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Political Systems of Caliphate, Emirate and Ministry in Ibn al-Khatib's
Writings

Dr. Mishaal Mohammed Al-Anazi
Department of History and Archaeology, College of Arts, Kuwait University

Dr. Abdel-Baqi Al-Sayed
Department of Islamic History and Civilization
Islamic University of Minnesota

Abstract:

Ibn al-Khatib was a prominent writer, historian and minister. Scholars tackled
his literary efforts, as well as his political efforts as a minister, in innumerable of
theses and researches. However, Ibn al-Khatib’s political thought remained
understudied and was not clearly analysed by scholars. This research has,
therefore, addressed this aspect in 1bn al-Khatib, relying on his political writings,
namely, Maqamat al-siyasah, wbstan al-Duwal, wa-takhsis al-Riyasah bi-talkhis
al-siyasah, wa-risalah al-falak fi Siyasat al-Malik, wa-al-isharah ild adab al-
Wizarah. The study will further identify some of his political views in his famous
books of history and literature such as al-Ihatah fi Akhbar Gharnatah, w’‘mal al-
A‘lam fiman biiyi‘a qabla al-ihtilam wryhanh al-Kitab wnj‘h almntab. Ibn al-
Khatib’s political practice and exposure to its subsequent ravages and dangers had
a great impact on him in writing down what he experienced particularly as one of
the prominent ministers with plenipotentiary power in many political matters. He,
thus, focused on his actions in his books. Some of these were his political writings
that were concerned with political systems, and the superior-subordinate
relationship. For example, he dealt with the state’s political system from its head,
the “sultan,” to the lowest class of subjects.

keywords: Ibn al-Khatib, minister, Granada, Bant Nasr, politics
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