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ABSTRACT

This study explores the impact of phonological gemination on al-Tabar1’s preferential
choices among Qur’anic readings (gira at) in his exegetical work Jami * al-Bayan.
Gemination is treated as a phonological phenomenon that affects the morphological structure
of words and contributes to variation in pronunciation, which may, in turn, influence semantic
interpretation in the Qur’anic text. The research highlights al-TabarT’s evaluation of this
phonetic feature through analytical examination of various cases involving geminated and
non-geminated forms.

The study is structured around two main axes:

The first addresses gemination as a decisive factor in determining the preferred
reading. Al-TabarT favored either the geminated form—such as (63s)) (<X ) ((ui)—or the

non-geminated one—such as (<)) and ((;12))—based on recitational consensus, sound

linguistic reasoning, and contextual clarity.
The second examines gemination as a neutral phonetic variant, in which al-TabarT accepted

,,,,,

both forms—geminated and non-geminated—such as ((oJ:d)) ((2623%)) ((E5a), and others,
so long as the meaning remained unaffected and the reading was reliably transmitted.

The study concludes that al-TabarT adopted a balanced methodology that combined
transmission-based authority (riwayah) with linguistic expertise (dirayah). He prioritized the
authenticity of the reading, its acceptance by consensus, eloquence, and semantic coherence
over purely phonological considerations. Gemination, therefore, functioned either as a
decisive factor or a neutral phonetic variant, depending on its consistency with the evaluative
criteria al-TabarT adhered to—namely, mutawatir transmission, consensus among reciters,
linguistic eloquence, and contextual soundness.
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