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Critical Questions on Qur’anic Readings in Ibn Khalawayh’s
Al-Hujjah fi al-Qira’at al-Sab‘: A Compilation and Analytical
Study

Dr. . Abdullah bin Khalid bin Saad Al-Hassan
Department of the Qur’an and its Sciences - Faculty of Fundamentals of
Religion and Da’wah — Imam Muhammad ibn Saud University

Abstract:
Critical Questions on Qur’anic Readings in Ibn Khalawayh’s Al-Hujjah fT al-
Qira’at al-Sab“: A Compilation and Analytical Study

This study investigates the set of critical questions posed by the grammarian and
philologist Ibn Khalawayh regarding variant Qur’anic readings, as documented in
his seminal work Al-Hujjah f1 al-Qira’at al-Sab‘ (“The Proof in the Seven
Readings”). The research compiles twenty-seven instances where Ibn Khalawayh
raised interpretive or grammatical objections, only to then resolve them through
detailed explanation and justification.

The paper is structured into a preface and two main sections. The preface offers
brief biographical remarks on Ibn Khalawayh and an introduction to his book. The
first section examines questions related to foundational linguistic principles (usil)
and is divided into three subtopics: glottalization (with one question),
manifestation and assimilation (five questions), and vowel shifts between fath and
imalah (nine questions). The second section addresses questions related to
individual variants (furiish) and includes twelve examples. The conclusion
highlights the major findings and provides recommendations for future research.

key words: Ibn Khalawayh — critical inquiries — Qur’anic readings
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10- Al-Tabsirah fi al-Qira’at al-Sab‘, by Abl Muhammad Makki b. Abi Talib
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403 AH), edited by Sa‘id al-Afghani. Beirut: Dar al-Risalah.
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ed., 1401 AH.

16- Al-Hujjah li-I-Qurra’ al-Sab‘ah, by al-Hasan b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Ghaffar
al-Farisi, Aba ‘Ali (d. 377 AH), edited by Badr al-Din Qahwaji and Bashir
Juwyjabi, reviewed by ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Rabah and Ahmad Yusuf al-Daqqagq.
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Muhammad Tamim al-Zu‘bi. Beirut: Dar al-Huda, 4th ed., 1426 AH.

18- Al-Sab‘ah fi al-Qira’at, by Ahmad b. Miisa b. al-‘Abbas al-Tamimi, Aba
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Dar al-Ma‘arif, 2nd ed., 1400 AH.

19- Siraj al-Qari’ al-Mubtadi wa-Tadhkar al-Mugri’ al-Muntahi, by ‘Ali b.
al-Hasan, known as Ibn al-Qass (d. 801 AH), reviewed by ‘Ali al-Diba“.
Cairo: Matba‘at Mustafa al-Halabi, 3rd ed., 1373 AH.

20- Sharh al-Mufassal li-l-Zamakhshari, by Ya‘ish b. ‘Ali b. Ya‘Tsh b. Abi al-
Saraya Muhammad b. ‘Ali, Abt al-Baqa’, Muwafaq al-Din al-Asad1 al-
Mawsili, known as Ibn Ya‘ish and Ibn al-Sani® (d. 643 AH), with an
introduction by Dr. Imil Badi® Ya'qib. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Timiyyah, 1st
ed., 1422 AH.

21- shams al-‘Ulim wa-Dawa’ Kalam al-‘Arab min al-Kuliim, by Nashwan
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al-Mugqri’ al-Ansari al-Sarqisti (d. 455 AH), edited by Dr. Zuhayr Zahid and
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