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THE REALITY OF FAMILY ENGAGEMENT IN DISTANCE
EDUCATION OF FEMALE STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL
DISABILITIES

Dr. Maha Saud Al-Blaihed
Department Special Education — Faculty Education

Al-Jouf university

Abstract:

THE STUDY AIMED TO IDENTIFY THE REALITY OF FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT IN DISTANCE EDUCATION OF FEMALE STUDENTS
WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES. THE DESCRIPTIVE ANALYTICAL
METHOD WAS USED. THE STUDY SAMPLE INCLUDED 127 MOTHERS
OF FEMALE STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES. THE
QUESTIONNAIRE WAS USED AS A STUDY TOOL. THE RESULTS
SHOWED THAT THERE ARE FOUR FACTORS AFFECTING FAMILY
ENGAGEMENT IN DISTANCE EDUCATION OF FEMALE STUDENTS
WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES, I.E., PARENTS’ TECHNOLOGICAL
SKILLS, THE NATURE OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES, THE
COOPERATION BETWEEN PROFESSIONALS AND FAMILY MEMBERS,
AND THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES.
IT WAS ALSO FOUND THAT FAMILIES USE SEVERAL
COMMUNICATION METHODS TO DEVELOP FAMILY ENGAGEMENT,
NAMELY TELEPHONE COMMUNICATION, AUDIO CONFERENCING,
AND VIDEO CONFERENCING. FAMILY ENGAGEMENT CONTRIBUTED
TO ACHIEVING SEVERAL BENEFITS FOR FEMALE STUDENTS WITH
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES, NAMELY
MODIFYING STUDENTS’ BEHAVIOR, RECEIVING INFORMATIONAL
SUPPORT FROM PROFESSIONALS, EXCHANGING EXPERIENCES WITH
FAMILIES OF OTHER STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES, IMPROVING
STUDENT ATTENDANCE, AND INCREASING ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT. THE RESULTS SHOWED THAT FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
IN DISTANCE EDUCATION OF FEMALE STUDENTS WITH
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES FACES SEVERAL OBSTACLES,
NAMELY THE LACK OR ABSENCE OF TECHNOLOGICAL
COMMUNICATION DEVICES, EDUCATIONAL SERVICES, NETWORK
COMMUNICATION, SUPPORT SERVICES, AND SCHOOL EMOTIONAL
SUPPORT FOR THE FAMILY.

key words: FAMILY, PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS, INTELLECTUAL
DISABILITY, E-LEARNING, TECHNOLOGY, COOPERATION, COVID 19.
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