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Educational Values Included in the Critical Thinking Curriculum for
Third Intermediate Grade: A Descriptive Analytical Study

Dr. Abeer Saleh Abdulaziz Al-Shuwair
Department Fundamentals of Education — Faculty Education
Imam Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University - Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the educational values included in the Critical
Thinking curriculum for the third intermediate grade, their diversity, and their
distribution ratios. The study adopted the descriptive-analytical approach based on
content analysis, using systematic frequency observation of the unit of analysis,
which included the idea, word, or meaningful sentence. The results revealed that
the Critical Thinking curriculum, consisting of 274 pages, included only 46
distinct values and 195 recurring ones distributed among main and subcategories.
Cognitive values ranked first with 42 occurrences (21.5%), followed by national
values with 33 occurrences (16.9%). Social and cultural values shared third place
with 30 occurrences each (15.3%). Ethical values ranked fourth with 19
occurrences (9.7%), religious values fifth with 18 (9.2%), personality-integration
values sixth with 12 (6.1%), and health values ranked last with 11 (5.64%). The
study recommended increasing the inclusion of values within the Critical Thinking
curriculum, particularly emphasizing ethical and religious values, and ensuring a
balanced distribution across all value categories to avoid the overrepresentation of
certain types at the expense of others.

key words: educational values; critical thinking curriculum; content analysis.
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