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Diagram of Higher Education qualification levels in England, Wales and Northern Ireland

National Qualification

Framework for Higher Education

European HE Area

Progression with selection of ‘

Framework* Qualifications ** Cycle/typical credits students
8 8 Third cycle
Specialist awards Doctorates (540 where appropriate) > D
7 IZ/I cers d Postaraduat Second cycle I
. asters degrees, Postgraduate > M
Level 7 Diploma Diplomas and Certificates (180/120/60) o
6 g nelors D Grad Dipl First cycle
. achelors Degrees, Graduate Diplomas L — He—
Level 6 Diploma and Certificates (360) 4
_ 4
5
5 i i i Short cycle
Level 5 BTEC Higher National E'plﬁmasd()f ngher Edu;atlgn and 4
Diploma urther E ucation, Ff)un ation (240)
Degrees, Higher National Diplomas |
. . . . (120)
Level 4 Certificate Certificates of Higher Education
c < A
3
Level 3 Certificate .
Level 3 NVQ # QCA/ACCAC/CCEA (non-HE) Entry
A levels ## QAA |
2 Entry to each level of the Framework
Level 2 Diploma for Higher Education Qualifications is
Level 2 NVQ possible from the next lower level in

GCSEs Grades A*-C

1

Level 1 Certificate
Level 1 NVQ
GCSEs Grades D-G

Entry
Entry Level Certificate in Adult
Literacy

the National Qualifications Framework
or Framework for Higher Education
Qualifications for students with the
necessary pre-requisites.

Typically one undergraduate academic
year is 120 credits (compare ECTS: 60
credits)
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Difficulties facing Saudi students on scholarships

during the foundation year in Britain

Dr. Khalid Saleh Alsubaie

Department of Educational Administration
College of Education, King Saud University

Abstract:

The paper aims to explore the difficulties that face Saudi students on
scholarships during the foundation year in the British universities and
educational institutions, and the way that could contribute to overcome these
difficulties from the point of view of the study members, as well as to identify
the significance statistical differences between the average responses according
to the study variables .

The study employs survey research to collect the quantitative data from a
sample consisting of (107) students who are currently studying for bachelor's
degree and studied the foundation year in the UK. The study also used the
interview tool to obtain the qualitative information from a sample of supervisors
in the Cultural Attaché consisting of (7) supervisors. The finding found a number
of difficulties that faced students in international foundation year regarding the
organizational procedures and students themselves. The study offers a number of
suggestions to overcome these difficulties from the viewpoint of the population
of the study.

Keywords: International foundation year - University education —
Scholarships
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