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Abstract

This research is concerned with the study of the "The Story of Sual and Shumul",
which is one of the Tale of a Thousand and One Nights, in terms of exploring the movement
of the question, its process and the values narrated within the tale. The study adopted the
structuralist approach to reveal the levels and systems of the narrative.

The research traced the process of the question, the movement of the investigative
meaning and the values narrated across the level of actions and passages that resulted from it,
and the binaries driving the narrative. Thus, it focused on several binaries, including:
separation, communication, investigation, reporting, attempt, failure, encroachment,
surrender, demand and response.

The study also focused on at the level of actions by approaching characters and
relationships between actions, and it focused on deriving narrative programs that are
important and effective in moving the question and the research process. Within studying the
story, the research focused on the movement of time at the level of discourse, its relationship
with the question, its frequencies, movements of anticipation and retrospection that are
employed to serve the flow of the question. The research focused on uncovering the
relationship between narrative formulas and the patterns of seeing the question and its
movement. The research concluded by focusing on the semantic level to reveal the values
narrated within the stories, which appeared through the questions and actions of the central
character. It also highlighted the most prominent mechanisms that served the process of
questioning, embodied in: poetic testimony, religious and historical references, kindness, and
mask.

Keywords: Tales of a Thousand and One Nights, constructivism, narration of values,
the Story of Sual and Shumul.
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