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Abstract

The setting in the novel *Branches of Homes* by the Saudi novelist *Mona Al-Ghamdi*
serves as a central and rich element within the narrative. It establishes multifaceted relationships
with various characters and events, influencing them both positively and negatively. As a pivotal
focal point in the text, the setting is indispensable, and no narrative moment can be constructed

in isolation from a specific place .

This significance becomes evident starting from the novel's threshold—the title itself—
where the narrator utilizes a considerable number of locations, most of which are diverse homes
inhabited by the characters as they move between them. These homes are situated in three cities
in Saudi Arabia: Jeddah, Mecca, and Al-Baha. The setting emerges as a key agent, transformative
and dominant, shaping the course of the narrative, events, and even the behaviors, emotions, and

psychological states of the characters, particularly the protagonist, within the novel..

key words: Setting, homes, polarization, Al-Ghamdi’s narrative.
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