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Abstract

This paper concentrates on the positions adopted by three Arab-language scholars regarding
the Arabic dialects in their origins and study applications, namely, Muhammad Yaqoup Al-
Turkustaani, Jonathan Owens and Kees Versteegh. The paper starts with a descriptive analysis
of Arabic language change and the attitudes of ancient Arabic linguists towards this change. The
ancient attitude concentrates on investigating and working on standard language only; however,
this does not mean that ancient scholars denied the dialectal situation of that era. As mentioned
above, the description raises the question of two issues fundamental to understanding Arabic's
linguistic development and the various attitudes towards it. The first issue is that linguistic
investigations range between standardised and descriptive studies. However, standardised studies
have been initiated long before descriptive studies because descriptivism was linked to race or
religion. The second issue concerns the path that languages generally follow in their evolution. I
will focus on the views of Kees Versteegh and Jonathan Owens because their opinions are of
great importance in determining the attitude towards Arabic linguistic development. The study's
objectives are as follows: first, to provide a deeper understanding of the linguistic change in the
Arabic case; Secondly, I will reflect in greater detail on the positions that can be derived from
the works of the three scholars mentioned above highlighting what they agreed on and disagreed
on regarding the origins of contemporary Arabic dialects and the best way to study them.
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