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Savant Skills in Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder from the Point

of View of Parents and Teachers

Dr. Mohamed Elamir Ibrahim Mahmo
Department Special Education — Faculty Education

Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University (IMSIU)

Abstract:

The current study aimed to explore the perceptions of parents and teachers
regarding the savant skills of individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).
The researcher adopted a descriptive approach, which was suitable for collecting
and analyzing data through a questionnaire distributed to a sample comprising two
groups: the first group included 53 parents from the Charitable Society of Autism
Families, and the second group consisted of 41 teachers from various schools and
inclusion classes in Riyadh. The findings revealed a general lack of awareness
among all participants (parents and teachers) regarding the savant skills of
individuals with ASD. However, statistically significant differences were
observed between the two groups, with teachers demonstrating a higher level of
awareness. Additionally, the results indicated statistically significant differences
in perceptions of savant skills based on the severity of ASD (mild, moderate, or
severe), with the moderate level showing more favorable perceptions. In contrast,
no statistically significant differences were found in perceptions based on the
gender of individuals with ASD (male/female). The study recommended further
research, particularly in "Arab environments,” to address issues related to
individuals with neurodevelopmental disorders who possess savant skills.

key words: autism spectrum disorder, parents, perceptions, savant skills, teachers.
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