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Evaluating the Effectiveness of the Arabic Language Proficiency Test for
Non-Native Speakers: A Comparative Analytical Study in Light of
Scientific Standards

Dr. Abdulaziz Abdullah Saleh Almahyoubi
Department Language Preparation — Institute of Teaching Arabic Language

Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University - Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze the Arabic language proficiency test administered
to non-native speakers by one of the Saudi universities, as one of the standardized
assessments in this field. The study was based on a sample of 150 questions
selected from a total of 1,500 test items, distributed across three language skills—
listening, reading, and writing—in addition to the linguistic components:
vocabulary, morphology, and grammar. Two types of analysis were conducted:
qualitative analysis and quantitative analysis, focusing on question structure, skill
distribution, difficulty levels, and alignment with international reference
frameworks such as the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR). The researcher also performed a benchmark comparison with
two other Arabic proficiency tests: the Standardized Test for Measuring Arabic
Language Proficiency for International Freshmen at the Islamic University of
Madinah, and the Arabic Proficiency Test at the Saudi Electronic University. The
findings indicated a relative balance in the distribution of skills and linguistic
elements, with a clear tendency toward receptive skills over productive skills. The
results also showed a good variety of question types; however, some lacked
precise clarity and natural sequencing. The study concluded with several
recommendations for enhancing test structure. This analysis represents a
significant step toward developing more equitable, comprehensive, and learner-
responsive Arabic proficiency assessments for non-native speakers.

key words: Arabic language proficiency test, non-native speakers, analytical

study, scientific standards.
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