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Critical Evaluation of Historical Narratives about Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi
Sufyan in al-‘Iqd al-farid by Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih
A Critical Historical Reading

Dr. Abdulrahman bin Nasser Al-Jaber
Department of History and Civilization, Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic
University.

Abstract:

The distinctive literary work, al-‘Iqd al-farid by Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih, stands as
an earlier historical source encompassing accounts and narratives pertinent to the
Umayyad State. Like other historical narratives, they necessitate a comprehensive
examination, critical evaluation, and analytical scrutiny, particularly regarding
their authenticity. However, it is certain that the book is characterized by two
overarching concerns. Firstly, the author faces allegations of harboring biases
towards Shi'ism, and secondly, his historical narratives lack requisite
authentication. Consequently, these issues have propelled the researcher towards
a meticulous review, scrutiny, and rectification of certain misconceptions related
to the achievements and history of the Umayyad Caliphs, especially the founder
of the Umayyad Caliphate, the esteemed Companion, Mu‘awiyah ibn Ab1 Sufyan,
may Allah be pleased with him. The research tackles a critical examination of the
narratives and accounts about Mu‘awiyah's governance of the Levant during the
era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, exploring the relevant events and
consequences. Furthermore, it delves into aspects related to his caliphate,
highlighting the significant achievements he undertook in preserving Ummah's
unity and cohesion, his adeptness in confronting internal and external threats, and
numerous other accounts that need scrutinized through historical critical approach.
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Romanized References

Awwalan : al-masadir
* Ibn al-Athir, ‘Alf ibn Muhammad al-Jazari, ‘1zz al-Din, (t630h / 1232m).

- alkaml fT al-tarikh, tahqiq : ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Salam Tadmuri, T1, Bayrut, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi,
1417h / 1997m.

« al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Ju‘fi, (t256h / 869m) :
- aljam* al-sahth, tahqiq : Muhammad Zuhayr, T1, Dar Tawq al-najah, 1422h.
« al-Baladhuri, Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Jabir, (t279h / 892m).

- ansab al-ashraf, tahqiq : Suhayl Zakkar wa-Riyad al-Zirikli, T1, Bayrat, Dar al-Fikr, 1417h /
1996m.

* Ibn Taymiyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Haltm, Shaykh al-Islam, (t728h / 1327m).

- Majmi‘ al-Fatawa, tahqiq : ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim, T1, al-Madinah al-
Nabawiyah, Majma‘ al-Malik Fahd li-Tiba‘at al-Mushaf al-Sharif, 1416h / 1995m.

- Minhaj al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyah fi naqd kalam al-Shi‘ah al-qadariyah, tahqiq : Muhammad
Rashad Salim, T1, al-Riyad, Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘ad al-Islamiyah, 1406h / 1986m.

« al-Tha‘alibi, ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Muhammad, (t429h / 1037m) :

- Yatimat al-dahr fi Mahasin ahl al-‘asr, T1, tahqiq : Mufid Muhammad gamhiyah, Bayrat, Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1403h / 1983m.

« al-Jahiz, ‘Amr ibn Bahr al-Kinani, (t255h / 868m).
- al-Bayan wa-al-tabyin, T1, Bayriit, Dar wa-Maktabat al-Hilal, 1423h / 2002M.
« Ibn Hajar, Ahmad ibn ‘Alf al-Asqalani, (t852h / 1448m).

- Lisan al-mizan, tahqiq : tahqiq Da@’irat al-Ma‘arif al-nizamiyah, D t, al-Hind, Mu’assasat al-
A‘lami lil-Matbt‘at, 1406h / 1986m.

* alhamidy, Muhammad ibn Fattth al-Azdi, (t488h / 1095m) :

- Judhwat al-Mugtabas fi dhikr wulat al-Andalus, T1, al-Qahirah, al-Dar al-Misriyah lil-Ta’lif wa-
al-Nashr, 1385h / 1966m.

« al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Thabit, (t463h / 1070m).

- Tarikh Baghdad, tahqiq : Bashshar ‘Awwad Ma‘ruf, T1, Bayrat, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1422h /
2002M.

« Ibn Khaldiin, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Khaldtin al-Hadrami, (t808h / 1406m).
- mugaddimah Ibn Khald@n, T1, Bayrit, Dar al-Qalam, 1404h / 1984m.
* Khalifah ibn Khayyat, al-Basri, (t240h / 854m).
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