al-
Kuttab al-‘Arab.

Mafhiim al-Istishraq, Dr. Anwar Mahmiid Zanati, article published
on Mawgqi ‘ al-Aliikah al-Thagqdfiyya, (1434 AH / 2012 CE).

Mawsii ‘at A lam al-Falsafa: al- ‘Arab wa al-Ajanib, A. Roni IIi Alfa,
reviewed by Dr. Georges Nakhl, 1sted., (1412 AH / 1992 CE), Dar
al-Kutub al- ‘Tlmiyya, Bayriit.

Mawsii ‘at al-Mustashrigin, Dr. ‘Abd al-Rahman Badawi, 3rd ed.,
(1414 AH / 1993 CE), Dar al- ‘Tlm li-l-Malayin, Bayrit.

Mawgqif al-Istishraq al-Mu ‘asir min Nubuwwat Muhammad %, Dr.
‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Ibrahim ‘Askar, (1427 AH / 2006 CE), al-

Mu tamar al-Duwali Hawla al-Mustashriqin wa al-Dirdsat al-
‘Arabiyya wa al-Islamiyya, Kulliyat Dar al-‘Ulim, Jami‘at al-Minya,
Rabitat al-Jami at al-Islamiyya, al-Qahira.

Mawgqif al-Mustashrig Sidia (SEDILLOT) min al-Sirah al-
Nabawiyya: Dirasa Naqdiyya min Khilal Kitabihi “Tarikh al- ‘Arab
al- Amm”, Sultan ibn ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Husayn, Master’s
thesis, (1413 AH / 1993 CE), Qism al-Istishraq, Kulliyat al-Da‘wa,
Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘liid al-Islamiyya, Far‘ al-
Madina al-Munawwara.
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