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Comparison Between the Performance of Public and Private Secondary
Schools in Madinah in the General Secondary, GAT, and SAAT Tests

Dr. Abdulrahman Awdah Albeladi
Department Educational Sciences — Faculty Arabic Language and Humanities

Islamic University - Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

As many countries strive to enhance their education systems, national and
international assessments have become key indicators of educational
improvement. In Saudi Arabia, the Education and Training Evaluation
Commission (ETEC) evaluates school performance through multiple standardized
tests, the most prominent being the General Aptitude Test (GAT) and the
Scholastic Achievement Admission Test (SAAT). These tests provide insight into
students’ academic performance and help assess the effectiveness of educational
offices and departments. This study aimed to compare the performance of public
and private secondary schools in Madinah in national tests (GAT and SAAT), to
identify differences between them, and to examine the relationship between school
average scores and the predictability of SAAT results based on general secondary
school grades. The researcher adopted the descriptive comparative predictive
method, as it aligns with the objectives of the study. The population consisted of
all secondary-level public and private schools under the Madinah Education
Department, totaling 102 schools (89 public and 13 private). The researcher used
data from the general secondary, GAT, and SAAT results for the academic year
1442 AH. The findings revealed that private schools outperformed public schools
overall. Moreover, a positive correlation was found between general secondary
school results and performance on the GAT and SAAT across both school types,
indicating that higher average scores in the general secondary test corresponded to
higher averages in the aptitude and achievement tests.

key words: secondary education, national assessments, student performance,

quality of education, Saudi Arabia.
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