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Affirming the Divine Attribute of Laughter: Its Causes and the Effects of
Belief in It.

Dr. Amel Mubarak Al-Ghufili
Department of Creed and Contemporary Doctrines, - Faculty Fundamentals of
Religion and Islamic Preaching,

Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

The attribute of laughter (dahik) is among the divine active attributes affirmed for
Allah (Exalted be He) by sound evidence from the Prophetic Sunnah. The early
generations (al-salaf) unanimously affirmed this attribute. This study, entitled
“Affirming the Divine Attribute of Laughter: Its Causes and the Effects of Belief
in It,” addresses three main points:

First, the approach of the early generations in affirming the divine attribute of
laughter.

Second, an explanation of the causes that lead to Allah’s laughter at His servant,
as reported in sound texts.

Third, a presentation of the effects and spiritual benefits of believing in this
attribute.

The study employs both inductive and inferential methods.

The key findings of the research include:

1.The attribute of laughter is an active, narrative divine attribute, established by
authentic evidence in a manner befitting Allah’s majesty and greatness. The early
generations affirmed it as a real attribute, in a manner appropriate to Allah (Exalted
be He).

2.The texts mention several causes by which the servant may earn Allah’s
laughter.

3. The attribute has profound faith-based effects and ethical implications, requiring
the Muslim to strive in both knowledge and practice to attain Allah’s laughter.
Among the greatest consequences of Allah’s laughter at His servant is the
exemption from being held accountable on the Day of Judgment, as established by
authentic hadith.

key words: Attribute, Laughter, Divine Attributes, Active Attributes
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rlMy yolabl dug
. Ibrahim Mustafa, wa-Ahmad al-Zayyat, whamd ‘Abd al-
Qadir, wa-Muhammad al-Najjar: al-Mu‘jam al-Wasit,
tahqiq: Majma* al-lughah al-‘ Arabiyah. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-
Da‘wah.
Ibn al-Qayyim, Abt ‘Abd Allah, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr
ibn Ayyub: al-Sawa‘iq al-mursalah ‘ala al-Jahmiyah wa-al-
Mu‘attilah, tahqiq: D. ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Dukhayyil
Allah.. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-‘Asimah — al-Riyad, al-Tab‘ah:
al-thalithah-1418h-1998M.
. Ibn al-Qayyim, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr: tariq al-hijratayn
wa-Bab al-sa‘adatayn: Dar al-Nashr: Dar Ibn al-Qayyim —al-
Dammam, al-Tab‘ah: al-thaniyah: 1414h-1994m.
Ibn al-Qayyim, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr: Madarij al-salikin
bayna Manazil Iyyaka na‘budu wa-iyyaka nasta‘in: Tahqiq:
Muhammad Hamid al-Fiqi. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-Kitab al-
‘Arabi — Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah: 1393h-1973m.
Ibn Battah, Abii ‘Abd Allah ‘Ubayd Allah ibn Muhammad
ibn Battah: al-Ibanah ‘an shari‘at al-firgah al-najiyah wa-
mujanabat al-firaq al-madhmtmah, tahqiq: ‘Uthman ‘Abd
Allah Adam al-Athytbi. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-Rayah lil-
Nashr, al-Sa‘tdiyah, al-Tab‘ah: al-Thaniyah 1418h.
. Ibn Taymiyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim: daqga’iq al-tafsir
al-Jami® li-tafsir, tahqiq: D. Muhammad al-Sayyid al-
Jalaynad. al-Nashr: Mu’assasat ‘ulim al-Qur’an — Dimashg,
al-Tab‘ah: al-thaniyah: 1404 H.
. Ibn Taymiyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Salam ibn Abd al-Halim:
al-Risalah al-Tadmuriyah, Dar al-Nashr: Matbti‘at Jami‘at
al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘Gd al-Islamiyah-al-Sa‘tdiyah
al-Tab‘ah: al-rabi‘ah, 1408h.
. Ibn Taymiyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Salam ibn Abd al-Halim:
Dar’ Ta‘arud al-‘aql wa-al-naql, tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Latif ‘Abd
al-Rahman. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah-Bayrat-
1417h-1997m.
. Ibn Taymiyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Salam ibn Abd al-Halim:
kutub wa-rasa’il wa-fatawa Shaykh Tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim al-‘AsimT al-Najdi. Dar al-Nashr:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Maktabat Ibn Taymiyah, al-Tab‘ah: al-thaniyah.

Ibn Taymiyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Salam ibn ‘Abd al-Halim:
Minhaj al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyah, tahqiq: D. Muhammad
Rashad Salim. Dar al-Nashr: Mu’assasat Qurtubah al-
Tab‘ah: al-ula, 1406h.

Ibn Khuzaymah, Abii Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn
Khuzaymah al-Sulami al-Nisaburi: Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah,
Dar al-Nashr: al-Maktab al-Islami-Bayriit-1390h-1970m,
tahqiq: D. Muhammad Mustafa al-A ‘zami.

Ibn Khuzaymah, Aba Bakr, Muhammad ibn Ishaq: Kitab al-
tawhid wa-ithbat sifat al-Rabb ‘Izz wa-jall, tahqiq: ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz ibn Ibrahim al-Shahwan. Dar al-Nashr: Maktabat al-
Rushd, al-Sa‘tdiyah, al-Riyad, al-Tab‘ah: al-khamisah:
1414h-1994m.

Ibn Rajab, Abt al-Faraj, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Shihab al-Din
al-Baghdadi: Jami al-‘Ulim wa-al-Hikam fi sharh khamsin
hdythan min Jawami® al-Kalim, al-Tab‘ah: al-sabi‘ah,
tahqiq: Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at, Ibrahim Bajis. Dar al-Nashr:
Mu’assasat al-Risalah-Bayrat-1417h-1997m.

Ibn Faris, Abu al-Husayn Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariya:
Magqayis al-lughah, al-Tab‘ah: al-thaniyah, tahqiq: ‘Abd al-
Salam Muhammad Hartin. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-Jil-Bayrit-
Lubnan-1420h-1999M.

Ibn Majah, al-Qazwini, Abii ‘Abd Allah, Muhammad ibn
Yazid, Sunan Ibn Majah: tahqiq: Muhammad Fu’ad Abd al-
Baqi Dar al-Nashr, Dar al-Fikr-Bayrit.

Ibn manzir, Muhammad ibn Mukarram: Lisan al-‘Arab, Dar
al-Nashr: Dar Sadir-Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah: al-tla.

Abu al-Husayn, Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj: al-Musnad al-sahth al-
Mukhtasar min al-sunan bi-naql al-Adl ‘an al-*Adl ‘an Rasil
Allah-salla Allah ‘alayhi wa-sallam — (Sahth Muslim),
tahqiq: Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi. Dar al-Nashr: Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabt — Bayrit.

Abi al-Qasim, Isma‘il ibn Muhammad ibn al-Fadl: al-Hujjah
fl bayan al-Mahajjah wa-sharh ‘aqidat ahl al-Sunnah, tahqiq:
Muhammad ibn Rabi‘ ibn Hadi ‘Umayr al-Madkhali. Dar al-
Nashr: Dar al-Rayah-al-Sa‘tidiyah / al-Riyad, al-Tab‘ah: al-
thaniyah-1419H-1999M.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

217.

28.

29.

Al’ajry, Abu Bakr, Muhammad ibn al-Husayn, al-shari‘ah:
Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-watan - al-Riyad, al-Sa‘tdiyah-1420h-
1999M.

Ahmad ibn Ibrahim ibn ‘Isa: Tawdih al-magasid wa-tashih
al-qawa‘id f1 sharh gasidat al-Imam Ibn al-Qayyim, tahqiq:
Zuhayr al-Shawish, Dar al-Nashr: al-Maktab al-Islami-
Bayriit al-Tab‘ah: al-thalithah: 1406h.

Ahmad ibn Hanbal: Musnad al-Imam al-Ahmad, Dar al-
Nashr: Mu’assasat Qurtubah — Misr.

al-Azhari, Abu Manstur Muhammad ibn Ahmad: Tahdhib al-
lughah, tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Awad Mur‘ib. Dar al-Nashr:
Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi-Bayrtt-2001M.

al-Asbahani, Abu Bakr, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Furak:
mushkil al-hadith wa-bayanih, tahqiq: Miasa Muhammad
‘Ali. Dar al-Nashr: ‘Alam al-Kutub-Bayriit al-Tab‘ah: al-
thaniyah: 1985m.

al-Bukhari, Aba ‘Abd Allah, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-
Ju‘fi: al-Jami‘ al-sahih al-Mukhtasar, (Sahih al-Bukhar),
tahqiq: D. Mustafa Dib al-Bugha. Dar al-Nashr: Dar Ibn
Kathir, al-Yamamah-Bayrat-al-Tab‘ah: al-thalithah, 1407h-
1987m.

al-Badr, ‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin: Tadhkirat
alm’tsy sharh ‘aqidat al-Hafiz ‘Abd al-Ghant al-Maqdist, Dar
al-Nashr: Dar al-Imam Muslim, al-Dar al’thryt-al-Madinah
al-Munawwarah, al-Tab‘ah al-tla: 1440h.

al-Bayhaqi, Abu Bakr, Ahmad ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali: al-
asma’ wa-al-sifat, tahqiq: ‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad al-
Hashidi. Dar al-Nashr: Maktabat al-Sawadi lil-Tawzi‘ — al-
Qahirah.

al-Tirmidhi, Abi ‘Is4, Muhammad ibn ‘Is4: al-Jami® al-sahih
Sunan al-Tirmidhi, Dar al-Nashr: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi-Bayrit, tahqiq: Ahmad Muhammad Shakir wa-
akharin.

al-Khurasani, Sa‘id ibn Mansur: Sunan Sa‘id ibn Mansiir,
tahqiq: Habib al-Rahman al-A‘zami. Dar al-Nashr: al-Dar al-
Salafiyah-al-Hind al-Tab‘ah: al-ala: 1403h-1982m.
al-Darimi, Abt Sa‘id ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id: nagqd al-Imam
‘Uthman ibn Sa‘1d al-Darim1 ‘ala al-Marist al-Jahm1 al-‘anid,

W OLY1 J6Ts (bl Olys (b d Soeaadl dde L)

M\ S)Ld (W7} Jﬁi ]



30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

tahqiq: Rashid ibn Hasan al-Alma‘i. Dar al-Nashr: Maktabat
al-Rushd-al-Sa‘tdiyah-al-Tab‘ah: al-tila: 1418h-1998M.
al-Dhahabi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman ibn
Qaymaz: al-‘Ali lil-AlT al-Ghaffar fi Idah Sahih al-akhbar
wsqymha, Tahqiq: Ashraf ibn ‘Abd al-Maqgsid. Dar al-
Nashr: Maktabat Adwa’ al-Salaf — al-Riyad, al-Tab‘ah: al-
ala: 1416h-1995m.

al-Sa‘di, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Nasir ibn ‘Abd Allah: al-
Tanbihat al-latifah, min Majma‘ Mu’allafat al-Shaykh al-
Sa‘di, Maktabat al-Mayman.

al-Sa‘di, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Nasir ibn ‘Abd Allah: Bahjat
Qulub al-abrar wa-qurrat ‘Uytn al-akhyar fi sharh Jawami*
al-akhbar, Dar al-Nashr: Wizarat al-Shu’tin al-Islamiyah wa-
al-Awqaf wa-al-Da‘wah wa-al-Irshad — al-Riyad, al-Tab‘ah:
al-rabi‘ah-1423h.

al-Shaybani, al-Dahhak, ‘Amr ibn Abi ‘Asim al-Sunnah:
tahqiq: Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani. Dar al-Nashr: al-
Maktab al-Islami, Bayrit al-Tab‘ah: al-tla: 1400h.
al-San‘ani, Abt Bakr, ‘Abd al-Razzaq ibn Hammam: al-
musannaf, tahqiq: Habib al-Rahman al-A‘zami. Dar al-
Nashr: al-Maktab al-Islami-Bayrit-al-Tab‘ah: al-thaniyah:
1403h.

al-Tabarani, Abi al-Qasim, Sulayman ibn Ahmad al-
Tabarant. al-du‘a’, tahqiq: Tahqiq: Mustafa ‘Abd al-Qadir
‘Ata. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah-Bayrit, al-
Tab‘ah: al-ula: 1413h.

al-Tabarani, Abt al-Qasim, Sulayman ibn Ahmad: al-
Mu‘jam al-kabir: tahqiq: Hamdi ibn ‘Abd al-Majid al-Salaft,
Dar al-Nashr: Maktabat al-Zahra’-al-Mawsil, al-Tab‘ah: al-
thaniyah: 1404h-1983m.

‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak ibn Wadih: al-zuhd: almrzwy,
tahqiq: Habib al-Rahman al-A‘zami. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Tlmiyah — Bayriit.

al-‘Uthaymin, Muhammad ibn Salih: sharh al-‘aqidah al-
wasittyah: Dar al-Nashr: Mu’assasat al-Shaykh Muhammad
ibn Salih al-‘Uthaymin al-Khayriyah — al-Qasim, al-Tab‘ah:
al-sabi‘ah, 1440h.

al-Farra’, Aba Ya‘la, Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn
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40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

Muhammad: Ibtal al-ta’wilat li-akhbar al-sifat, tahqiq:
Muhammad al-Najdi, Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-Dhahabi, al-
Tab‘ah: al-ula: 1410h.

al-Qari, ‘Ali ibn Sultan Muhammad: Mirqat al-mafatih sharh
Mishkat al-Masabih, tahqiq: Jamal ‘Aytani, Dar al-Nashr:
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah-Lubnan, Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah: al-tla:
1422h-2001M.

al-Qurtubi, Abt ‘Abd Allah, Muhammad ibn Ahmad: al-
Jami‘ li-ahkam al-Qur’an, Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-Sha‘b-
alqahrh.

al-Mawardi, Abu al-Hasan, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Habib:
al-Nukat wa-al-‘uytin: (tafsir al-Mawardi), tahqiq: al-Sayyid
ibn ‘Abd al-Magstd ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim. Dar al-Nashr: Dar
al-Kutub al-‘IImiyah — Bayrat, Lubnan.

al-Mundhiri, Aba Muhammad, ‘Abd al-‘Azim ibn ‘Abd al-
Qawi: al-Targhib wa-al-tarhib min al-hadith al-Sharif,
tahqiq: Ibrahim Shams al-Din. Dar al-Nashr: Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Ilmiyah-Bayrit al-Tab‘ah: al-tla: 1417h.

al-Nisa’1, Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman, Ahmad ibn Shu‘ayb: al-
Mujtaba min al-sunan, tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Fattah Abi Ghuddah.
Dar al-Nashr: Maktab al-Matbii‘at al-Islamiyah — Halab, al-
Tab‘ah: al-thaniyah: 1406h-1986m.

al-Nawawi, Abi Zakariya, Yahya ibn Sharaf ibn MurrT:
sharh al-Nawaw1 ‘ala Sahth Muslim, Dar al-Nashr: Dar Ihya’
al-Turath al-°Arab1 — Bayrit, al-Tab‘ah al-thaniyah: 1392h.

* ok ok
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