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Thesis Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on one of the important
yet overlooked manuscripts — a concise but significant
treatise by the renowned scholar Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn
Muhammad al-Khafaji (d. 1069 AH), entitled The
Grammatical Analysis of “Al-Hamdu Lillah”. This treatise
was written in response to a question posed regarding al-
Zamakhshar’s commentary in his al-Kashshaf, specifically
concerning the grammatical structure of the phrase “al-
hamdu lillah”. The central question addressed in the
treatise revolves around al-Zamakhshari’s statement in al-
Kashshaf: “The original grammatical case of (al-hamdu
lillah) is accusative, meaning: We praise Allah with praise.
The definite article (al) denotes genus (i.e., general
category), and whoever claims it denotes totality
(istighraq) is mistaken, although the latter conveys a
stronger meaning.”

In response, al-Shihab al-Khafaji took it upon himself
to clarify and explain al-Zamakhshari’s position. He
supported his exposition with scholarly opinions drawn
from both major grammatical schools — the Basran and
Kufan — particularly citing authorities such as Sibawayh
and al-Farra’.

In the course of the critical edition, | have examined
and highlighted the scholarly issues addressed in the
treatise, the various opinions of the grammarians, and al-
Khafaji’'s stance on al-Zamakhshari’s interpretation. This
was carried out following a rigorous academic
methodology in both editing and analyzing the manuscript.

Keywords:

Treatise — Grammatical Analysis — al-Hamdu Lillah — al-

Shihab — al-Khafaji — Critical Edition — Study
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