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Stopping at Dalika, Ka-Dalika, and Kun Fa-Yakiin in the Holy
Qur’an

Dr. Hamza bin Mohammed bin Hamza Nahas
Department of Qur'anic Studies - Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Taibah University

Abstract:

The science of waqf (pausing) and ibtida’ (resuming) is one of the established
Islamic sciences, essential to learning and applying the proper rules of Qur’anic
recitation (tajwid) as ordained by Allah and practiced by the Prophet Muhammad

#and the majority of his companions (may Allah be pleased with them). This
noble science holds a significant status because it governs the structuring of
Qur’anic phrases, preventing confusion, overlap, or distortion of meanings. Its
close relationship with Arabic grammar and morphology is well recognized, as the
interpretation of Qur’anic verses often depends on where pauses are made. Qur’an
reciters may differ regarding pausing points based on variations in meaning, as the
reciter pauses at a point of completed meaning and resumes with what is
contextually appropriate.

This concise study collects and examines the pausing rules related to the
words Dalika (“that”), Ka-Dalika (“likewise), and Kun Fa-Yakin (“Be, and it
is”) in the Qur’an—an area that has not been comprehensively addressed in
previous research, which tends to focus on other terms. The aim is to compile and
clarify all aspects related to these terms within this field.

The study reached several conclusions, the most significant of which are:
1.The science of waqf and ibtida’ is of great importance, as evidenced by the
attention given to it by leading reciters.
2.Pausing points in the Qur’anic codices are based on understanding the
meaning, which explains the differences in pausing practices among reciters
depending on interpretive nuances.
3.Variations in the types of pauses stem from differences in grammatical
analysis and readings (qira’at).
4. There are four pausing points for Dalika in the Qur’an and four for Ka-
Dalika.

5. The phrase Kun Fa-Yakuin appears as a pausing point in eight locations in the
Qur’an.

key words: Meaning of waqf (pausing), meanings of Dalika, Ka-Dalika, and Kun

Fa-Yakiin, scholarly opinions, Qur’anic pause markers.
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al-Masadir wa-al-maraji‘

1.
2.

10.

11.

12.

al-Qur’an al-Karim .
i‘rab al-Qur’an wa-bayanih, MuhyT al-Din ibn Ahmad Mustafa Darwish (t

\ £+YH), al-Nashir : Dar al-Irshad lil- Shu’in al-Jami‘Tyah-Hims-Striyah,
(Dar al-Yamamah-Dimashq-Bayriit), (Dar Ibn Kathir-Dimashqg-Bayriit), al-
Tab‘ah : al-rabi‘ah, Y¢)°H
Idah al-Wagqf wa-al-ibtida’, Muhammad ibn al-Qasim ibn Muhammad ibn
Bashshar, Abli Bakr al-Anbari (t 328h), al-muhaqqiq : Muhyt al-Din ‘Abd
al-Rahman Ramadan, al-Nashir : Matbt‘at Majma*“ al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah
bi-Dimashgq, ‘am al-Nashr : 1390h-1971m.
Idah al-Wagqf wa-al-ibtida’ S 138-139, Muhammad ibn al-Qasim ibn
Muhammad ibn Bashshar, Abii Bakr al-Anbart (al-mutawaffa : 328h), al-
muhaqqiq : Muhy1 al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman Ramadan, al-Nashir : Matbii‘at
Majma* al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah bi-Dimashq, ‘am al-Nashr : 1390h-1971m.
al-Itqan fi ‘ultim al-Qur’an, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din al-
SuyiitT (al-mutawaffa : 911h), al-muhaqqiq : Muhammad Abt al-Fadl
Ibrahim, al-Nashir : al-Hay’ah al-Misriyah al-‘Ammabh lil-Kitab, al-Tab‘ah
: 1394h / 1974 M.
al-Bahr al-muhit al-thajjaj fi sharh Sahih al-Imam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj,
Muhammad ibn ‘Alf ibn Adam ibn Miis4 al-ItylibT al-Wallaw1, al-Nashir :
Dar Ibn al-Jawzi — al-Riyad, al-Tab‘ah : al-uil4, (1426-1436 H), ‘adad al-
ajza’ : 47 (45 wa-al-faharis).
-al-Tahrir wa-al-tanwir, al-Tahrir wa-al-tanwir « tahrir al-ma‘na al-sadid
wa-tanwir al-‘aql al-jadid min tafsir al-Kitab al-Majid », al-mu’allif :
Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-T4hir ibn ‘Ashir
al-TanisT (al-mutawaffa : 1393h), al-Nashir : al-Dar al-Tnistyah lil-Nashr
— Tunis, sanat al-Nashr : 1984 H.
8-al-Jami‘ al-sahih « Sahih Muslim », (Tab‘ah musahhahah wa-mugqabalat
‘ala ‘iddat makhtitat wnskh mu‘tamadah), al-mu’allif : Abt al-Husayn
Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj ibn Muslim al-Qushayr al-Nisabiiri, al-Muhaqqiq :
Ahmad ibn Rif*at ibn ‘Uthman Hilm1 al-Qarah hsary-Muhammad ‘Izzat ibn
‘Uthman al-Za‘faran bwlywy-Abi Ni‘mah Allah Muhammad ShukrT ibn
Hasan al’nqrwy, al-Nashir : Dar al-Tiba‘ah al-‘Amirah — Turkiya, ‘am al-
Nashr : 1334 H
9-al-Durr al-mastin f1 ‘uliim al-Kitab al-makniin, Abt al-°Abbas, Shihab al-
Din, Ahmad ibn Yisuf ibn ‘Abd al-Da’im al-ma‘rif bi-al-Samin al-Halab1
(t 756h), al-muhaqqiq : al-Duktir Ahmad Muhammad al-Kharrat, al-Nashir
: Dar al-Qalam, Dimashq
al-‘Amid f1 ‘ilm al-tajwid, Mahmiid ibn ‘Al bssh al-MistT (t ba‘da 1367h),
al-muhaqqiq : Muhammad al-Sadiq Qamhawi, al-Nashir : Dar al-‘aqidah —
al-Iskandariyah, al-Tab‘ah : al-iila, 1425 H-2004 M
al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa’iq ghawamid al-tanzil, Abii al-Qasim Mahmiid ibn
‘Amr ibn Ahmad, al-ZamakhsharT Jar Allah (al-mutawaffa : 538h), al-
Nashir : Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi — Bayriit, al-Tab‘ah : al-thalithah-1407 H.
al-qat‘ wala’tnaf, Abii Ja‘far Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isma‘1l alnnahhas,
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