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Saudi-American Relations during the Suez Canal Nationalization Crisis in
1375/ 1956

Dr. Bandar Safar Al-Ruqi
Department of History - Faculty Humanities College
King Khalid University

Abstract:

Saudi-American relations during Egypt's nationalization of the Suez Canal in
1956 played a major role in the course of events at that time. Saudi Arabia has
utilized these relations to direct the policy of the United States of America to adopt
its stance in managing this crisis, take a more moderate one in line with the Saudi
perception, and preserve Egypt's inalienable right to manage the affairs of the
canal. The Kingdom pressured the American side and addressed all Western
attempts that sought to internationalize the canal. This eventually led the United
States to be satisfied with the Saudi vision after it realized that its relations with
the Kingdom as a major strategic ally in the region would be at risk and that serious
damage would befall its interests if it lost this major ally. This ultimately led to
Egypt's success in nationalizing the Suez Canal.
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(1)'Memorandum of a Conversation, Department of State, Washington, September
1, 1956": in: Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July
26-December 31, 1956, vol.16, pp.347-349.

(2) "Telegram From the Consulate General at Dhahran to the Department of State
Dhahran, August 23, 1956—10 p.m”, in: Foreign Relations of the United States,
1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, vol. 16, pp.273-5.
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(2) "Telegram From the Consulate General at Dhahran to the Department of State

Dhahran, August 23, 1956—10 p.m”, in: Foreign Relations of the United States,
1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, vol. 16, pp.273-5.
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(3) “Message From King Saud to President Eisenhower, Riyadh, August 24,

1956 “, in: Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26—~
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December 31, 1956, vol.16, pp.294-5.
(1) “Telegram From the Consulate General at Dhahran to the Department of State
Dhahran, August 23, 1956—10 p.m”, in: Foreign Relations of the United States,
1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, vol.16, pp.273-5.
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(4) “Memorandum of a Conversation, Riyadh, August 24, 1956”, in: Foreign

Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31,
1956, vol.16, pp.287-294.
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(1) “Memorandum of a Conversation, Riyadh, August 24,1956, in: Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31,
1956, vol.16, pp.287-294.
(2) “Memorandum of a Conversation, Riyadh, August 24, 1956”, in: Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31,
1956, vol.16, pp.287-294.
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(1) “Memorandum of a Conversation, Riyadh, August 24, 1956, in: Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31,
1956, vol.16, pp.287-294.
(2) NEA Files : Lot 56 D518, Report of special mission to Saudi Arabia, A49-24,
1956 Eisenhower Library .
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bhis habitual residence. A
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reporting tho 2
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went {roadlately t
and tben to Talf,

! w— z{-st oprortunity to aseo A=ir Falaal occurreq

Y
Al Pebruary b, 174k, whon ha rescnivod the diplomatic
A o s in 5141a. Althourh Aair Faianl hnd spoat 30 -

days in Znrlamd on hia raturn trip, and despita the
2 fact that thn Britlsh I"{tntlatar was rrencent, he took
up the greatar part of tho r=coption telXing about
nis trip %20 the United 143

taten,

Later in %he sene d ‘ir Felsel recnived oo
for tho 4lscuzelen of ¢ in offict-1 .atters. The
AAir lewnshed ferth into h a lonrthy gnd detailed
sccount of hiz trip that therc wna no o3sibility of
carrylng en any dlszusanien. Tt wnn ob7ious that
Anir Faisel waa dellghted =i%h overrthing ha anv, and
with all arrcnru=anta ande fer hia cenfert end
entartalinnant. ty mgaticned Mp Jaamarpd WL Pervar
of ths liaar Zaatarn Divlalon ang fir. seorno or the
Frotocol Di{7{u{cn a3 havinig* baeon particularly halpful.

On Tobruary 5, 1944, the filn preparcd by ol
Shorane tnlr Feisul’s trip to the Chited Stotes was
LECu!lomuth'; "Slr 0a the profector of the British
out s 0 ,_‘" $#in. Unfortunately, the projcctor wes
Aalr F e ';r, ¢i. thero wes no reproduction of sound.
and m::m; nurpliagd g runaing zorzientory oo the [get-I
the SM:)E" :\hn aonund oaly whean he w=3 unable to hesf
Waldorpes g2, 7140 bafore tha plerophone in tho

“3toria lMotal. g glao snid ho would like ®° 3

852 the )
Riyadn Un ngatn, barore tt goos to the Ling in

Agnin | 7 T .
agaln s ro'v)::r.;")'mry 6, 1941, I anw Aatr Falsal, end

2 to the aubject of Mt~ trip, and
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tno February 7, ullah BU
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Legation and 1n the couras gr gy °°

po %y at ©B° fed the inforzat T the exgyy

¥ n supplle =atlon that syer, ‘.
aoll3 together various nanbarg of ‘{lbn;?;t

orapan A

S onl jed him to the United States, ana they
r tho trip.

h Bu'lkhr!= 13 now more anxious to gar,

gtatas than Anir Falsal. back

qulln
r'}:tunitad
a {t is not clear what impression the Unlsed

wnile effort nnde on Aalr Faisal, there is no
gtato? "a:hﬂ:’ho was dooDly and favoradbly impressed by
questiod av in tho-Uaited -States. 'Wnen 4! -ussing
arot Bo. 8 ~ttors with him yosterday, I had the distinct
ofriciad E""thut his attitude toward tho United States
1;;1'0551&;“'”3 had undorgone a distinct chengs, and =
end ACCT cor;o as a result of his trip. Thether or not
ravorubt‘{e to'influence tho King, I should consider
h; 13131‘ to the United States a succese,
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“Memorandum of a Conversation, Department of State, Washington, September
1,1956": in: Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis,
July 26-December 31, 1956, vol.16, pp.347-349.

“Memorandum of a Conversation, Riyadh, August 24, 1956”, in: Foreign
Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31,
1956, vol.16, pp.287-294.
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in: Foreign Relations of the United States, 1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-
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“Telegram From the Consulate General at Dhahran to the Department of State

CRS Report for Congress. Saudi Arabia: Background and U.S. Relations, by
Christopher M. Blanchard, 2008.

Dhahran, August 23, 1956—10 p.m”, in: Foreign Relations of the United States,
1955-1957, Suez Crisis, July 26-December 31, 1956, vol.16, pp.273-5.

NEA Files : Lot 56 D518, Report of special mission to Saudi Arabia, A49-24,

1956 Eisenhower Library.
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Arabic References

First: Arabic documents and periodicals

Jaridat al-Ahram. (27 Sibtambir 1956m). al-‘adad (25497).

Jaridat al-Ahram. (31 Uktiibir). al-‘adad (25533).

Jaridat al-Ahram. (Nafimbir 1956m). al-‘adad (11).

Jaridat al-bilad al-Sa‘tdiyah. (30 Sibtambir 1956m). al-‘adad (2259).
Jaridat al-bilad al-Sa‘tidiyah. (3 Muharram 1376h). al-‘adad (2216).

Jaridat al-Jumhtriyah. (Sibtambir 1956m). al-‘adad (19).
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449).

Jaridat Umm al-Qura. (15tby* al-Awwal 1358h). al-‘adad (751).
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Risalat min James Miisa ila Wizarat al-kharijiyah al-Amrikiyah tatanawalu
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Watha’iq Wizarat al-kharijiyah al-Misriyah. (1956m-1957m). majmi‘ah watha’iq

Azmat al-Suways.
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Wizarat al-kharijiyah al-Misriyah.
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Third: Arabic and Arabized References:
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: Dar Sina lil-Nashr.

Raghib, ‘Abd al-Wahid. (Sha‘ban 1395h / Sibtambir 1975). Faysal wa-al-
‘uriibah. al-‘adad (al-thalith), al-Sunnah (al-ul4). al-Riyad : Darat al-Malik ‘Abd

al-‘Aziz.

al-Rafi‘1, ‘Abd al-Rahman. (1989). Thawrat 23 ywlyw1952m tarikhina al-Qaw1
1 Sab‘ sanawat 1952-1959m. T (2). al-Qahirah : Dar al-Ma‘arif.

al-Zirikli, Khayr al-Din. (1970). Shibh al-Jazirah al-‘Arabiyah f1 ‘ahd al-Malik
‘Abd al-‘Aziz. Bayrit : Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin. J (2).

Sa‘id, Amin. (1959). al-thawrah. Silsilat Tarikh Misr al-siyast al-hadith. al-
Qahirah : Dar Thya’ al-Kitab al-‘Arabi. J (1).

al-SamarT, Fahd. (1469/1999). Mawsii‘at Tarikh al-Malik ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz al-
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Shamiyah, Jubran. (1989). Al Sa‘tid madyhm wa-mustagbaluhum. London : Dar

al-Suhari.
al-Shaykh, Ra’fat. (1979). Amrika wa-al-‘alam. al-Qahirah : ‘Alam al-Kutub.
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*Abidin, Nabil Riyad ‘Abd al-Mawl4. (2021). Mawqif al-Mamlakah al-
‘Arabtyah al-Sa‘@idiyah min ahdath al-siyasah al-Misriyah (1952-1956). Majallat
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istiratyji. T (4). al-Qahirah : Maktabat al-Anjli al-Misriyah.

‘Abd al-Wahhab, Muhammad. (2006). ‘Abd al-Nasir wa-al-siyasah al-kharijiyah
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