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Challenges Facing Deaf Students In Higher Education From The
Perspective Of Faculty Members

Dr. Mubarak G Alanazi
Department Special Education — Faculty Education

Jouf university- Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the challenges faced by deaf students in higher
education and to identify the key requirements necessary to support them in the
university environment. A mixed-methods approach was employed. In the first
phase, semi-structured interviews were conducted with six faculty members
specializing in deaf and hard-of-hearing education, working in special education
departments at Saudi universities. In the second phase, the sample consisted of 105
faculty members from special education departments at Saudi universities. The
results indicated that the most prominent challenges faced by deaf students in
higher education, according to the participants, include educational and academic
challenges, language and communication challenges, social challenges, and
financial challenges. The most important requirements for deaf students in higher
education were also rated at a very high level. These requirements were related to
communication and linguistic aspects, the educational and academic process, and
social aspects. Moreover, the findings showed no statistically significant
differences in the perceived importance of these requirements based on academic
rank or gender.

key words: deaf students, higher Education, challenges.
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