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ABSTRACT:

The study of paradox is one of the propositions of modern criticism. It is concerned with
exploring its presence in literary texts, revealing its form, and identifying its types. Since it does not
adhere to a single agreed-upon definition, it can be summarized as the concealment of something while
expressing something else. This rhetorical maneuver reinforces the main idea of literary writing, which
distances itself from directness and reporting.

Among the literary texts suitable for analysis from this perspective is the essay; due to its
flexibility and the nature of its literary genre, it interacts with paradox in producing the literary discourse
it encompasses, depending on the skill of the writer dealing with it, as Sulayman Al-Falih did. Through
paradox, he was able to activate its types and invoke its representations, thereby benefiting from its
functions, such as irony, imagination, and persuasion.

Keywords: Irony, essay, persuasion, journalism, literary writing.
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