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Echolalia and its relationship to psychological lucidity and insecure
attachment For a sample of normal children

Dr. Omar Ben Sulaiman Al-Shelash
Associate Professor of Psychology Department of Psychology - Faculty of
Sciences and Humanities in Shagra University - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

The current study aimed to explore the relationship between echolalia and
both psychological lucidity and insecure attachment in a sample of children. The
study adopted the descriptive associative approach, and the study sample consisted
of (176) children from the city of Riyadh. Echolalia, psychological lucidity, and
insecure attachment scales prepared by the researcher were used. The results of
the study concluded that there was a positive correlation between ecologic and
psychological lucidity in children, whereas an inverse correlation between
echolalia and insecure attachment in children was detected. It was also found that
there was an inverse relationship between psychological lucidity and insecure
attachment among the children of the study sample. The current study
recommends directing psychological counseling centers to provide counseling
programs for the development of psychological purity and directing the social
workers at schools to hold courses and training programs to develop the values of
tolerance and friendliness among ordinary children. It also recommends that social
and family relations, and care for normal children with echolalia should be
balanced by both the family and caregivers.

keywords: Echolalia, psychological lucidity, insecure attachment.
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Economic and Professional Gains and Challenges of CORONA Crisis
On Individuals and Familis in Saudi Society:
A Parallel Mixed-Methods Design

D. Ahmed bin Abdul Rahman Al-Bar
Department of Sociology and Social Service - College of Social Sciences,
Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

The study aims to explore several economic and occupational gains achieved
and challenges encountered by Saudi individuals and families as a result of Corona
crisis. It relies on two principal aspects: the financial aspect related to expenses
and savings, and the occupational one related to work environment and working
remotely. The findings indicate that some have achieved economic and
occupational gains whereas others lost their sources of income, leading them to
have a pessimistic outlook for the future. The study utilizes a parallel mixed
methods design in gathering and analyzing the data and draws some conclusions
that could be useful on both individual and occupation level, and on policy and
practice level in work environment.

keywords: Corona crisis, social reflections, opportunities and challenges from

crisis, the experience of Saudi society, a parallel mixed-method design
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Modeling causal relationships between psychological capital, strategies for
coping with stress, and psychological resilience among faculty members at
Umm Al-Qura University

D. Hoda bint Saleh Abdul Rahman Al-Shamimari
Associate Professor of Guidance and Psychological Counseling, College of
Education - Umm Al-Qura University

Abstract:

The study aimed to build a model that explains the relationships between
facing stress as an independent variable, psychological capital as a mediating
variable, and psychological resilience as a dependent variable among a sample of
faculty members at Umm Al-Qura University. The basic study sample consisted
of (64) faculty members at Umm Al-Qura University, and the study tools included
on the psychological capital scale, the stress coping scale, and the psychological
resilience scale. To analyze the results of the study, the IBM SPSS v.23 program
and the Amos v.20 program were used. The results of the study concluded that
(psychological capital) has a positive effect as a mediating variable on the
relationship between stress coping and psychological resilience, the presence of
direct and indirect effects of psychological resilience and its dimensions on facing
pressure and its dimensions through psychological capital.

keywords: psychological capital, coping with stress, psychological resilience,

faculty members
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Abstract:

Social media are increasingly popular and prominent modes of communication,
networking and information sharing in today’s society. Their use within higher
education has also intensified in the last decade, but it was during the Covid-19
pandemic that social media arguably became especially significant. This was
particularly the case for international students. Whilst the pandemic was an
extraordinary and potentially exceptional event, it is important to understand the
role, use and value of social media during this time from the perspective of the
students themselves to ensure optimal and effective utilisation of this important
medium by higher education institutions in the future. The current study drew on
qualitative semi-structured interviews with eight Saudi international students
studying in the UK at the time of the pandemic, including those who remained in
the UK and those who returned. The findings indicated that social media provided
international students with an essential means of communication and support, and
was valued as a learning tool, but it was under-utilised by universities and there
were important negative physical and mental consequences of increased social
media use for many. It is recommended that universities invest in this valuable
resource to supplement existing educational measures, whilst also developing
advice and guidance to facilitate its safe and effective use.
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Introduction

The use of social media has risen significantly in recent years
(Manning, 2016; Kemp, 2022) with figures for January 2023
indicating 4.76 billion social media users worldwide, or 59.4 per cent
of the global population (Petrosyan, 2023). Not only has social
media permeated society in general, but more specifically, it has
become prominent as a learning tool within higher education (HE)
settings (Moran et al.,, 2011; Schlenkrich and Sewry, 2012;
McCarroll and Curran, 2013; Mbatha, 2014; Romero, 2015; Sobaih
et al., 2016; Kumar and Nanda, 2018; Greenhow and Galvin, 2020;
Vandeyar, 2020). The role of social media further intensified in
educational settings during the Covid-19 pandemic, which saw the
viral outbreak of pneumonia in Wuhan, China in December 2019 and
the swift spread of the virus around the world (Marioni et al., 2020).
‘Lockdowns’ were a common response to the outbreak, where
countries placed restrictions on people’s movement and gatherings,
including across borders and in the UK, there were three lockdowns
across 2020 and into the beginning of 2021 (Brown and Kirk-Wade,
2021). During this time, the use of a variety of different forms of
communication became increasingly vital for maintaining
relationships. In addition to social media, video conferencing
platforms or applications, including Zoom, Microsoft Teams and
Google Meet, which facilitate live meetings between two or more
members, provided crucial tools for communication throughout the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Within HE specifically, responses to the spread of the virus varied.
Institutions with flexible systems and infrastructures, for example,
were able to adapt quickly and efficiently, being less affected by the
pandemic than less well-prepared institutions which were shut down.
Nonetheless, university closures were a common response to
containing the spread of the virus (Murugesan and Chidambaram,
2020) in line with national lockdown measures, leading to a rapid
increase in online learning, heightened use of online learning
platforms - such as Blackboard - and new technologies (or the
development of those already in place), and more flexible forms of
educational delivery becoming commonplace within higher
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education.  Alongside such developments, other technologies,
applications and communication tools also rose in prominence and
significance within HE, in particular, the use of social media. Thus,
in addition to representing the platform of choice for information-
sharing during the pandemic amongst governments and
organisations (Tsao et al., 2021) - and whilst social media was
already becoming increasingly important as a tool for learning
before the pandemic (Balakrishnan and Gan, 2016) - during Covid-
19, social media has been argued to have taken on an even more
significant role within HE, alongside video conferencing platforms
(Cavus and Sekyere-Asiedu, 2021; Papademetriou et al., 2022;
Tudor, 2022).

Problem statement

Whilst a wealth of literature has drawn attention to the importance
of social media for higher education during the pandemic, little has
focused specifically on its use and significance for international
students, and less so for Saudi international students, from a
sociological perspective. Furthermore, whilst there has been some
engagement with student perspectives, these have largely provided
valuable yet quantitative findings, arguably overlooking the depth
of understanding offered by more qualitative insights.

Objectives

The research aimed to explore the experiences of international
students with regard to social media use during the Covid-19
pandemic and determine its value for the students and the challenges
they encountered. The key objectives of the research were therefore:

e To provide an in-depth understanding of the ways in which
social media were used by Saudi international students
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

e To determine the value of social media for international
students on both a personal and academic level.
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e To understand the challenges encountered by the students in
their use of social media during the pandemic.

e To inform higher education institutions about the use and
value of social media for international students to facilitate
future developments in its use which may benefit both the
students and the institutions involved.

Significance

This article presents important contributions from research which
focused on exploring the role of social media for international
postgraduate students from Saudi Arabia during the Covid-19
pandemic. This is a timely issue, given the short period since which
the Covid-19 pandemic is deemed to have ended. Whilst the
pandemic was a difficult time for many students across the world,
for those studying abroad, a long way from their homes, friends,
families and communities, the experience could be particularly
challenging. Social media therefore has the potential to provide even
greater benefits for this specific group within educational settings. It
is thus crucial to gain in-depth insights, from international students
themselves, which can be used to inform educational institutions and
assist in the most effective use of this valuable and increasingly
popular medium in the immediate and near future.

Scope and limitations

The scope of the study was limited to the recruitment of eight Saudi
international students who were studying for a Master’s degree or a
PhD in the UK, during the Covid-19 pandemic. This included four
males and four females and those who had returned to Saudi Arabia
during the pandemic and those who had remained in the UK,
ensuring that a variety of experiences were represented. Participants
were recruited through Twitter using the Saudi Community. The
recruitment period lasted for two months, ending when the desired
sample of participants had been recruited. It is important to note that
the small sample utilised in the study, and the focus on one particular
culture — Saudi Arabian students — may be regarded as a limitation
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in terms of the applicability of the findings to other settings. Whilst
small samples do indeed restrict the generalisability of the findings,
the intent of qualitative research often goes beyond this to generate
rich, experiential insights which develop understandings of a given
population. Arguably, the findings presented from the current study
provide in-depth insights into the experiences and perceptions of a
previously overlooked group (Saudi international students) whilst
also informing the reader about concerns relevant to the needs and
preferences of international students as a whole. It is also worth
acknowledging the potential impact of researcher positionality with
the use of qualitative interviewing, particularly in relation to the
debate surrounding insider/outsider status of the researcher. The
researcher had experience of being a Saudi international student in
the UK at the time of the pandemic and as such, could identify with
the experiences of the participants in the research but there was also
a risk of inherent bias of being part of the culture or oversharing by
the participants (Byrne et al., 2015) which may have impacted the
results. Nonetheless, the ease of access to participants that this
insider status afforded, as well as potentially greater trust and more
meaningful discussions through enhanced understanding and shared
language (Holmes, 2020) were considered key benefits which
facilitated the interviewer-interviewee relationship and the
collection of rich data.

Terminology

Social media broadly refers to forms of media that enable
interactivity, participation and instant feedback, across a digital
platform (Davis et al., 2012). Such media is reflective of the
interactive age, distinguishable from what Manning (2014; 2016)
refers to as the broadcast age, where centralized media was
distributed to many people and where mediated communication was
often smaller scale and feedback was often delayed. Definitions of
social media have focused on web-based platforms as the main forms
of social media, which allow the generation and sharing of content
and interactions with other users, including blogs and microblog
sites (such as Tumblr), social networking sites (including Facebook
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and Twitter), content communities or video-sharing services (such
as YouTube or Instagram), photo sharing services (such as
Pinterest), collaborative projects or wikis (like Wikipedia), virtual
game worlds and virtual social worlds (Social Media Research
Group, 2016; Greenhow and Galvin, 2020).

For the purpose of this study, social media is operationally defined
as a range of web-based digital platforms specifically designed to
promote user interactivity, engagement, and the provision of real-
time feedback. These platforms, indicative of the interactive digital
age, differ from traditional broadcast communication methods
characterized by a central-source distributing content to a broader
audience with limited and often delayed user feedback.
Hypothesis

Given the increasing significance of social media as a tool for
communication, information-sharing, and learning, particularly
amidst the challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic, this research
proposes the following hypothesis:

Saudi international students who utilized social media platforms
during the Covid-19 pandemic experienced higher levels of
connectivity, emotional support, and academic engagement
compared to those who did not frequently use or had limited access
to these platforms.

This hypothesis stems from the preliminary evidence suggesting that
social media played a crucial role in providing international students
with essential communication channels and academic resources
during the pandemic, potentially mitigating feelings of isolation,
enhancing learning experiences, and facilitating peer interactions in
the absence of traditional face-to-face academic settings.

Review of the literature

The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic has altered various facets of
daily life globally, with the educational sector experiencing
unprecedented challenges. Around the world, governments have
implemented numerous preventive measures to curtail the spread of
the virus, notably lockdowns and restrictions on physical gatherings
(Brown and Kirk-Wade, 2021). Consequently, these measures
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catalyzed a swift shift from traditional classroom settings to online
education platforms. This transformation, while necessary, has
brought to light various challenges and opportunities in the
educational sector, particularly in higher education. Countries like
Saudi Arabia have not been spared, with the crisis exposing
disparities in readiness and adaptability to such sudden educational
shifts (Al-Bar, 2022).

Saudi Arabia, known for its rich cultural tapestry and historically
conventional educational practices, encountered unique challenges
during this shift. The nation grappled with factors like students'
mental health, awareness of modern teaching strategies, and specific
challenges for groups such as undergraduate women and the deaf
community (Al-Rasheed, 2021; Alamro, 2021; Aljedaani et al.,
2021). At the same time, the global rise in the use of social media
platforms and technologies offered potential solutions and tools for
overcoming some of these challenges (Ortiz-Ospina, 2019;
Aleksandrova and Parusheva, 2019).

Historical Context

International education and student mobility have undergone
significant evolution over the centuries. Originally grounded in
religious and cultural exchanges, the movement of students across
borders has expanded due to socio-economic factors, technology,
and geopolitics. In recent decades, the growth of technology,
especially social media platforms, has influenced how students
interact and acquire information, and consequently, how institutions
market their programs to attract foreign students (Ortiz-Ospina,
2019; Aleksandrova & Parusheva, 2019).

Saudi Arabia's commitment to investing in its human capital through
education is evident in its extensive scholarship programs for
overseas study. The Kingdom's program, predominantly established
in the 21st century, focuses on sending thousands of students abroad
annually to achieve qualifications in various disciplines and to bring
back valuable knowledge and skills.

However, like other aspects of international education, Saudi
Arabia's scholarship programs were not immune to global
challenges, especially the recent COVID-19 pandemic. With
universities shutting down and switching to online platforms, the

35&\.&",1\5 ;\.y\,.a:ﬂ\ e}w\ pivJ
(d}zﬂ\ ;}\) 21446 [ ) OM\} EJW) sl



experience of international students changed dramatically. Saudi
Arabian students faced several challenges during this period:

e Transition to Online Learning: The sudden switch to
remote learning posed challenges for students who were
accustomed to in-person instruction, affecting their academic
performance and social interactions (Hanafy, Jumaa &
Arafa, 2021; Aljedaani et al., 2021).

e Mental Health Concerns: The uncertainty and isolation
resulting from lockdowns and the pandemic, in general,
contributed to increased anxiety and other mental health
issues among students (Ali et al., 2022; Alyoubi et al., 2021).

e Adherence to COVID-19 Protocols: As a reflection of the
global student community, Saudi students also had diverse
perspectives towards COVID-19 preventive measures, with
varying levels of adherence (Almalki, 2022).

e Challenges Specific to Women: Undergraduate women in
Saudi Arabia faced unique challenges during the pandemic,
including juggling domestic responsibilities with academic
demands (Al-Rasheed, 2021).

e Training Needs: The pandemic highlighted the need for
increased awareness and training regarding modern teaching
strategies, especially for those at the tertiary level (Alamro,
2021).

The role of social media became even more pronounced during this
period. Platforms like Facebook, Instagram, and others facilitated
communication between students, teachers, and peers, helping
bridge the gap created by physical distancing (Aleksandrova &
Parusheva, 2019; Cheung & Vogel, 2011; Greenhow & Galvin,
2020). While social media provided a lifeline for many, it also came
with its challenges, including distractions and concerns about
privacy (Balakrishnan & Gan, 2016; McCarroll & Curran, 2013).
The Advent of Social Media in Education

The 21st century has seen a remarkable surge in the popularity and
ubiquity of social media. Platforms such as Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, and others have transformed the way we communicate,
share information, and engage with the world around us (Ortiz-
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Ospina, 2019). This change has significantly impacted the
educational sector, influencing the way educators teach and students
learn.

Development and Growth of Social Media Platforms

Social media's rapid proliferation is a testament to its immense
appeal and versatility. With billions of users worldwide, platforms
like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have redefined
communication and information sharing (Petrosyan, 2023). Such
platforms have become indispensable tools for communication,
information dissemination, and even professional networking
(Manning, 2016).

Integration of Social Media in Educational Settings

In the realm of education, social media has emerged as a potent tool
for fostering engagement, collaboration, and learning. Institutions
are increasingly integrating these platforms into their curriculums to
enhance student engagement, improve communication, and facilitate
collaborative learning (Aleksandrova & Parusheva, 2019). For
instance, educators have employed platforms like Facebook and
Twitter to create virtual classrooms, fostering student interaction,
sharing course materials, and facilitating discussions (Hung & Yuen,
2010).

Moreover, during the unprecedented challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic, social media played a pivotal role in bridging the gap
between educators and learners. As traditional classrooms shifted to
online platforms, many educators turned to social media to ensure
continuity in learning (Greenhow & Galvin, 2020). In a study by
Hanafy et al. (2021), the adoption of online learning in response to
the pandemic was highlighted, showcasing the adaptability and
resilience of educational institutions during these trying times.
Importance of Social Media for International Students

For international students, social media offers a unique lifeline.
These platforms not only help them stay connected with their
families and friends back home but also provide a platform to engage
with their peers, participate in academic discussions, and immerse
themselves in the cultural nuances of their host countries (Alamro,
2021).

Furthermore, the challenges brought about by the pandemic
emphasized the critical role of social media for international
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students. With travel restrictions and lockdowns, many students
were unable to return to their home countries. Social media
platforms became essential tools for them to stay informed,
connected, and mentally healthy during these challenging times (Ali
etal., 2022).

The Saudi Arabian Context: Social Media Usage

e Overview of social media consumption in Saudi Arabia
With the growth of digitalization globally, Saudi Arabia has seen a
surge in social media consumption. According to Petrosyan (2023),
the digital population has been steadily increasing, with a substantial
portion attributed to social media users. As Ortiz-Ospina (2019)
noted, the rise of social media has transformed the way societies
communicate, and Saudi Arabia is no exception.

e Preferred social media platforms among Saudi youth
The youth in Saudi Arabia, like their counterparts worldwide, have
shown an inclination towards platforms that offer a combination of
text, image, and video sharing. The platforms not only serve as a
medium of entertainment but also play a crucial role in education
and societal discourse (Kemp, 2022; Aleksandrova & Parusheva,
2019). Moreover, the significance of social media in educational
institutions has been highlighted by studies that delve into its usage
patterns (Aleksandrova & Parusheva, 2019).

e Cultural and societal impacts on social media utilization
Culture and societal norms in Saudi Arabia have influenced how
people utilize social media. There has been a growing emphasis on
using these platforms for educational purposes, reflecting the
country's focus on higher education and digital learning, especially
during the Covid-19 pandemic (Al-Bar, 2022; Al-Rasheed, 2021).
Furthermore, the challenges faced by undergraduate women during
the pandemic were amplified through social media, shedding light
on broader societal issues (Al-Rasheed, 2021).

International Students and Digital Support Systems

¢ Role of social media in forming support communities
Social media has been pivotal in forming support communities,
especially for international students. It offers a platform where
students can share experiences, seek advice, and provide mutual
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support (Hung & Yuen, 2010). Such communities became even
more crucial during the Covid-19 pandemic when physical
distancing norms were imposed, limiting face-to-face interactions
(Brown & Kirk-Wade, 2021).

e Virtual platforms as bridges for cultural exchange and

understanding

Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram have bridged gaps,
enabling students from different cultures to interact and learn from
each other (Cheung & Vogel, 2011). These interactions foster
cultural understanding and diminish stereotypes, promoting global
unity (Karvounidis et al., 2014). Universities have recognized this
potential and are increasingly incorporating social media into their
educational strategies to facilitate this exchange (Balakrishnan &
Gan, 2016).

e Social media as a coping mechanism during the study abroad

experience

Studying abroad can be a challenging experience, with students often
facing feelings of isolation and homesickness. Social media
platforms have provided these students with an avenue to connect
with their peers and loved ones back home (Celik, 2014). During the
Covid-19 pandemic, the role of social media as a coping mechanism
was even more pronounced. Platforms acted as a primary source of
information, ensuring students stayed updated about the situation in
their home countries and abroad (Ali et al., 2022).
Benefits and Challenges of Social Media for Saudi Students
during the Pandemic
The COVID-19 pandemic radically transformed the academic
experiences of students across the globe, and Saudi students studying
in the UK were no exception. The transition to online learning
platforms posed myriad challenges, but it also unveiled the powerful
role of social media in bridging gaps, alleviating isolation, and
disseminating critical information.
Social Media as a Source of Information
During the COVID-19 crisis, many students turned to social media
platforms as an essential source of updated information regarding
travel, lockdowns, and university policies (Al-Bar, 2022). Platforms
such as Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram served as a hub for
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notifications, allowing universities to reach their student populations
promptly (Greenhow & Galvin, 2020). Kemp (2022) reported on the
substantial increase in social media use during this period, reflecting
its heightened role in information dissemination.

Platforms Facilitating Academic Collaboration

The sudden shift to remote learning posed challenges in
collaboration and communication. Here, platforms such as
WhatsApp, Zoom, and Microsoft Teams became integral to the
academic experience (Alamro, 2021). These platforms, although not
strictly categorized as social media, borrowed many features from
them and facilitated peer interaction and collaboration amidst
physical distancing. Cavus & Sekyere—Asiedu (2021) examined the
contributions of such platforms in education during the pandemic
and found them invaluable for real-time academic discourse.
Socio-emotional Implications and Social Media

For Saudi students in the UK, homesickness, isolation, and cultural
disconnect became pronounced with the pandemic's restrictions (Al-
Rasheed, 2021). Social media platforms, particularly culturally
prevalent ones in Saudi Arabia became a lifeline for these students.
They connected not just with families back home, but also with peers
who shared similar feelings of displacement (Alyoubi et al., 2021).
Platforms such as Snapchat and Instagram allowed them to share
their experiences, bridging the emotional and geographical gaps.
Challenges with Social Media

However, reliance on social media wasn't without challenges.
Misinformation about the pandemic spread rapidly, causing
heightened anxieties among students (Azmi et al., 2022).
Furthermore, with academic and leisure activities both conducted
online, the boundaries blurred, leading to potential academic
distractions (Celik, 2014). The continuous exposure to distressing
news about the pandemic, combined with personal anxieties about
their academic performance, created a tumultuous emotional
environment for many (Ali et al., 2022).

Social Media and Academic Experience

Balakrishnan & Gan (2016) and Aleksandrova & Parusheva (2019)
have both underlined how learning styles impact the utilization of
social media. For Saudi students, the cultural context played a
pivotal role. Adapting to virtual classrooms had its own set of
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challenges - from time zone differences to the unfamiliarity with
certain digital platforms (Aljedaani et al., 2021). However, social
media offered some respite. Platforms enabled informal peer-to-peer
learning, allowing students to collaborate and share resources, aiding
their academic adaptation (Chugh & Ruhi, 2018).

Previous Studies:

Almalki (2022) aimed to assess the satisfaction, commitment, and
views of public health students in Jazan, Saudi Arabia, regarding
COVID-19 preventive measures, with the intent to augment the
campus experience. Using a descriptive analytical method and an
electronic questionnaire, the study encompassed 200 participants.
The findings revealed that 55.0% were discontented with the
preventive protocols instituted on campus. Interestingly, female
participants manifested a higher level of dissatisfaction compared to
their male counterparts. Statistical analyses discerned a significant
correlation between satisfaction levels and factors such as the
participant's gender and educational stage. The study underscored
the necessity for improvements in student satisfaction with COVID-
19 preventive measures and the equitable extension of these
measures to the entire student body. The research also suggested
further exploration into students' experiences associated with
transitions to new infrastructure, receiving COVID-19 vaccinations,
and the resumption of on-campus learning.

Al-Rasheed (2021) embarked on an exploration of the challenges
confronting female university students in Saudi Arabian universities
during the exclusive adoption of online learning amidst the COVID-
19 outbreak. Employing both the descriptive analytical and
qualitative methods and utilizing questionnaires, the study drew
from a sample of 68 female students from Princess Noura bint Abdul
Rahman  University. Predominant challenges highlighted
encompassed technical issues, the absence of personal interactions,
distractions, time management woes, unstructured schedules,
psychological stressors, the missing conventional university
ambiance, and restricted access to digital learning devices.

Alamro (2021) sought to evaluate the contemporary teaching
methodologies implemented by faculty at the University of Hail
during the COVID-19 pandemic, aiming to identify salient
motivations, needs, and hindrances from their perspectives. Relying
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on the descriptive analytical method and questionnaires, the study
garnered insights from 164 faculty members. Notably, the
importance of digital training in the context of these modern teaching
methods was underscored. Moreover, while faculty did employ
modern teaching methods to some extent, significant disparities
based on gender, academic rank, tenure, or academic specialization
were absent.

Ali et al. (2022) ventured to discern the interrelations between shifts
in sleep patterns, time perception, and digital media usage
consequent to the COVID-19 pandemic, and their impact on
students' mental health across educational phases. Utilizing the
descriptive analytical methodology and questionnaires, the study
covered 251 university students in Pakistan. The findings
illuminated significant disturbances in sleep patterns due to
government-mandated lockdowns. Increased engagement with
social media corresponded with prolonged sleep durations,
deteriorated sleep habits, and amplified fatigue. Additionally,
students frequently lost track of weekdays, with a distorted sense of
time, indicating a decline in mental well-being. The study advocates
for better sleep habits, minimized digital consumption, and hobby
engagement as potential remedies.

Alyoubi et al. (2021) turned their focus to the repercussions of the
COVID-19 pandemic on the mental well-being and sleep patterns of
university students in Saudi Arabia. Implementing the descriptive
analytical method and questionnaires, the study tapped into the
experiences of 582 students aged 18 to 45. The results painted a
bleak picture, with undergraduate students reporting heightened
levels of depression, anxiety, and stress, alongside diminished
resilience during the pandemic. Factors such as pre-existing mental
health conditions and learning impediments (e.g., dyslexia,
dyspraxia, dyscalculia) corresponded with exacerbated depression
and stress. Furthermore, diminished psychological resilience and
heightened insomnia levels were significantly linked with amplified
levels of depression, anxiety, and stress among college students.
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Methodology and procedures

Qualitative semi-structured interviews were selected as the primary
data collection method to ensure that participants could convey their
thoughts, experiences and perspectives more openly than structured
methods such as questionnaires and surveys would allow
(Alshengeeti, 2014) and as mentioned, the intention was to
contribute more qualitative insights to a field that has been largely
dominated by quantitative research.  Whilst it was important to
remain aware of the limitations of qualitative interviews in relation
to conduct, analysis and interviewer effect (see, for instance, Berg
and Lune, 2013; Adams, 2015), it was felt that the benefits of gaining
rich, in-depth insights in the words of the students themselves, far
outweighed the disadvantages of this method. The interviews were
carried out in Arabic - the first language of the participants - ensuring
participants not only felt at ease but that the validity of the study was
increased through participants articulating their thinking in their
mother language (Creswell, 2005). The interviews were recorded
and typed up, before being translated to English. It was important to
be aware, however, that the representation of participants’ words
may be questioned by the participants themselves when viewed in
the written form, which can be further exacerbated by the translation
process, “because in the translation the words are literally not their
own anymore” (van Nes et al., 2010: 313). Participants were
therefore invited to read their translated transcripts in English, to
ensure accurate representation of their accounts and the intended
meanings.

As touched on above, participants were recruited through Twitter
using the Saudi Community. An advert was placed requesting
participants who had been Saudi international students studying for
an MA or PhD in the UK at the time of the pandemic. Recruitment
ended once an equal number of males and females came forward to
participate, four of whom had remained in the UK during the
pandemic and four of whom had returned, with two each of MA and
PhD students. The intention was not to identify comparisons
between genders and levels of study, as with such a small sample,
this would not have provided sufficient evidence, but rather,
diversity in the sample enabled richer and more detailed insights
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from a variety of perspectives. Eight participants in total took part
in the interviews and all but one had completed their studies.
Participants were provided with an information sheet and consent
form, which they were asked to sign prior to the interviews taking
place. Face-to-face interviews were conducted in Saudi Arabia in
quiet locations selected by the participants, including a university,
coffee houses and libraries during October and November of 2022.
The participants were asked to share their experiences of social
media before and during the pandemic, on both a personal and
academic level, as well as the benefits and challenges encountered
in relation to social media use at this time.

Participants were selected using purposive sampling to ensure that
they represented groups within the chosen population of Saudi
international students studying in the UK at the time of the Covid-
19 pandemic and had relevant knowledge and experience of the
chosen topic. As touched on above, however, it was felt important
to include some diversity within this sample, to provide as rich
insights as possible. Subsequently, purposive sampling, with its
focus on targeting the required population (Palinkas et al., 2015),
was regarded as the most convenient approach. The ensuing sample
included two MA and two PhD students who had returned home
during the pandemic, with one male and one female in each group,
and two MA and two PhD students who had remained in the UK
during the pandemic, again with one male and one female in each
group. Whilst this form of sampling raises questions around the
ability to generalise the findings beyond the selected participants, as
well as the potential bias (Pole and Lampard, 2002), it can also be
argued that more important than generalising the findings is the
ability to develop “rich, contextualized understanding of human
experience through the intensive study of particular cases” (Polit and
Beck, 2010: 1452).

The research strategy was rooted in thematic analysis, building upon
the six essential stages set out by Braun and Clarke (2006). The first
steps involved transcribing the interviews conducted in Arabic and
subsequently translating them into English. To immerse in the data,
transcripts were meticulously read and re-read.

During the coding phase, raw data was systematically broken down
into more manageable parts. Initial codes were generated by
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highlighting phrases, sentences, or sections of the transcripts that
seemed particularly poignant or relevant based on the research
questions and existing literature. This phase produced a
comprehensive list of codes capturing a range of participant
experiences, perceptions, and sentiments.

Post the coding phase, these codes were assembled into potential
themes. These potential themes encapsulated grouped codes that
shared similar or overlapping content. Themes were then reviewed,
refined, and organized to form a cohesive narrative that would
articulate the participants' shared experiences and perspectives.
Ethically, the study strictly followed the British Sociological
Association’s (BSA) Statement of Ethical Practice (2017). Utmost
priority was given to the safety of the participants, ensuring
confidentiality, maintaining anonymity, safeguarding data, and
acquiring informed consent. The participants were provided with
comprehensive information regarding how their data would be
handled, protected, and the limits to which it would remain
anonymous. To protect participants' identities, pseudonyms were
utilized, and all identifiable details were concealed.

Lastly, participants were presented with a consent form, both in
Arabic and English, prior to the interviews. The form described the
study's objectives, the rights of participants, and the intended
dissemination of the study's findings.

Results and discussion

In the responses gathered from the participants, there was a
noticeable divergence from the findings of Aleksandrova and
Parusheva (2019). While they highlighted Facebook as the
predominant form of social media among students, this study
revealed that during the Covid-19 pandemic, platforms like Twitter,
WhatsApp, YouTube, Instagram, Duo, and Snapchat gained
prominence. Remarkably, Twitter was the standout platform in this
study, with every participant acknowledging its use. It was trailed by
WhatsApp, YouTube, and Instagram. For instance, Maha noted that
although she frequented platforms such as Snapchat, Instagram, and
WhatsApp during the pandemic, her primary attention was centered
on Twitter.
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I loved reading people’s Tweets, following the news and also
posting myself. | have many followers and would go on daily
posting everything that I have been doing throughout the day.

The observed preferences among participants resonate with the
prevailing social media trends in Saudi Arabia. The most favored
social media platforms in the nation, ranked by popularity, are
WhatsApp, Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, TikTok, and Facebook.
Notably, Twitter's surge in popularity during the Covid-19 pandemic
was evident in our findings. While only two participants reported
using Twitter before the pandemic, all eight indicated its use during
and post-pandemic. Additionally, video conferencing platforms,
such as Zoom, Teams, and Skype, found mention in participants'
definition of social media. Among these, Zoom emerged as a clear
favorite. Seven out of the eight participants discussed their
utilization of Zoom for both academic and personal purposes during
the pandemic. This inclination towards Zoom mirrors global
patterns, solidifying Zoom's position as one of the predominant
'lockdown winners' of 2020, as noted by Richter (2022).

In light of the complexities and disruptions ushered in by the Covid-
19 pandemic, the shifting landscape of social media usage in Saudi
Arabia’s higher education context serves as a reflection of broader
socio-cultural and pedagogical shifts. Al-Rasheed (2021)
underscores the unique challenges faced by undergraduate women
during this period, suggesting the heightened need for connectivity
and information dissemination, potentially explaining the surge in
Twitter usage. These challenges might have necessitated a more
active engagement with platforms that provided real-time news, peer
interactions, and academic updates. Similarly, Alamro (2021)
touches upon the pressing need for the awareness and application of
modern teaching strategies during the pandemic. The
acknowledgment of platforms like Zoom and Teams as social media
tools by participants, as indicated in our findings, can be seen as an
organic response to these teaching adaptations. Aljedaani et al.
(2021) further elucidate the distinct perspectives and challenges of
certain demographics, such as deaf students, necessitating the
diversification of online platforms and tools for inclusivity.
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Moreover, the emotional and mental toll on students during the
lockdown period, highlighted by Ali et al. (2022) and Alyoubi et al.
(2021), might have played a role in their gravitation towards
platforms like Twitter for a sense of community, news, and academic
camaraderie. Given the overarching narratives of the aforementioned
studies, it is evident that the seismic shifts in social media
preferences among students are emblematic of a deeper,
multifaceted adaptation to a global crisis, reshaping the contours of
education, connectivity, and well-being in the Kingdom.

Social media as an essential means of communication

As previously discussed, the myriad benefits of social media use in
Higher Education (HE) are well-known. However, in this study,
there was a unanimous consensus among participants regarding the
primary value of social media during the Covid-19 pandemic: it
served as a vital communication tool to stay in touch with family,
friends, and colleagues. Such a need for connection is unsurprising
during times of uncertainty and imposed social distancing, but it
becomes even more pronounced for international students distanced
from their homes and families. All eight participants emphasized the
importance of staying connected to their loved ones, with seven
highlighting the significance of social interaction during a time when
it was severely limited. Many pointed out that visual interactions,
facilitated by apps like Google Duo or FaceTime, where they could
see their families, were particularly cherished. This consistent
connection substantially alleviated feelings of loneliness and
isolation, especially for the two participants who chose to stay in
their host country throughout the pandemic.”

It allowed me to communicate with family who is far away.
You feel like you are with them when you see them in the
camera, so you feel less isolation from your family
(Mohammed).

| am abroad, far away from my family and home country, so
if I didn’t have social media, I just couldn’t have imagined
my life without it during this pandemic. | kept in contact with
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my family and my friends in Saudi. | felt that we had a bridge
between us, it was a way of feeling closer to them, interacting
with them (Maha).
At the same time, international students who returned to their home
country during the pandemic also highlighted the importance of
social media for facilitating social interaction at a time when they
were prevented from being with friends and family. As Rowan
explained:

Social media helped me to continue to see and be with my
friends. We used to always meet, maybe sit having a coffee
together or going to each other’s houses. Once that stopped
because of Covid, we were still able to be in touch every day.
Having social media meant we could be together all the time,
so we didn’t miss each other so much.

For two participants who had journeyed back to their native
countries during the pandemic, social media emerged as a bridge to
reconnect with acquaintances and friends with whom they had lost
touch. For example, Rowan shared that she was able to rekindle
relationships with individuals she hadn't spoken to in years. She
believed that social media played a pivotal role in enhancing and
solidifying these bonds.

While the study didn't aim to highlight differences within such a
compact sample size, a noteworthy observation was the distinction
in the connections made by students based on their location during
the pandemic. Students who went back to their home countries not
only mentioned family but also brought up other connections such
as friends and university contacts. In contrast, students who chose to
stay in the UK predominantly referenced their family or a
combination of family and friends. As Layla explained:

Oh my God, this was very important for me. As an
international student, it meant | could keep in touch with my
family, who are the most important people in my life.

This distinction between international student returners and those
who stayed might be expected, given that for many, the most
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important people in their lives are far away. The returners being in
closer proximity to friends and family, and even living with some,
may have opened up opportunities to consider other people in their
lives, such as those they have lost contact with. For those who
remained in the host country, however, it is likely that families were
at the forefront of their minds.

The findings highlighting the role of social media as a primary
communication tool for international students during the Covid-19
pandemic resonates with multiple scholarly sources. For instance,
Al-Bar's (2022) discussion about the management of the Covid-19
crisis in Saudi Arabia suggests that adaptive strategies and
innovative communication methods were pivotal during this period,
reaffirming the experiences of participants like Mohammed and
Maha who found solace in visual interactions to connect with
families from afar. Furthermore, Al-Rasheed (2021) expounds on the
challenges undergraduate women faced in Saudi Arabia during the
pandemic. While this source is gender-specific, it gives a cultural
context, providing a backdrop for understanding the shared
sentiments of Saudi students like Maha who emphasized the
importance of the virtual "bridge™ social media provided, bridging
the emotional and physical distance.

Diving deeper into the observations on the distinctions in the
connections made by students based on their location during the
pandemic, the references offer enlightening perspectives.
Aleksandrova and Parusheva (2019) illustrate the patterns of social
media usage in higher education institutions, shedding light on how
technological tools can shape student interactions. For students like
Layla, who remained in the UK, the emphasis on family might be
intrinsically linked to the need to maintain cultural and emotional
ties with loved ones, given the distance and the unprecedented
challenges presented by the pandemic. The essence of this
inclination is mirrored in Alyoubi et al.'s (2021) research, which
delves into the mental health implications of the pandemic on
students in Saudi Arabia. Emotional isolation coupled with the
physical separation could have intensified the need to cling to
familiar bonds, justifying the primary focus on family connections
for those students who stayed abroad. On the other hand, students
who returned to their home countries had the opportunity to tap into

35&\.&",1\5 ;\.y\,.a:ﬂ\ e}w\ pivJ
(d}zﬂ\ ;}\) 21446 [ ) OM\} EJW) sl



a broader network, not just limited to immediate family, which is
reflective of the findings in Au, Lam, and Chan's (2015) work that
addresses barriers and issues in social media education. For students
in closer proximity to their networks, the physical closeness could
have possibly opened doors to rekindle older ties, emphasizing the
diverse ways in which individuals leveraged social media based on
their geographical positioning during the crisis.
While such use of social media might not be considered central to
the participants' academic experiences, it was clearly crucial for
maintaining their mental and emotional health, reducing social
isolation and loneliness. For half of the participants, it also facilitated
their ability to cope and ensured they received the social support they
needed:

| felt connected to everyone, the university, my friends, my

family. This helped me to feel less isolated and | could cope

better. It helped me so much to feel okay (Maha).

I spent time with my mum every day, talking through what we
had been doing. She is everything to me, she is my best
friend. Ididn’t feel isolated, even though | was far from my
family, because | was talking to my mum every day. | felt
better and reassured when | talked to her (Layla).

Furthermore, communication with family and friends wasn't the only
use of social media highlighted by participants. Some also
emphasized its importance in facilitating communication between
university staff and students. However, it became clear that many
were referring to video conferencing applications like Zoom and
Skype, rather than traditional social media platforms. Participants
also mentioned communicating with staff via email and online
learning systems such as Blackboard. The use of the social
networking site Twitter was discussed by four participants as a
channel for communication between the university and students.
However, it was suggested that during the Covid pandemic, the use
of Twitter for this purpose had actually decreased. As Maha
elaborated:

... Twitter wasn’t used as much as before Covid, because it

would be used to advertise events and all of the things that

Social Media's Influence on Saudi International Students in the UK:

Exploring Study Experiences Amidst the Covid-19 Pandemic




were going on in the university before, but during Covid,

there was less to advertise and so it wasn’t really used as

much.
Many participants highlighted their use of WhatsApp, emphasizing
that this platform was established by students for their peers without
any formal university involvement. Such findings echo earlier
research, suggesting that students often initiate the use of social
media platforms for educational purposes (Aleksandrova and
Parusheva, 2019). Surprisingly, three participants reported that their
respective universities did not harness the potential of social media
either before or during the Covid-19 pandemic. This suggests that,
despite the evident advantages of social media as a channel for
communication, its potential remained largely untapped by these
institutions during this critical period.
On another note regarding communication, a unanimous observation
was the consistent outreach from the Saudi Ministry to its students
studying abroad. Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, the Ministry
leveraged social media and video conferencing tools to maintain
communication. The predominant channels of communication were
emails, Twitter, and Zoom. For the students, this proactive outreach
was invaluable. It provided them with a sense of support and
reassurance during an otherwise tumultuous period. As Fahed
explained:

Through Twitter and email, all students were contacted to
see how they were coping with Covid and to fill in a form if
facing any challenges.

In analyzing the experiences of the participants, it's evident that the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic accelerated an already-emerging
trend of reliance on digital platforms for both social and academic
purposes. Tudor's research on the global uptick in the use of web and
video conferencing software during the pandemic period (Tudor,
2022) seems to be reflected in the participants' overwhelming use of
tools like Zoom and Skype. These tools not only served as academic
lifelines but also crucial emotional anchors, redefining the
boundaries of the "classroom" to encompass both formal instruction
and informal emotional support.
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Tur and Marin's (2015) exploration into the role of social media,
particularly Twitter, in enhancing educational outcomes, is mirrored
in the accounts of the participants. While the use of Twitter for
university event promotions witnessed a decline during the
pandemic, as noted by Maha, its potential as an academic
communication platform, as suggested by Tur and Marin, remained
evident. Its utility extended beyond mere event promotion to a vital
channel for outreach and connection, as evidenced by the proactive
engagement from the Saudi Ministry.

Vandeyar's (2020) discussion on the "academic turn” of social media
in higher education seems to echo in the participants' narratives. The
organic establishment and use of platforms like WhatsApp for peer
support and academic discussions underline Vandeyar's assertion of
the evolving role of social media in academic landscapes. Such
platforms, typically reserved for personal conversations, were
quickly adapted and optimized for educational purposes, showcasing
students' resilience and adaptability.

Vital et al. (2022) investigated the impacts of the pandemic on
students in Mexico and underscored the significance of
technological outreach in maintaining academic continuity and
emotional well-being. This emphasis on technology-mediated
support is a universal experience, not confined to any particular
geography, as seen in the narratives of the participants who received
consistent outreach from the Saudi Ministry during these challenging
times.

The observation of Zincir (2017) regarding knowledge workers' use
of social media as personal knowledge management tools can be
juxtaposed against the students' experiences. While the study
focused on knowledge workers, parallels can be drawn with students
leveraging these platforms not just for knowledge sharing but also
for emotional sustenance, thereby expanding the definition of
"knowledge management" to include emotional well-being and
resilience.

Once forms had been filled in, students then received the support
they needed. This included medical help and support with mental
health issues. As two participants explained:
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When | heard about the possibility of treatment for anxiety, |
applied for it and was able to get support in London... When
I went to the GP for treatment, it was going to be very
expensive, but my country agreed to pay for it for me. | had
six sessions of cognitive behavioural therapy. | was very
grateful to them for the treatment and it continued when |
went home (Abdulaziz).

The people who were not well and needed medicine, the
Embassy made sure they had their medication delivered to
them (Rowan).

The primary messages communicated to the students included
notifications about the opportunity for a cost-free ‘evacuation' from
the UK, alerts regarding the provision of PPE such as gloves and
sanitizers, mental health support, and the dissemination of
information and reassurance. All participants commended the
support they received from the Ministry. This aligns with prior
research on the subject, which shows a strong level of trust and
satisfaction concerning the government's handling of the pandemic
(Al-Bar, 2022). The participants appeared to deeply appreciate the
efforts of the government and were vocal about the comfort and
security these measures provided during such trying times. As
Khaloud articulated:

They were amazing, they supported us so much. They had
my back. They were so good, especially offering to evacuate
all students to go home. It was a great thing to do. And they
offered resources when they were gone from everywhere.

It seemed that the use of social media in this case, helped to ensure
that as many international students as possible were reached and that
they felt supported during what was a difficult time for many.
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Social media as a valuable learning tool

While most participants talked about utilizing the university's
learning system, library catalog, and Google Scholar to access
sources for their studies, several found social media to be an
invaluable learning tool. Specifically, Twitter was highlighted by
four participants as a significant source of research support and
resources.

| used Twitter for information for my study. | followed other
students who would post information and articles on Twitter
(Fahed).

YouTube was vital for several participants. For Rowan, although
Twitter was her go-to social media platform during Covid for
research and gathering information, YouTube was equally
beneficial. She used it to learn about living abroad and navigating
life as an international student.

Social media was also cited in the context of conducting empirical
research. Mohammed, one of the participants, highlighted the
significance of social media in facilitating his data collection. Instead
of his initial plan of face-to-face interviews, he utilized social media
platforms to connect with participants and conduct interviews. He
stated:

It was very good that we have this choice to carry on the
research because my dad was not well, so | wanted to finish
and go back to Saudi, so being able to carry on with the
research really helped.

Participants also highlighted the use of social media as a learning
tool beyond their studies, which enabled them to develop their skills
during the Covid-19 pandemic. As Layla explained:

| found Instagram so impressive because before, | was not a
good cook, but now, because | have been sitting at home and
watched Youtube and Instagram reels on a daily basis, |
learnt to use skills that I didn’t have before.
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Notably, for two participants, social media also became a source of
income. Rowan had a boutique, and she mentioned that through
Instagram, she was able to expand it during Covid, given the extra
time she had. Similarly, Khaloud created an Instagram account
where she amassed followers through her cooking posts. Due to her
substantial following, she became an enticing prospect for
advertisers, which consequently generated income for her via the
platform.

Negative physical and mental effects of increasing personal use
Previous research suggests that time spent on online social networks
can have a negative impact on academic performance (Paul et al.,
2012). Indeed, there was evidence of a correlation between the
adverse effects of social media usage on participants' health and,
subsequently, their studies. The detrimental consequences of Covid
were evident among participants, particularly regarding the fear and
distress they felt during this challenging period. For instance, Maha
cited sleep issues resulting from the continuous exposure to Covid-
related information. Beyond this, social media itself displayed
negative repercussions. While all participants acknowledged the
significant benefits they derived from social media accessibility
during their studies amid the Covid-19 pandemic, all eight expressed
concerns about their addiction to, or heavy dependence on, these
platforms for information, entertainment, and communication.
Asham commented:

Iwas so addicted, I didn’t feel like I did before as I was sitting
on it all the time, I couldn’t sleep. My eyes were on the phone
all the time.

The adverse effects on health subsequently influenced the ability to
study or focus on work. Six participants also highlighted additional
issues. The most prevalent criticism of social media during that
period, consistent with prior literature (Ali et al., 2022; Almaki,
2022), was the incessant exposure to fake news through this channel.
However, what this study underscored was the ramifications of such
fake news on students. Four participants detailed how it evoked
significant fear, stemming from accessing an overload of
information about ongoing events, confronting alarming statistics,
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understanding the magnitude of deaths, and the widespread panic
about food shortages.

The integration of social media as a crucial learning tool during the
pandemic, as depicted by the participants' experiences, mirrors the
findings of various studies. Castro-Romero (2015) explored the
growing importance of social media in higher education contexts,
especially in countries like Mexico and South Korea. Similarly, in
the narratives, platforms like Twitter and YouTube were cited not
just as recreational tools, but as essential resources for academic
research and skills acquisition. The role of Instagram, particularly,
as an educational platform has been highlighted by Puigvert et al.
(2022), emphasizing its utility during the pandemic in fostering
science education among vulnerable groups. In line with Layla's
experience of acquiring cooking skills through Instagram, this
indicates a broader trend of utilizing social media for informal
education and skill development during restrictive times.

However, the ubiquitous presence of these platforms also led to
potential adverse effects on users' mental and physical health,
particularly during the pandemic. Previous studies, like that of
Sundarasen et al. (2020), have documented the psychological
ramifications of the pandemic, such as sleep disturbances and
heightened anxiety levels among university students, outcomes
echoed by participants like Maha and Asham. The Social Media
Research Group (2016) underscores the role of social mediaas arich
source for social research, but with a caveat. The participants'
accounts about the overwhelming nature of information, exposure to
"fake news," and the resultant fear it induced aligns with Tsao et al.'s
(2021) findings, which emphasize the mixed information landscape
on social media platforms during the COVID-19 period. The
inundation of, often unreliable, information about the pandemic and
related issues could exacerbate the already significant distress faced
by students. These findings resonate with Selwyn's (2012)
discussion on the complexities of social media usage in higher
education, emphasizing both its potential benefits and pitfalls, and
underscores the need for discerning media consumption practices
among users.
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The mental repercussions of addiction and information overload
were noted by several participants. They reported frequent episodes
of crying, pervasive sadness, and feelings of anxiety and depression.
Abdulaziz detailed both the mental and physical symptoms he
endured, including sleep disturbances, anxiety, and depression. He
believed that his social media usage and the constant influx of
information about the COVID-19 crisis contributed to these
symptoms. Additionally, his inability to continue data collection for
his research might have further intensified his emotional distress. As
a result of his heightened anxiety, Abdulaziz sought medical
intervention and chose to defer his studies temporarily. Other
participants also mentioned physical symptoms related to excessive
screen time, such as headaches and fatigue. Khaloud, for instance,
mentioned that her amplified reliance on screens took a toll on her
physical well-being.

It took the energy from my body and gave me such negative
thinking, just from constantly seeing what was happening in
the news. | was a member of a website which continuously
sent you the numbers of people dying every day, so every day
I would wake up to these horrible numbers.

Thus, there were evident negative consequences for the participants
due to their increased use of social media. While the majority
mentioned how it impacted them physically or emotionally, there
was an underlying sentiment that social media wasn't the sole
contributor to these issues. In fact, for many, it seemed more
beneficial than detrimental.

Conclusions and recommendations

The research aimed to understand the role of social media in the lives
of Saudi international students studying in the UK during the
pandemic. This was to offer valuable and often overlooked
experiential insights, which could guide higher education
institutions in their use of social media. As indicated, social media
emerged as vital for international students in maintaining mental
health and well-being. It helped combat social isolation, allowed
consistent contact with peers for academic collaborations, and
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ensured communication with the Saudi Ministry. This usage ensured
that students had access to personal, financial, academic, health, and
medical support. However, it seemed that higher education
institutions did not maximize the potential of social media for
communication, information dissemination, and support during the
pandemic. This could be attributed to the robust educational systems
in place, which often mirrored social media functionalities. The
widespread adoption of video conferencing platforms like Zoom
might have further diminished the perceived need for social media.
Rapid transitions might have also limited universities' capacities to
set up structured mechanisms for effective social media engagement.
Nevertheless, leveraging platforms like Twitter, which were popular
among Saudi international students, could have provided enhanced
learning opportunities and support.

Higher education institutions possess the potential to enhance their
adoption and integration of social media in their educational
framework. This would not only prepare them for unprecedented
situations like a pandemic but also cater to the evolving needs of the
digital age. This research underscores that while social media is
crucial for all students, it might be indispensable for international
students distanced from their homes, families, and communities. As
social media continues to grow as a communication medium,
universities stand to benefit by being proactive in this domain,
ensuring they adequately support their international students.
Another key insight from this study is the necessity of providing
guidance on the optimal use of social media. Given the extensive use
of these platforms during the pandemic, offering advice and
directives from educational institutions could have shielded students
from some negative repercussions of excessive social media
exposure. It's imperative for host institutions to support their
international students academically, socially, and emotionally.
Enhancing engagement with social media, coupled with guidance on
its judicious use, can foster a supportive environment while
mitigating potential adverse effects.
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Abstract:

In 1481, the Banii Nasr (Nasrid) dynasty of Granada (1232-1492) was aware that
the Catholic queen and king, Isabella I of Castile (1474-1504) and Ferdinand Il of
Aragon (1479-1516), intended to conquer the Emirate of Granada in the summer
of 1482. Consequently, the Banti Nasr waged war against the king and queen in
1482. This eventually resulted in the fall of the Emirate of Granada, the last Iberian
Islamic state in the southern Iberian Peninsula, in 1492. This research examines
the Emirate of Granada’s efficiency and military abilities during the war, as well
as the efficiency of the military leadership of the Emir of Granada during that time.
Scholars and historians have paid little attention to the Emirate of Granada’s
military abilities during the war due to their concentration on the political reactions
of the Islamic states with greater religious and military prestige, such as the
Ottomans and the Mamliiks. Furthermore, they have not clarified the factors that
led to the steadfastness of the Granadan military forces against the military forces
of Castile and Aragon that were receiving military support from several Western
European states.
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Introduction

Isabella | and Ferdinand I were married in 1469 in the Palacio de
los Vivero in the city of Valladolid in the Crown of Castile.* Shortly
thereafter, they proclaimed a joint project to end Islamic rule in the
Iberian Peninsula through the conquest of the Emirate of Granada.
In 1469, Ferdinand II stated that he was ‘bound to fight against the
Muslims of the Emirate of Granada, [the] enemies of the holy
Catholic faith’.? The mission was reinforced when lIsabella | and
Ferdinand 1l ascended to the respective thrones of Castile and
Aragon. They restated their intention to conquer the Emirate of
Granada and claimed that it was necessary to end the Nasrid dynasty
for the security of their realm and for the Christian faith.> They
believed they were servants of God.* Nonetheless, the Catholic king
and queen did not begin the war until Zahara de la Sierra, a town in
the south-western of the Crown of Castile that was located near the
Emirate of Granada, was captured by the Granadan forces in
December 1481. In February 1482, the Duke of Cadiz, Rodrigo
Ponce de Leon (d. 1492), captured the town of Alhama located 50
km from the city of Granada, the capital of the emirate.®

This palace had been built by the Castilian politician Alonso Perez de Vivero (d.
1453) during the first half of the 15" century. Francisco de Paula Cafas Galvez.
El itinerario de la corte de Juan Il de Castilla (1418-1454) (Madrid: Silex, 2007)
219.

“El matrimonio de Fernando II e Isabel I en 1469,” in Memorias de la Real ?

Academia de la Historia (Madrid: Real Academia de la Historia, 1821), 6:581. |
translated this statement from Spanish.

Fernando del Pulgar, Crdnica de los Reyes Catdlicos, ed. Juan de Mata Carriazo ®

(Madrid: Espasa-Calpe, 1943), 2:3.

Amira K. Bennison, “Liminal States: Morocco and the Iberian Frontier between *
the Twelfth and Nineteenth Centuries,” Journal of North African Studies 6, no. 1
(2001): 20.

Washington Irving, Chronicle of the Conquest of Granada, 2 vols, (New York: °
G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1892), 2, 430.
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Literature Review

Historians and scholars have discussed a number of the aspects and
outcomes of the Granada War, including the weapons used against
the emirate, the reactions of the Christian and Muslim states to the
war — notably the Ottomans and the Mamluks — and the persecution
of Moriscos and Jews after the war. The American military historian
Prisco Hernandez provides military insight into the weapons used by
the Castilian and Aragonese forces during the Granada War. In his
article The Operational Use of Artillery in the War of Granada
1482-1492, he discusses how and why the Castilian and Aragonese
forces used artillery at the operational level.! In his book The Last
Crusade in the West: Castile and the Conquest of Granada,
O’Callaghan details the Castilian campaigns during the 15" century,
including the campaigns of the Granada War. He improves on
Hernandez’s description of the weapons used by the Castilian and
Aragonese forces during the Granada War.? In addition, he describes
the financial assistance supplied by the Catholic popes for the
Castilian military movements against the Nasrid dynasty of Granada,
from the papacy of Eugene IV (1431-1447) to that of Innocent VIII
(1484-1492). Spanish historian Radl Gonzalez Arévalo focuses on
the standpoint of foreign Christian communities in the Iberian
Peninsula during the Granada War. In his article Exilio,
diversificacion y superacion. Estrategias de supervivencia de los
Spinola de Granada ante la guerra final de conquista (1481-1492),
Arévalo presents the situation of the Spinola family from Genoa.®
The Tunisian historian ‘Abd al-Jalil al-Tamim1 has written many

Prisco Reis Hernandez, “The Operational Use of Artillery in the War of Granada *
1482-1492,” Field Artillery Journal 4 (1999): 14-17.

Joseph F. O’Callaghan, The Last Crusade in the West: Castile and the Conquest ?
of Granada (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2014).

Raul Gonzalez Arévalo, “Exilio, diversificacion y superacion. Estrategias de 3

supervivencia de los Spinola de Granada ante la guerra final de conquista (1481-
1492),” Reti Medievali Rivista 15, no. 2 (2013): 89-110.
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books about the Ottoman Empire. One of his books focuses on the
Ottoman Empire’s responses to the Granada War and the persecution
of the Moriscos up until their final expulsion from the Iberian
Peninsula in 1614. In his book Al-Dawlah al- ‘Uthmaniyah wa al-
gadiyah al-Mariskiyah, al-Tamimi summarises the reaction of
Bayazid Il to the Granada War, claiming that the sultan made
Istanbul a refuge for the Iberian Jewish and Muslim refugees
beginning in 1490.% In her book Convertir les musulmans: Espagne,
1491-1609, French historian Isabelle Poutrin examines the forced
conversion of the Granadan, Castilian and Aragonese Moriscos in
the first three decades of the 16" century, and then their final
expulsion between 1609 and 1614.2

The Granada War

The Granada War comprised several military campaigns mounted
during the spring and summer months; the combatants returned
home for the winter months each year. The war can be divided into
three stages. It began with traditional-style warfare (1482-83) that
was characterised by static urban defence and horse-borne battles, as
the forces of Castile and Aragon did not have sufficient artillery at
that time. Consequently, the Nasrid dynasty of Granada was able to
counter some of the military operations of the Castilian and
Aragonese troops. During this stage of the conflict, in July 1482 a
civil war broke out among the members of the Nasrid dynasty.
Consequently, the twenty-first Nasrid emir of Granada, Abu al-
Hasan “Alt (1464-1482/1483-85), appealed to the Kingdom of Fez
for reinforcements in August 1482,

‘Abd al-Jalil al-Tamimi, Al-Dawlah al- ‘Uthmaniyah wa al-qadiyah al-!
Miiriskivah (The Ottoman States and the Issue of the Moriscos) (Zaghwan: Centre
d’Etudes et de Recherches Ottomanes, Morisques, de Documentation et

d’Information, 1989).
Isabelle Poutrin, Convertir les musulmans: Espagne, 1491-1609 (Paris: Presses 2
universitaires de France, 2012).
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The second and more prolonged stage of the war (1484-89)
consisted of annual siege campaigns that culminated in the
exhaustive siege of Baza. This stage witnessed political
interventions by two North African countries: the Kingdom of
Tlemcen and the Kingdom of Fez. Additionally, many Berber
volunteers — mostly from the Kingdom of Fez — went to the Emirate
of Granada to fight against the military might of the Catholic forces.
The Catholic forces had about 180 medium and large artillery
pieces.!

The final stage of the war (1490-92) began when Ferdinand 11
shifted from periodic assaults on all cities and towns of the Emirate
of Granada to a strategy of encirclement and starvation. The final
untouched city of the Emirate of Granada, its capital city of Granada,
was targeted. This strategy forced the capitulation of Granada. The
last emir of the emirate, Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad XII (known to
the Iberian Christians as Boabdil) (1482-83/1487-1492) signed the
Treaty of Granada on November 25, 1491. The political authorities
of certain North African countries did not intervene in this final
stage, as they believed that the fall of the Emirate of Granada to the
United Crown of Castile and Aragon was inevitable.

One of the reasons for the length of the Granada War was that
Ferdinand sought to recover the border villages of Rousillon and
Cerdange that had been captured by France in 1484. However,
Isabella convinced him to defer this concern until after the Granada
War was resolved.? Therefore, we can conclude that there was no
disagreement between Ferdinand and Isabella regarding the
annexation of the territories of the emirate, because Castile was the

Albert D. Mcjoynt, “An Appreciation of the War for Granada (1481-92): Al
Critical Link in Western Military History”, in Medieval Warfare in Societies
around the Mediterranean (Brill, 2003), 240.

Pulgar, Cronica de los Reyes Catélicos, ed. Juan de Mata Carriazo, 2:113.2
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dominant partner; it annexed all territories of the emirate after the
victory of the war.! In addition, before the Granada war, Castile
captured many territories of the emirate, such as Gibraltar (Jabal
Tariq) in 1462. Gibraltar represented a link between the Iberian
Peninsula and the Muslims of the northern cities of North Africa,
particularly the Kingdom of Fez more than the Kingdom of Tlemcen.
The Castilians also captured Archidona (Arshidiinah), which was
located a few miles west of the city of Granada and considered a
formidable bastion, in 1462.

Another reason for the length of the Granada War was the flourishing
of religious knowledge among the inhabitants of Granada. It created
community awareness that had contributed to dealing with the
Castilian-Aragonese invasion of Granada. One example could be
mentioned to support this view is the following within the Granada
War, the Maliki jurists of Granada, Ibn al-Azraq (d.1492) and Aba
‘Abd Allah al-Mawwaq (d. 1492), had declared Boabdil guilty of
rebellion against God and Muhammad due to his alliance with the
Christians during his conflict with his father, Abt al-Hasan ‘Al at
the beginning of the war.?

The First Stage of the Granada War from 1482 to 1483

Before the outbreak of the Granada War, the papacy had incurred
many debts through the defence of Rhodes Island in Mediterranean
and the recapture of the Italian city Otranto from the Ottomans in
1480 and 1481, respectively.® Nonetheless, Pope Sixtus 1V is said to
have claimed that ‘the military operations against the Emirate of

Matthew Restall and Kris Lane, Latin America in Colonial Times (Cambridge: *
Cambridge University Press, 2011), 23.

Fernando de la Granja, “Condena de Boabdil por los alfaquies de Granada,” Al-2
Andalus 36 (1971): 145-155.

Pope Sixtus IV, “Pope Sixtus IV grants the cruzada to Ferdinand and Isabella 3
for the war against Granada, 10 August 1482,” in Documents on the Later
Crusades, 1274-1580, ed. Norman Housley (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1996),
162-163.
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Granada were a great exaltation of the Catholic faith’.! Pope Sixtus
IV was aware that Isabella |1 and Ferdinand Il had insufficient
resources for the war against the infidels.? Consequently, the papacy
supported the Catholic king and queen with crusading indulgences
for those Western European and Iberian Christians who opted to
fight or provide financial aid. Sixtus IV ordered ‘all Christ’s faithful,
particularly those in the Iberian Peninsula, that they mightily and
without ceasing assist, with their goods or in person according to
their ability, the king and queen in defeating the Nasrid dynasty,
conquering the Emirate of Granada’.® The religious aim of Sixtus IV
was the ‘salvation of the souls of barbarian peoples and their
conversion to the faith’.* This perspective has been brought forward
into contemporary Spanish historiography.

At the beginning of the war, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali, had the power to
face the campaigns and sieges of the Castilian and Aragonese forces.
More than any of his predecessors in the Nasrid dynasty, he had a
large number of troops and other reinforcements, particularly in the
form of artillery and cannons.® Granada’s rulers had hosted people
of diverse origins, including Catalan, Genoese and Jewish, so the
arms industry had developed in Granada.® In addition, the industry
development in the emirate was due to the abundance of raw
materials in its lands, such as iron, lead, mercury, gold, and silver.
Consequently, the Granadans constructed the impregnable castles
and manufactured ammunition for the artillery.” The emirate had

Ibid., 157.%

Ibid.?

Ibid.2

Ibid., 156.4

Pulgar, Crénica de los Reyes Catélicos, ed. Juan de Mata Carriazo, 2:3-5.5
Ibid.®

Ibid.”
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been steadfastness during the war, but the Banti Nasr (Nasrid) used
their weapons, including mangonel against each other.?

The emir ruled a state of approximately half a million people.? In
addition, agriculture flourished in many cities and villages of the
Emirate of Granada; it included wheat, barley, millet, oranges,
apples and figs.® This agricultural production provided food during
the war. There were several factors for the flourishing of agriculture
in the cities of the emirate, including, the weather of Granada,
elaborate irrigation methods, and the experience of Granadan
peasants.*

Many Iberian Muslims joined the emir’s forces in April 1482 and
brought supplies with them, particularly food; he thus had sufficient
forces. ‘His forces were equipped with horses, polished steel armour,
exquisite silken robes, swords, spears, and shields embossed with
gold, and silver.”® On the other hand, the United Crown of Castile
and Aragon’s forces had insufficient amounts of artillery and did not
use artillery effectively during the first stage of the war.® Therefore,
Abi al-Hasan “Ali did not need assistance from the Islamic world (in
particular, from the Muslim kingdoms and the sultanate of North
Africa).

During the first stage of the war, ‘Ali al-‘Attar (d. 1483), the
Granadan leader of the garrison in Loja located midway between
Antequera and the city of Granada, was reinforced with three
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thousand troops. In July 1482, he defeated the Castilian and
Aragonese siege of Loja, which included four thousand horses and
twelve-thousand-foot soldiers.! The inhabitants of the Emirate of
Granada likely became more confident and believed that they did not
need assistance from North Africa. In addition, the attack probably
raised the call for jihad, in the spirit of the Andalusian poets.?
Following the failed siege of Loja, the Iberian Peninsula experienced
two battles in 1483 that were part of the Granada War. These battles
demonstrated the temporary equality of power between the Castilian
and Aragonese forces and the forces of Abii al-Hasan “Alf and his
brother, Abt ‘Abd Allah al-Zaghal (d. 1494) in Malaga. On 20
March 1483, , the Duke of Cadiz, Rodrigo Ponce de Leon (d. 1492)
led the Castilian forces comprising three thousand knights and one
thousand infantrymen to face Muslim forces commanded by al-
Zaghal in Ajarquia (al-Sharqiyah), an area between Velez Malaga
and Malaga.® In this battle, al-Zaghal led the Granadan Muslims to
capture approximately two thousand Castilian soldiers.* After the
battle, many of the Castilians made their way through dangerous
passes with little sustenance.®> Therefore, we can theorise that al-
Zaghal’s victory caused the Islamic states to believe that the Emirate
of Granada did not need reinforcements and intervention during the
war.
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Several times during the first stage of the war, the Emirate of
Granada under Abii al-Hasan “Al1 also attempted to regain the town
of Alhama that had been captured by the Catholic forces in February
1482; Abu al-Hasan ‘Al mustered between three and four thousand
cavalrymen to lead a three-week siege that began on 5 March 1482
to try to recapture the town from de Leon.* Although the Granadan
besiegers blocked the water supply to the town, they were unable to
recapture Alhama because of the Castilians’ fortifications. The
Nasrid emir led another unsuccessful siege, beginning on 14 April
1482. Ferdinand Il needed to raise reinforcements to protect the
captured towns such as Alhama from further attacks. Consequently,
internal reinforcements such as horses and foot soldiers were sent
from Seville. External soldiers were also sent from Western Europe,
such as Swiss mercenaries and a few German knights of the Order
of the Trinity that was founded in 1198.2

A social factor greatly affected the emirate’s offensive ability during
the first stage of the war. In short, Abtu al-Hasan ‘Ali did not
comprehend the danger posed by a quarrel among his family
members in the summer of 1482. This quarrel, more than the military
movements of the Catholic forces, obliged him to appeal to the
Kingdom of Fez for reinforcements. The family quarrel had erupted
due to the jealousy of Abii al-Hasan‘Al’s wife, ‘A’ishah (d,
unknown), towards the Christian slave Isabel de Solis (d. 1510), who
had converted to Islam under the name of Thurayah and who was the
preferred second wife of Abii al-Hasan ‘Ali.® Thurayah intended to
gain the throne of Granada for one of her sons, Sa‘ad or Nasir;
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accordingly, Thurayah pressured her husband to imprison ‘A’ishah
and her son Boabdil to prevent them from gaining the throne, which
Abi al-Hasan ‘Ali did in 1482.% ‘A’ishah and her son Boabdil then
led a bloody coup against Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali on 15 July 1482.
Boabdil took command of the city of Granada with the assistance of
the Abencerrages, a noble Granadan Muslim family (Bant Siraj).
Abi al-Hasan ‘Al fled to his brother al-Zaghal, the ruler of Malaga,
and then he appealed for reinforcements to aid the defence against
both his rebellious son and the movements of the Catholic forces.

While the Kingdom of Fez was the closest North African state to the
Emirate of Granada, its political authorities only responded once
during the Granada War. In 1482, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali and his
followers appealed to the Wattasid sultan of Fez, Muhammad al-
Shaykh al-Wattasi (1471-1504), for reinforcements to aid the
Granadan defence against the Catholic forces and Boabdil’s
rebellion. Abii al-Hasan “Ali was particularly able to appeal to the
Kingdom of Fez during the Castilian siege on the emirate’s coasts
because he was in Malaga, a coastal city directly opposite the
northern territories of the Kingdom of Fez. The Wattasid sultan sent
reinforcements to Abti al-Hasan “Ali on ships, but the Castilian fleets
intercepted them.? The reinforcements were food and traditional
weapons, such as spears and swords, from the coastal city of Badis
rather than the port of Melilla in the northeast area of the Kingdom
of Fez.® Badis was far away from the Portuguese colonies in the
northern cities of the Kingdom of Fez such as Ceuta, and most of its
inhabitants were fishermen who could infiltrate the Iberian coasts.*
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Moreover, the port of Melilla (Malilah) was not suitable for sending
reinforcements to the Emirate of Granada. This port was the subject
of regular disputes between the Kingdoms of Fez and Tlemcen in the
15" century due to its proximity to the frontier of the latter.*

For two pragmatic reasons, the Kingdom of Fez did not try to send
any more reinforcements to the Emirate of Granada after this failed
attempt. First, there was the contract of marriage between the United
Crown of Castile and Aragon and the Kingdom of Portugal; the
eldest daughter of Ferdinand Il and Isabella I, Isabella of Aragon (d.
1498), was betrothed to Afonso of Portugal (d. 1491), son of John 11
of Portugal (1481-1495) and grandson of Afonso V of Portugal
(1477-1481).2 As a result, Isabella of Aragon spent three years
(1481-84) in the town of Moura in the south-east of Portugal with
her future husband, who was six years old at the time.?

Through this relationship, Isabella | and Ferdinand 11 likely
encouraged the Portuguese colonisation of the Kingdom of Fez’s
northern territories in support of the Granada War. It is probable that
the king and queen asked the Portuguese garrisons in the Kingdom
of Fez to intensify their efforts in order to prevent any potential
coalition from forming between the Nasrids in Malaga and the
Wattasids in the coastal cities that were not under Portuguese
control. Moreover, the captains of the Castilian naval forces
launched several attacks on the coasts of the Kingdom of Fez in 1483
and 1484.* Gibraltar’s strategic location also enabled them to
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monitor the movements and connections between Abiu al-Hasan “Al1
and his brother al-Zaghal in Malaga and the Wattasid sultan in Fez.
Before the end of the first stage of the Granada War, Isabella I and
Ferdinand Il caused the conflict among the Nasrids for the throne of
Granada to be endless. Boabdil had been captured in the Battle of
Lucena in April 1483 between the Castilian-Aragonese forces and
the Granadan forces under the leadership of Boabdil; the Catholic
king and queen exploited his desire to be the emir of Granada by
releasing him in July 1483.1

Two reasons drove Boabdil’s release. Firstly, Ferdinand I stated that
‘the release of Boabdil would foment division and warfare again
among the Nasrids and their followers, and this would bring the
Emirate of Granada to perdition’.? Secondly, the Crown of Castile
and Aragon likely wanted to draw the attention of the Islamic world
in North Africa away from the movements of the Castilian and
Aragonese forces against the Emirate of Granada by drawing
attention to the quarrel between Boabdil and his father.

The Second Stage of the Granada War from 1484 to

1489

During the second stage of the war (1484-89), the forces of Castile
and Aragon were able to direct almost two hundred pieces of artillery
against the Emirate of Granada’s towns and cities. This artillery was
one of the reasons why many strongholds of the emirate fell to
Castile and Aragon from 1484 to 1489.% Nonetheless, the Castilian
and Aragonese forces faced some difficulties when using artillery to
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besiege certain towns and cities, such as Baza, where heavy
surrounding vegetation prevented the forces from using the artillery
to bombard the city’s walls in 1489.! Furthermore, Malaga’s
geographical location presented difficulties because it was
surrounded by mountains, meaning that the Catholic forces had to
transport artillery by ship during their siege of the city. The
Malagans were more secure than other cities because the city walls
were strong, with over one hundred towers. The forces of Castile and
Aragon therefore depended on the traditional style of siege in
Malaga. For example, scaling ladders and wooden towers were built
that would hold one hundred men, and leather mantles were used to
protect soldiers assigned to undermine the city walls.? In addition,
in the first year of this stage, the Muslims of the emirate did not need
to appeal to North Africa because they had the support of Genoese
merchants. Members of the Spinola family from Genoa, who were
residents in the emirate, traded with its Muslims and provided them
with food and some traditional weapons from their stores in early
1485. However, the Castilian forces then compelled the family to go
to Cordoba to work with the Castilian authorities.®

During this stage, the military authorities of the Emirate of Granada
were not well organised in 1484, which helped the Catholic forces
to easily capture some towns of the emirate. One example in support
of this view occurred when the Granadan Muslim fighters thought
that the forces of Castile and Aragon would focus on Loja. The
Muslim forces thus concentrated their efforts on Loja rather than on
Alora, a gateway to Malaga, which was captured by the Catholic
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forces in June 1484.! This confusion arose due to the intensification
of the conflict between Boabdil and his father and uncle from June
1484 to February 1485. In February 1485, Abu al-Hasan “Ali ordered
the intensification of efforts to suppress his rebellious son in Almeria
through his brother, al-Zaghal, rather than combatting the military
movements of the enemy forces. Al-Zaghal seized Almeria, which
was a centre for the rebellion of Boabdil and his brother, Aba al-
Hajjaj Yusuf. Al-Zaghal killed Abt al-Hajjaj while Boabdil took
refuge with the king and queen in Cordoba.?

In July 1485, al-Zaghal became Abii al-Hasan ‘Ali’s successor after
his death. Al-Zaghal contacted polities in North Africa, beginning
with Fez; he requested assistance from the Wattasid sultan in August
1485. The latter did not respond to al-Zaghal’s appeal because he
was negotiating with the Catholic king and queen. The sultan of Fez
sent ambassadors to Seville in 1485 who presented gifts to Isabella |
and Ferdinand 11 with an appeal for them to prevent attacks on the
inhabitants of Fez that were being generated by Castilian ships in the
Alboran Sea (the western part of the Mediterranean Sea).? Ferdinand
Il and Isabella | agreed to do so if the Wattasid sultan would agree
to stop shipping reinforcements to the Emirate of Granada.
Following the Wattasid sultan’s rejection of al-Zaghal’s appeal in
August 1485, hundreds of Muslim Berber volunteers known as
Ghumarah invaded the Iberian Peninsula to join al-Zaghal’s forces.
These volunteers belonged to the Masmiidah confederacy, whose
territories extended from Tangier to inside the northern frontiers of
the Kingdom of Tlemcen; a few of them lived within the Kingdom
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of Tlemcen. The authorities of Fez and Tlemcen could not prevent
them from entering the Iberian Peninsula.’

Al-Zaghal left Granada in August 1485 in the company of those
volunteers to inspect his dominions and to fortify the village of
Moclin in the north of the city of Granada. In September of that year,
the volunteers helped al-Zaghal to kill more than one thousand of the
Castilian troops who besieged Moclin. According to the anonymous
Muslim chronicler of Granada who reported the defence of the
village, ‘we found the Castilians were killed on our road when we
chased them after they were defeated in their siege of Moclin.”?
Nonetheless, these volunteers did not prevent the Castilians from
capturing the Muslim castles of Cambil and Alhabar in the north of
the city of Granada, following a three-day bombardment in
September 1485.% The Catholic king and queen then rescinded the
guarantee they had given to the ambassadors of the Wattasid sultan
in 1485. In June 1486, they ordered five hundred Castilian marines
from EIl Puerto de Santa Maria in Cadiz to raid the coasts of Fez; four
hundred Muslim captives were seized.*

In the second stage of the war, external military participation and
assistance arrived in the Iberian Peninsula to assist the military
operations of the Castilian and Aragonese forces. For example,
Edward Woodville (d. 1488), an English lord, arrived with three
hundred artillerymen and archers; he was injured during the second
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siege of Loja in 1486. The purpose of his participation in the Granada
War was to serve God by waging war against the Muslims of
Granada.!

Additionally, Isabella I and Ferdinand Il supported Boabdil with
men, arms, money, wheat, horses and gunpowder through the United
Crown of Castile and Aragon.? In September 1486, Boabdil entered
the Albaicin quarter in the city of Granada and fought his uncle until
he gained control of the city of Granada in April 1487. However, this
did not block the Ghumarah from fighting with al-Zaghal in defence
of Malaga in 1487.

During the siege of Malaga (May—August 1487), some of Malaga’s
Muslim inhabitants decided to surrender in order to receive safe
passage to North Africa or other locations in the Iberian Peninsula.
These inhabitants were subsequently killed by the Ghumarah
volunteers; this struck terror into the remaining inhabitants, and their
fear of the volunteers’ reprisals prompted them to fight against the
siege.® It seems likely that the primary aim of these Berber
volunteers during the siege of Malaga was either to defeat the
Castilian and Aragonese forces or to be killed, thereby earning a
direct passage to heaven in accordance with Islamic sources’
statements. Specifically, | believe these volunteers wanted to die as
martyrs, fighting for their faith, as they knew their abilities were not
comparable with those of the forces of Castile and Aragon. In the
end, the fighters of the Ghumarah tribe did not significantly change
the course of the siege of Malaga. In addition, in July 1487, during
the siege of Malaga, the emir of Tlemcen, Abt ‘Abd Allah IV (1468-
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1504), sent a delegation bearing gifts that included horses and golden
harnesses for Ferdinand Il and golden rings and perfumes for
Isabella I. This delegation was an attempt to persuade them to
guarantee the safety of his subjects in Malaga.! The Catholic king
and queen accepted the gifts because the emir did not send
reinforcing troops, weapons or provisions to the Muslim defenders
of Malaga. Moreover, Christian merchants from anywhere in Europe
enjoyed safety and freedom of movement in the territories of the
Kingdom of Tlemcen with no fear of obstacles or danger.? The king
and queen were likely ready to accept Aba ‘Abd Allah IV’s
deputation and to resume the diplomatic relations that had stopped
after the last decades of the 14" century.

The emir of Tlemcen’s objective in this diplomatic mission was to
secure the release of the merchants of Tlemcen who were in Malaga
during the siege. Malaga was famous for manufacturing a specific
brocade that was a favourite among the emirs of Tlemcen.® The
merchants of Tlemcen worked to supply their state with various
goods through their travels throughout Africa and Europe.®
Tlemcen’s political authorities were, therefore, obligated to provide
safety for their merchants, whether inside or outside the kingdom.
Ferdinand Il allowed a few Muslims to safely leave Malaga with
their goods, particularly the merchants from Tlemcen. However, one
of the Muslim inhabitants of Malaga attempted to assassinate the
Catholic king and queen in their camp close to Malaga. His attempt
failed because he mistakenly targeted his attack at the tent of Dona
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Beatriz de Bobadilla (d. 1511), the confidante of Isabella I.! It seems
likely that the emir of Tlemcen was chiefly interested in his subjects
and had neglected the Muslim inhabitants of Malaga; the perpetrator
tried to assassinate Isabella | and Ferdinand Il in order to halt the
conquest. Henceforth, the king and queen worked to increase their
personal security. Following the failed assassination attempt, some
of the Muslim inhabitants of Malaga threatened to kill five hundred
Christian prisoners — both male and female — who were under their
control and then set fire to the city.

However, the defenders of Malaga did not fulfil their threats, as
Ferdinand II warned them that ‘if any Christian captive were killed
inside Malaga, you would not be left alive in the city’.? As a result
of the continuous siege, many people in Malaga, including the
Ghumarah volunteers, began to starve. They searched from house to
house for food, and many were forced to eat the carcasses of horses
and asses.?

After Malaga fell, Isabella | and Ferdinand Il sent one hundred
captive Ghumarah volunteers as a gift to Pope Innocent VI (1484—
1492) on September 11, 1487.# One of the aims of the Catholic king
and queen was likely to send a warning to any North African
volunteer who might attempt to support the Granadan Muslim
resistance. Additionally, Isabella | and Ferdinand Il wanted to
inform the pope about their victories in the war by sending the
captives.

Many of the Ghumarah volunteers in Fez still intended to fight with
al-Zaghal’s forces following the fall of Malaga until the Catholic
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forces captured some of the emirate’s coastal towns and cities on the
Mediterranean, such as Almeria and Almunecar, in December 1489.
Al-Zaghal noted that most of Almeria’s inhabitants welcomed the
conquering army of Castile and Aragon on December 26, 1489.!
Consequently, he decided to depart for the Kingdom of Tlemcen in
North Africa.

In addition, the position of Venice regarding the Granada War
changed after the Catholic forces captured Malaga. At the beginning
of the war, the Venetians provided the Granadans with foods and
traditional weapons, such as swords, spears and daggers.? We can
conclude that the strategic location of the port of Malaga in the
Mediterranean caused the Republic of Venice to support the Emirate
of Granada at the beginning of the war.

The Final Stage of the Granada War from 1490 to 1492

In the final stage of the war (1490-1492), Boabdil was the emir of
the city of Granada, the last remaining stronghold of the emirate and
its capital. In 1490, he was strengthened by the support of some of
Granada’s inhabitants who preferred to wage war rather than
surrender to Catholic rule.® Other inhabitants of Granada did not
prefer the rule of Boabdil, but many of them were probably refugees
from the cities, towns and villages that fell in the 1480s, such as Loja,
Ronda and Marbella. Accordingly, they sought revenge against the
Castilian and Aragonese forces. In addition, the remaining
Ghumarah fighters who had survived the fall of Malaga captured the
town of Adra (‘Adhrah) on the Mediterranean located close to
Almeria, in 1490. It is likely that they aimed to make Adra an
entrance for reinforcements to enable Granada’s inhabitants to
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maintain control of the city. We can here emphasise that the
Ghumarah volunteers were not interested in the civil war between
al-Zaghal and Boabdil; instead, these fighters were focused on the
jihad so they could be killed as martyrs or protect the Islamic rule.
Boabdil besieged and captured Hamdan, a town around seven miles
from the city of Granada; more than one hundred Christian captives
were taken in July 1490.! It appears that this victory increased
enthusiasm for Boabdil and the inhabitants of Granada to carry out
other military movements. Therefore, in July 1490, Boabdil and his
followers decided to capture the fort of Salobrena and the town of
Almunecar on the Mediterranean Sea. The Granadan emir and his
forces besieged Salobrena, but could not capture it, as they had heard
that Ferdinand Il was approaching the city of Granada.? However,
the forces of the emir of Granada captured the town of El Padul,
midway between the city of Granada and the fort of Salobrena.®
Boabdil’s late victories did not improve his situation, as the Catholic
king and queen imposed a siege on the city of Granada from April to
November 1491. As a result, Granada suffered from starvation, and
many nobles, knights, religious men and common inhabitants came
to Boabdil’s court to inform him of the status of the city’s
inhabitants. They tried to convince Boabdil to open negotiations in
order to avoid repeating the situation that had occurred in Malaga;
the Malagans, after all, had faced a harsh fate due to their prolonged
resistance to the siege of the forces of Castile and Aragon. In
addition, after the Kingdom of Fez had been approached many times,
the followers of Boabdil were informed that no assistance would be
forthcoming from the kingdom a few months prior to the surrender
of the city of Granada.* It seems likely that the presence of al-Zaghal

Ibid., 33; To know more about this town, see Ahmad al-Maqqari, Nafhu al-tib *
min al-Ghusn-al-Andalusi+ al-Ratib, 4:523.

Anonymous, Nubdhat al- ‘asr fi akhbar mulik Bani Nasr, 34.2

Ibid.®

Anonymous, Nubdhat al- ‘asr fi akhbar mulik Bani Nasr, 40.4
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in Tlemcen prevented Boabdil and his followers from appealing to
the Zayyanid dynasty of Tlemcen for aid.

Accordingly, Boabdil accepted their advice and said to them, ‘Give
consideration to what seems best to you’.> Nonetheless, certain
inhabitants of Granada accused Boabdil and his military leaders and
ministers of having already made an agreement with Isabella I and
Ferdinand Il for the city to surrender. They found that the king and
queen had agreed to grant all of Boabdil’s requests related to the
security, property and religion of the inhabitants of the city of
Granada.? Furthermore, the military operations had been suspended
on both sides since September 1490. It is possible that some
Granadan inhabitants did not want to surrender, but the lack of
reinforcements from North Africa and the desire of the authorities of
Granada to cease fighting rushed the surrender. A few months after
the capture of Granada, Isabella and Ferdinand expelled the Jews
from the Iberian Peninsula and supported Columbus’s voyages to
India.?

Conclusion

The lack of interest, the fear of attacks from Castile and Aragon and
the belief that the emirate would inevitably be captured were the
reasons why the North African reinforcements were not sent to the
emirate during the Granada War. Nonetheless, the emirate was able
to withstand the assault for a decade due to the capability of its
military authorities.

The leadership spirit of Abt al-Hasan ‘Alt and al-Zaghal contributed
to the steadfastness of Granada and the prolongation of the war. In
addition, the desire of the Muslim inhabitants of the emirate to be

Ibid., 41.1

Ibid.2

Jean Hippolyte Mariejol. The Spain of Ferdinand and Isabella. Trans. Benjamin 3
Keen (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1961), 289.
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ruled by the Banti Nasr and the contributions of the North African
volunteers were vital. However, the social factor represented in the
conflict between the son, uncle and father weakened the military

abilities of the emirate.
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Abstract:

This study investigates for the first time using strict explicit criteria the categorial
status of the passive participle in Modern Standard Arabic in contrast with English.
Sources were standard published accounts in grammars and articles, and native
speaker intuition. It is shown how, while possessing a morphologically distinctive
form, i.e., that of a participle, its central associated syntactic functions in the two
languages are twofold: adjectival, and verbal. Six adjectival criteria are explored
contrastively: position attributively, predicatively with be or zero copula, and as
complement of verbs like “seem’, occurrence with gradeability markers, and in
comparison, structures, and in adjective construct state. Three verbal criteria were
explored contrastively: occurrence with finite auxiliaries, with adverbs of time and
manner, and with expression of the by agent™ type in the two languages. This
study offers insights into the different properties that associate with each of these
functions, drawing attention to comparisons between MSA and the more extensive
work done on parallel issues in English. The concluding result is that there exists
a set of criteria that can be applied to, at least with strong probability, identify
participles as performing adjectival versus verbal functions. Many of these run
parallel in English and Arabic, though construct state constructions in Arabic and
the lack of an inflected verbal passive in English are points of divergence.
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1. Introduction

The aim of this paper is to contribute to contrastive linguistics by
providing an account of passive participles (PPs) in Modern
Standard Arabic (MSA) in contrast with those in English. While
participles in Arabic have attracted some research, hitherto greater
attention has been paid to active (AP) than to passive (PP)
participles. Passive participles have received some coverage within
the remits of Modern Standard Arabic (e.g., Fassi-Fehri (1999);
Ryding (2005); Fassi-Fehri (2012); Hallman (2017); Abushunar and
Mahadin (2017) and Gadalla (2010)). PP in English grammar are
also found named ‘past participle’ or ‘second participle’ and have
attracted considerable attention (Biber, 1999; Aljohani et al,. 2022).
However, the accounts there have not systematically assembled sets
of criteria to enable a systematic approach to be adopted when
attempting to distinguish between the part of speech functions of
Arabic PPs, such as often happens in accounts of English. Hence
comparisons with English are hard to make clearly. It is clear that it
is adjective and verb uses that are the most crucial and hence those
are the focus of this paper.

Focusing on what has been said in some other works more recently,
Almalky (2021), for instance, has investigated the three distinct
types of active participles in Hijazi Arabic, termed the deverbal,
nominal, and adjectival forms, providing reference to the syntactic
contexts in which they are individually employed, while exploring

their semantic properties. In a similar vein, Al-Raba’a (2021)
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examines the categorial status and syntactic derivation of active
participles in an urban variety of Jordanian Arabic. Each paper
however uses different or unclear criteria and differs in the precise
variety of Arabic described.

Due to space limitations, the study here concentrates upon an
investigation of the crucial adjectival and verbal uses of PPs and
only touches lightly on noun uses. It proceeds as follows: §2
provides a general introduction to the notion of passive participle,
which is contrasted with the active counterpart, and introduces their
part of speech functions. §3 which can be treated as the bulk of this
study, concentrates on the criteria identifying PPs as either adjectival
or verbal in English and/or MSA. §4, then, concludes this paper.

2. Active and Passive Participles in English and Arabic
In the wider realm, participle forms have proved a fruitful area of
research in many languages. This is because, while typically defined
as fundamentally verbal, they usually have the ability to function
also as adjectives and even as nouns. It is therefore paradoxical that
PPs in Arabic have sometimes been described as lacking true verbal
uses and only appearing as adjectives or nouns (Ryding, 2005). Their
multiple functionality often also raises issues that concern the
deciphering of the category being expressed by the participle form
in a given syntactic context. A widely used definition of “participle’
is the following, taken from the SIL Glossary of Linguistic Terms:
“A participle is a lexical item, derived from a verb, that has some of

the characteristics and functions of both verbs and adjectives". For
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English, this definition embraces words including singing, which
functions as an active participle (AP) and broken, a passive participle
(PP), as employed in the following respective pairs in both verbal
(1a Ic) and adjective-like (1b 1d) functions.

(1) a. She is singing. (part of periphrastic temporal and

aspectual verbal structure, namely the one expressing the present

progressive)

b. The singing postman. (adjunct function of a reduced relative

clause substituting: ‘who is/was singing’)

c. The door was broken by the wind. (part of periphrastic

verbal structure expressing the passive)

d. A broken door. (adjunct function of a reduced relative

clause substituting: ‘which has/had been broken”)
While other lexical items may be derived from verbal sources in
English, including words such as singer, which functions as an agent
noun or breakage, which functions as an action noun, or employee
which functions as a patient noun (close to a PP in meaning), these
are not termed or referred to as participle forms. They do not display
adjectival functions and neither do they occur as part of a verbal
structure. Having said this, however, English participles may have
limited nominal uses in addition to their adjectival and verbal
functions, as illustrated below for PPs:

(2) a. We should help the persecuted
b. It's a given that he will be offered a post in the

government .
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PPs functioning as nominals are rare in English and mostly limited
to non-specific senses with generic the. Those are usually plural in
meaning: e.g. 2a means ‘we should help people in general who have
been persecuted’. Examples like 2b are very rare. In that example
however PP given behaves like a typical countable noun which can
occur with a indicating specific indefinite singular reference
(meaning ‘something well-known or agreed’).

As is the case in English, Arabic displays two distinct types of
participles: active (e.g. katib ‘writing’) and passive (e.g. maktib
‘written’). The following illustrates the PP, which is our main

interest.

(3) a. kasar-a I-walad-u 1-
Subbak.a
break-PFV.3SGM-
ACC DEF-boy-SG.M-NOM
DEF-window.SGM-ACC

The boy broke the
window

b. I-Subbak.u
I-ma-ksur-u

DEF-window.SG.M-
NOM DEF-
PASS.PTCP.break.SG.M-
NOM

The broken window
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The label ism [-fail ‘doer’ is employed to refer to the AP, whereas
the label of ism al-maf¥il ‘done’ then refers to the PP. In one
definition, the AP describes and refers to “the doer of an action",
while the PP describes and refers to “the entity that receives the
action done to it" (Ryding, 2005: 102). Holes (2004: 149) however
emphasises better that participles are basically predicative rather
than referential in function: “the basic difference between the two
types of participle is that the active participle describes the state in
which the subject of the verb from which it is derived finds itself as
a result of the action or event that the verb describes, whereas the
passive refers to the state in which the object or complement of the
verb from which it is derived finds itself after the completion of the
action/ event". This is the result of the forms’ association with the
voice feature expressed by the verbal form they derive from.

It is for this reason that the AP in Arabic can also function as an agent
nominal, with the PP functioning as a patient nominal. One should
mention here that within Arabic, the term “participle" is used in a
slightly different way from in some other languages such as English.
Within the notion of “participle", agent nominal forms equivalent to
that of singer or writer are encompassed within the definition of an
AP form (Ryding, 2005).

PPs used as patient nouns, as mentioned above, are similarly
included in the Arabic notion of participle, and, unlike in English,
many exist functioning as typical countable nouns. Often however

their meanings are somewhat idiomatic and do not
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straightforwardly connect to the root meaning of the verb they are
derived from. Examples are magmii§-a *group’, masri§ "project’,
mawdi§ “topics’, maxtit “manuscript’, mafhium “concept’. For
example, the verbal meaning of the root underlying the first of
those is ‘gather’ and the second ‘authorize/approve’.

While recognising the sizeable difference between English and
Arabic in exploitation of PPs as fully functioning nouns, this paper
does not pursue noun uses of PPs further. This is because they barely
exist in English and because the main challenge in the study of
participles is separating their core adjectival and verbal properties.
A more crucial difference often also cited is that, in Arabic, the
participle does not contribute to the formation of verbal periphrastic
expressions in the same way as for instance in English and French.
There the PP is routinely used to express a passive action (e.g. The
food was put on the table). Having said this, however, the AP in
Arabic has indeed been shown to display verbal functions and is also
present in periphrastic formations including lexical verbs. Beyond
its own semantics as a perfect-expressing form in certain uses within
different dialects (see Hallman (2017) on Syrian Arabic, for
example) APs are also progressive-expressing verbal forms.
Furthermore, APs have additionally grammaticalised into auxiliary
forms in the different dialects (see Agius and Harrak (1987)) as well
as developed nuanced copula functions (see Camilleri and Sadler
(2019, 2020) for an overview). Other verbal properties associated

with active participles include for instance exceptional behaviours in
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Syrian Arabic, where APs are able to show person agreement, as is
the case in the form: sayffi ‘having-seen’ (Brustad, 2000: 163) as
well as the expression of negation via the use of the verbal negative
exponent ma, rather than nonverbal mu, just as though such
participle forms are functioning as any other typical verb (Brustad,
2000: 291). This criterion derived from certain spoken dialects does
not seem to work for PP in MSA however so will not be pursued
later.

Overall, then, while there are many published pieces of evidence for
APs in Arabic having verbal functions, that is not the case for PPs.
By contrast English is well known to have both APs and PPs fully
utilised in periphrastic verbal uses. The main body of this paper
therefore is focused on demonstrating whether PPs do have verbal
uses in Arabic and contrasting the detailed nature of adjectival and
verbal uses of PP contrastively in the two languages.

The above concludes an introduction to the notion of what defines
participles in Arabic and English, including APs. From here on we
focus solely on PPs.

3. Two key types of passive participle uses

As stated above, the account below is limited to adjectival and verbal
uses of PPs of transitive verbs in MSA. It excludes noun uses and
possible adverbial uses1. The aim is to explore the syntactic criteria
that can be used to objectively distinguish between PPs as adjectives

and as verbs, and to summarise how far they parallel those applied
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to similar PP uses in English. This seems not to have been
systematically done before.

The morphological shape of PPs in English is well known (Biber,
1999). There is a regular suffix written -ed which has the same three
regularly conditioned alternative spoken forms as the past tense -ed
(e.g. reserved). There are however many irregular verbs where the
form is -en and/or various other shapes including vowel changes in
the stem (e.g. sung, written).

The morphological shape of PPs in MSA is moderately complex. It
involves the prefix, usually ma-, and other changes that mostly
follow rules related to (a) what verb Form the root that a PP is
derived from belongs to (10 or 15 Forms are commonly recognised)
and (b) the nature of the constituent segments of the root (in the
simplest case, three consonants). Table 1 shows some common
examples for roots of different patterns within Form 1. The fuller
details are well documented elsewhere (Ryding, 2005) so are not

repeated here.
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Table 1. Form I passive participle (PP): ism maf¥iil

Strong/regular | Geminate | Hamazated | Assimilated | Hollow Defective
root root root root root root
ma$rif known’ | mahziz ma?xid mawhiib mabi¢ mansiyy
madSir “lucky’ “taken’ “talented, ‘sold’ *forgotten’
“frightened’ maSdid gifted’ madin maswi
maghiil ‘countable, | ma?il mawriit ‘indebted’ | “grilled,
“unknown’ limited’ ‘peopled’ ‘inherited’ | masin roasted’
mahbib mahdud mawgid ‘virtuous® | mahkiyy
‘beloved’ ‘limited’ 'found to be | madiis ‘spoken’
mashir mahmiim present' ‘run over’ | madS{aw
‘famous’ ‘careworn’ ‘invited'
magniin margiaw
‘crazy’ “expected’
marmiy
“thrown’

While English PPs are naturally described as derived from the
infinitive/present form of the verb, Ryding (2005) and Qafisheh et
al. (1997) contend that MSA PPs are in the end derivations from
transitive verbs that have been passivised and in which a passive
form ends up being the origin for the deverbal PP. In fact a PP such
as maktib ‘written’ seems closest in form to the imperfective/present
active form (3sgm) yaktubu rather than the corresponding passive
vaktabu or indeed the usual citation form for verbs kataba (3sgm
perfective/past active).

It can also be seen from the examples in Table 1 that the meanings
of what are, morphologically, participles often depart from the literal
meaning of the PP of the verb root. For instance, maktiib means
straightforwardly ‘which has been written’, based on its root
meaning (e.g. risalah maktibah ‘a written message’). However,

many PPs are like mashiir which does not literally mean ‘which has
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been proclaimed’, following the meaning of its root, but rather the
more specific but related meaning ‘famous’. mahziiz “lucky’ is even
more distantly related to the meaning of its root ‘gain/win/ obtain ’.
This phenomenon also occurs in English. For example affected can
mean ‘acting in an artificial or pretentious way’ which has little
connection with the meaning of the root verb affect. Again reserved
is often used in reference to a person’s personality rather than
booking a table, which is the meaning of its verbal source. In fact
this is a good indicator of adjectival rather than verbal use.
Participles with meanings that depart from that of their verb root are
typically only adjectives (or nouns, which we are not considering)
and not used verbally in that meaning. They may however be used
verbally in their literal verb source meaning: A table was purposely
reserved. However, since this is a lexical semantic rather than
syntactic criterion, we do not pursue it further.

3.1 Adjectival use of pass.ptcp
The participle form is in Arabic frequently referred to by many as a

“verbal adjective" (Mace (2006); Massey (2008); Erwin (2004);
Wright (1974); Wright and Caspari (2011); Qafisheh et al. (1997);
and Cuvalay-Haak (2011)). Indeed that is commonly expressed as
part of the definition of the category of participle across languages,
including English. Through the use of this terminology, the literature
aims at capturing the intuition that participles mainly have adjectival
functions, yet are derived from verbs. On the basis of this descriptive

definition it stands to reason that one expects the adjectival pass.ptcp
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to exhibit adjectival properties in parallel to regular adjectives. This
expectation is borne out below, where it is shown that PPs behave as
regular adjectives in: (i) occupying the same canonical positions that
are designated for adjectives: predicative and attributive, while (ii)
exhibiting the same pattern of morphosyntactic agreement as
adjectives. The same is true in English, except that agreement is not
relevant. We now look at those features in detail.

Predicative and attributive occurrence

The defining syntactic behaviour of adjectives in both Arabic and
English centers around their ability to be attributive or predicative
(Bhat, 1994). In fact, most adjectives can be both. In Arabic,
attributive adjectives occur as post-nominal modifiers within the
noun phrase and exhibit agreement in definiteness, case, number and
gender with the noun they modify, as demonstrated below (4). In
English the default position is before the noun as pre-nominal
modifiers, and no agreement is required, as adjectives are not
inflected for definiteness, case, number or gender (seen in the
translations of 4). In both languages the noun phrase containing an
attributive adjective may occupy any of the sentence positions
typical of NPs, e.g. subject, object, indirect object, prepositional
object, etc.

In Arabic, predicative adjectives primarily occur in verbless or
copular sentences in predicative position. Just like attributive
adjectives, these display agreement with the noun, which in this

instance functions as the subject. However, agreement is limited to
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number, case and gender and does not include definiteness (5). In
English the same applies, except that no agreement is required
(translations of 5). In both languages predicative adjectives do also

appear linked to object nouns following certain verbs (5¢)

4)

a. l-huwiyy-at-u l-wataniyy-at-u
DEF-identity.SG-F-NOM DEF-national.SG-F-NOM

The national identity

b. l-mu?tamar-u l-duwaliyy-u
DEF-conference.SG.M-NOM DEF-international-SG.M-
NOM

The international conference

(5)

a. al-tarig-u tawilat-un
DEF-road.SG.M-NOM INDEF-long.SG.M-NOM

The road/way is long

b. al-tagirb-at-u fadd-at-un

DEF-experience.SG-F-NOM INDEF-unique.SG-F-NOM
The experience is unique

c. rahmad-u gaGal-a al-fatat-a
sa{ 1d-at-an
Ahmad-NOM  make.PFV.SG.M-ACC DEF-girl.SG-

F-ACC  INDEF-happy.SG-F-ACC
Ahmad made the girl happy
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For PPs the same applies. Attributive use is shown first:

Attributive with subject noun

(0)
a. t. tawilat-u I-ma-hgtizat-u
sagirat-un

DEF-table.SG-F-NOM DEF-PASS-
PTCP.reserve.SG-F-NOM INDEF.small.SG-F-NOM

The reserved table is small

(attributive adjective)

b. wasal-a l-ragul-u 1-
ma-hbub-u
arrive.PFV.3SG.M DEF-man.SG.M-NOM

DEF-PASS-PTCP.love.SG.M-NOM
The beloved man has arrived
(attributive adjective)

Attributive use is possible for the vast majority of PPs. In English it
becomes difficult for some verbs that are associated with additional
arguments beyond a direct object. For example He brought me some
food but *The brought food was very tasty; He placed the books on
the desk but *The placed books were rather dull. However They
donated food to charity does allow The donated food was helpful. In
problem instances of that type, English requires the adjective or PP
to keep its complement and be placed after the noun head. Arabic,

where the adjective or PP is already in that position, can
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accommodate complements in situ (see the Arabic and its translation

in 7).

(7) al-kutub-u al-ma-wquf-ah Cala
at-tawilat-i

DEF-book.PL.M-NOM  DEF-
PASS.PTCP.place.SG-F-ACC on
DEF-table.SG-F-GEN

The books placed on the desk

Predicative to subject noun

(8)

a. t. taawilat-u ma-hgiizat-un
DEF-table.SG-F-NOM INDEF-

PASS.PTCP.reserve. SGNOM

The table is reserved

(predicative adjective)

b. I-bint-u ma-hziiz-at-un
DEF-girl.SG-F-NOM INDEF-PASS-PTCP.
gain/ win/obtain S-F-NOM

The girl is lucky

(predicative adjective)
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c. l-ra?is-an ma-wgud-
an

DEF-president. M-DUAL-NOM INDEF-PASS-
PTCP. find-DUAL.M-NOM
The two presidents are present

(predicative adjective)

In (8) it is seen that both English and MSA allow PP in predicative
position after ‘be’ in present tense, although that verb is absent in
MSA. Arabic however requires agreement of the adjective with the
subject in gender, number and case but not definiteness.

Here below, (9) demonstrates the presence of both an attributive
adjectival use of the PP modifying a subject along with the presence
of yet another PP functioning as the structure’s predicative adjective.
Since the subject nominal is generic and plural, following a specific
unexpected agreement rule of MSA, both PPs in their respective

attributive and predicative adjectival functions display sgf inflection.

)

1-binay-at-u l-ma-hgiir-at-u
da?im-an ma-skiin-at-un

DEF-building-PL-F-NOM DEF-PASS.PTCP-haunt-SG-F-
NOM  always-ACC INDEF- PASS.PTCP-abandon-SG-
F-NOM

Haunted buildings are always abandoned
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The predicative context however does not in MSA distinguish
clearly between adjectives and nouns, so for the present purpose of
showing that PP can be adjectives the attributive context is crucial.
E.g. in tilka al-marfatu tabibah ‘That woman is a doctor’ the
predicative noun exhibits the same agreement with the subject noun
as does a predicative adjective or participle. In English, by contrast,
the indefinite article signals that a noun rather than an adjective is
the predicative complement in such sentences.

A critical consideration arises (both in Arabic and English) in the
predicative examples, which is that often they allow an event as well
as a state interpretation, and only the latter is typical of adjectives. It
depends upon the wider context of utterance. E.g. 8a could be said
by a man to his wife about a meal out that they will have together. It
refers to the table as being in a state of having been reserved for that
occasion — a state that would very likely last for some days between
the booking and the eating (adjectival use). However, it could also
be in a report of a police surveillance of a restaurant where some
criminals are expected to meet. Via camera, an agent has to record
all relevant events, and one of those is the moment when someone
comes in and arranges to reserve the table. ‘The table is reserved’
there reports the action of reserving happening at a particular
moment in time (verbal use).

The syntactic indicators of the verbal use will be elaborated in a later
section. Here we may note what Fassi-Fehri (1993, 2012) and
Hallman (2017) have to say about adjectival use. Both engaged in
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discussions on the internal lexical semantics associated with
participle forms in MSA and Syrian Arabic respectively, particularly
in predicative position.

Fassi Fehri argues for Arabic, as others have stated for English, that
PPs are very likely to function as adjectives, which typically have a
state meaning, even though they may be derived from non-stative
verbs, i.e., ones that are dynamic or eventive, like ‘put’ or ‘open’ in
the examples below. The PP as adjective however always has a state
meaning, regardless of any aspectual meaning inherent in the verb it
is formed from (state, dynamic, change-of-state etc.). The PP of
‘love’ which denotes a state is stative ‘loved’, but the PPs of ‘roll’ or
‘open’ which do not denote states are also stative.

In turn, Hallman’s focus concerns the detailed kind of state that
emerges in a PP. He argues that passive participles that are derived
from stative verbs such as the ones in (10) provided from MSA have
a simultaneous and punctual reading (e.g. ‘in a state of being
loved/known’), while passive participles derived from eventive
verbs have a past-shifted reading, as in (11) (e.g. ‘in a state of having

been opened/put on the stove’).This is a subtle distinction, but the

same in English and MSA.

(10)

a. nawal z-zgbi ma-hbub-e ktir
nawal Zoghbi  PASS-PTCP.love-SG-F alot

Nawal Zoghbi is well loved
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b. g-gawab ma-Srif
DEF-answer.SG.M PASS-PTCP.know-SG.M

The answer is known

(11)
a. l-gawe ma-htiit-a Ca n-
nar

DEF-coffee.SG.M PASS-PTCP.put.SG-F on

DEF-fire.SG.M
The coffee is put on the table

My translation: The coftee is located on the stove (i.e. in a state of
having been put there some time before)

b. $-Sibbak ma-ftih
DEF-window.SG.M PASS-PTCP.open.SG.M

The window is opened (i.e. in a state of having been opened some
time before)

Syrian Arabic: Hallman (2017, pp 162-163)

It is notable that an example like 11b (both in Arabic and English)
can also have a fully verbal dynamic or event interpretation if
accompanied by adverbs like ‘suddenly’, ‘immediately’ (see later

section).
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It is also important to realise that dynamic verbs like ‘put’ and ‘open’,
in adjectival PP use with state meaning, can still be accompanied by
any complements that they may habitually take as verbs, such as
prepositional phrases (see 1la; 12b, 12d), thus constituting an
adjectival phrase not just a single word adjective.

This all entails that the aspectual readings that associate with the PP
in the above predicative structures show that their function can be
purely adjectival.

A further sign that a predicative PP is adjectival rather than verbal
can be not just the ‘state’ meaning and lack of adverbs that would
prompt an event reading, but that it is difficult to think of a possible
event reading at all. In the following examples (12) the PPs, although
most easily translated as stative, all have the form of passive
participles. However, since the verbs they are formed from have

inherently stative meanings, it is quite hard to imagine an eventive

meaning.
(12)
a. kan-a zayd-un ma-gniin-
an
be.PFV.3SG.M-ACC Zayd-NOM PASS-

PTCP.be.mad.SG.M-ACC
Zayd was mad (i.e. in a state of having been made to be mad)

b. kan-a al-ragul-u ma-
slilan
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be.PFV.3SGM-ACC DEF-man.SG.M-NOM
PASS-PTCP.afflict. PL-ACC
The man was afflicted with T.B

c. kan-a al-nisa?u ma-
Sduhat-in
be.PFV.3SG.M-ACC DEF-woman.PL-F-NOM

PASS-PTCP.emaciate.PL-F-ACC

The women were emaciated

d. Kan-a mila$-an biha

be.PFV.3SG.M-ACC PASS-PTCP.fond. ACC
with-3SG.F-GEN

He was fond of her

MSA:Saad (2019, p. 3)

e Appearance as a predicative complement of certain verbs act,
become, look, remain, seem, and sound
As mentioned by Wasow (1977) for English, and also useful for
MSA, a better diagnostic for participles as adjectives than occurring
as a predicative complement of ‘be’ is use as a complement of
becoming, and appearing verbs which in MSA take a subject in the
nominative case and non-verbal (adjectives, participles, nouns)
predicative complement in the accusative case (case not marked in
English). The reason is that ‘be’ (whether overt as in English or zero
as in Arabic in the present tense) takes almost any part of speech as
complement while the other verbs are limited to adjectives and, in

Some Cascs, nouns.
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In fact it is not easy in either language to find a verb that only takes
adjectives and no nouns at all as possible complements. For example
‘become’ allows nouns of profession like ‘doctor’; and ‘seem’ allows
descriptive nouns like ‘idiot’. Hence the perfect single test for

adjective status remains elusive in both languages.

(13)
a. l-ta-Sassub-u l-qabili-u ?sbah-
a ma-rfud-an
DEF-tribal-NOM DEF-fanaticism-NOM
become.PFV.3SG.M-ACC PASS-PTCP. reject.SG.M-
ACC

The tribal fanaticism became rejected

b.?asbah-a l-ragul-u ma-
Criuf-an/ maShiir-an
become-SG.M-ACC DEF-man.SG.M-NOM PASS-

PTCP. proclaim.SG.M-ACC
The man became known/ famous

c.bat-a 1-?amr-u/l-wad?-u ma-
ghul-an
become-SG.M-ACC DEF-matter/situation.SG.M-NOM

PASS-PTCP.not know.SG.M-ACC
The matter/situation became unknown

e.zall-at il-bin-t-u ma-
wgid-at-an
become.SG.F-NOM DEF-girl-SG-F-NOM PASS-

PTCP. find present.SG-F-ACC
The girl remained existing
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¢ Occurrence with Gradability markers
Another property typical of the adjectival category (but not verbs or
nouns) in both Arabic and English, even if it is not necessarily the
case that all adjectives display this feature, is the fact that this
category is able to associate with the semantic property of
gradability. Thus many adjectives have non-absolute meaning and
this can seen syntactically in their ability to be modified by a degree
expression or degree modification. This is true of PP that function as
adjectives. As demonstrated through the use of the ( ) (optional
brackets) in (14) below, whose use implies optionality, the degree
modification expression is shown to be able to precede or follow the

form that is being modified.

(14)
a. al-talib-at-u ma-whiib-at-un
(lil-gayat-i)

DEF-student.SG-F-NOM PASS-PTCP.gift.SG-F-
NOM to-DEF-extremely. GEN

The student is extremely gifted/talented

b. il-mudir-u ma-Sgul-un
(gidd-an)

DEF-director.SG.M-NOM PASS-
PTCP.occupy.SG.M-NOM very. ACC

The director is very busy

c. l-wad?-u ma-ghiil-un
(tamam-an)
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DEF-situation.SG.M-NOM PASS-
PTCP.not _know.SG.M-NOM completely
The situation is unknown completely/ totally

However, there are also PPs with an absolute meaning that do not
allow such forms, such as captured or painted in English: *the door
was extremely painted; *the soldiers were very captured.

e Occurrence in Comparative and superlative expressions
Gradability is also necessary for entering into the standard kind of
comparative/superlative construction in Arabic (or English), where
entities labelled by nouns are compared with respect to degree of an
adjectival property/state. In Semitic linguistics, it is well known that
comparative adjectives are constructed inflectionally through the use
of a particular morphological pattern, namely: ?ccac, such that from
the root /twl/, the elative form: Patwal is derived. This form results
in the formation of comparative and superlative forms with different
syntactic and semantic properties (Versteegh (2007); Hallman
(2022)). This so-called elative form is restricted to occur only with
triliteral adjectives (i.e., with adjectival forms derived out of a
triconsonantal root), and is additionally an invariable sgm form. An
elative adjectival form is followed by prepositional phrases headed
by min ‘from’, which is used to express the standard of comparison.
Ryding states that “certain qualities, attributes, or descriptors do not
fit into the pattern-change paradigm for comparative and superlative
meanings. For example, nisba adjectives and the active and passive

participles functioning as adjectives from the derived verb forms (II-
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X) have extra consonants or vowels as part of their essential word
structure, so they cannot shift into the 2affal pattern without losing
some of their identity and meaning”. (2005, p. 249).

PPs, then, unlike regular adjectives, cannot be morphologically
constructed within the elative pattern, since they are themselves
bound within a particular morphological template, as identified at
the start of this section. Consequently, they cannot make an elative
form. However, they can still form part of a comparative/superlative
structure by making use of a periphrastic formation that involves the
use of the elative form of katir ‘much, a lot’, namely, Zaktar
following the PP, while taking a prepositional phrase as its
complement.

This situation is in fact mirrored in English where the inflected
comparison with -er and -est cannot be applied to PPs. The existence
of the PP suffix -ed seems to block the addition of comparative -er
and superlative -est even on words that are quite short (and gradable
in meaning) so in other respects would be expected to take the
inflected comparison: *boreder, *scaredest. Instead, the periphrastic
forms with more and most are used, as in (15): they are again the

comparative and superlative forms of much.

(15)

a. l-walad-u ma-whiub-un
Paktar- u min ?ab-1-ah
DEF-boy.SG.M-NOM PASS.PTCP-gift.SG.M-

NOM more-NOM  from father-3SG.M-GEN

The boy is more talented/gifted than his father
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b. hiya ?aktar- u ma-s?iliyy-at-an
min-ka
she more-NOM PASS-PTCP.SG-
Fask/question-ACC  from-2SG.M-ACC
She is more responsible than you
MSA: Ryding (2005, p. 249)

Again there are of course exceptions in both languages that struggle
to compare at all in the standard way, due to non-gradability: e.g.
captured, ratified.
¢ Occurrence in adjectival construct state (ACS)

The final adjectival property PPs manifest in Arabic is their ability
to form the so-called adjectival construct, which is not exactly
paralleled in English. “The adjectival construct consists minimally
of any adjective or participle in construct with a noun which specifies
the degree or manner of the property expressed by the adjective" (Al-
Sharifi and Sadler, 2009, 27). This phenomenon has been discussed
for MSA by (Bardeas (2009); Fassi-Fehri (1999); Kremers (2005)
and Al-Sharifi and Sadler (2009)) and recently in Alzahrani (2019)
and Almalky (2021) for Hijazi Arabic. The adjectival construct in
MSA is composed of a [-def] adjective followed by a [+def] noun in
the genitive with strict adjacency between them, very much as is the
case of nominal construct state formations. Together they make an
adjective phrase capable of occurring in the usual locations for

adjectives as described above.
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The nearest English equivalents the old-fashioned pattern Adj + of +
noun (not explicitly definite, but arguably understood as definite)
e.g. fair of face, hard of heart, light of touch, fleet of foot. Today that
is limited to a few fixed expressions that are still used, none of which
feature a PP. E.g. there is no *broken of heart. English more often
expresses the same meaning using with (a) Adj N: e.g. with fair hair,
with a light heart. That syntactic pattern is fully productive so admits
attributive PP, e.g. with a broken heart, with stored energy. A third
pattern is also popular in much the same meaning though it is lexical
and not fully productive: an adjective phrase pattern with -ed on the
noun (so not the PP -ed) e.g. hard-hearted, light-touched, red-haired,
bare-headed, open-minded. That extends to include a few with PPs:
broken-hearted, dyed-haired. This last pattern will be used below to
translate some key examples even though few exist in English.

In fact the ACS is not available with all adjectives or PPs in MSA
either although it is more common than its nearest equivalent in

English. ACS examples with adjectives are seen in (16 and 17 a,b)

and with PP in (18).
(16)
a. Cala nar-in mutawassitat-i l-hararat-i
on fire-GEN medium-GEN DEF-heat-GEN

On a medium-hot fire
MSA: Ryding (2005, p. 254)

b. ?imra?-at-un gamil-at-u l-wagh-i
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woman-F-NOM beautiful-SF-F-NOM DEF-face-GEN
a woman with a beautiful face

Almalky (2021) has demonstrated that while adjectival constructs
exist in Hijazi Arabic as in (17a,b), active participle forms can also

participate in such constructions, as shown in (17c¢).

(17)

a. Saxs tayyib I-
galb
INDEF-person.SG.M  INDEF-kind.SG.M DEF-
hear.SG.M

a kind-hearted person
Hijazi Arabic: (Almalky, 2020, p. 34)

b. Sift walad hafi 1-
agdam
see.PFV.ISG  boy.SG.M.INDEF  bare.SG.M DEF-
foot.SG.M

I saw a barefoot boy
Hijazi Arabic: (Almalky, 2020, p. 247)

c. rafi€ ar-ras
holding high DEF-head
holding his head (up) high
Hijazi Arabic: (Almalky, 2020, p. 247)
A parallel behaviour is here also shown to be allowed in MSA with

the use of PPs. In (18), a [-def] PP forms an adjectival construct with
an adjacent [+def] noun. The result is a newly-formed phrase with
an adjectival (or even nominal) function and meaning. This
construction is in fact very common and used with a number of
idiomatic meanings in this variety.

(18)

a. ma-ghul-u I-huwiyyat-i
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PASS-PTCP.not_know.SG.M-NOM DEF-identity.SG-F-
GEN

With an unknown identity
b. ma-rfuS-u al-ra?s-i
PASS-PTCP.raise.SG.M-NOM DEF-head.SG.M-GEN
‘raised headed’ 1i.e., esteemed
c. ma-fdim-u l-zamur-i
PASS-PTCP.block.SG.M-NOM DEF- conscience.SG.M-
GEN

‘blocked conscienced’ i.e. with no conscience, unscrupulous

Although these examples superficially resemble nominal construct
state examples, which also often have an indefinite PP shape (used
as a noun) followed by a definite noun in genitive case (if marked),
there are two key differences. First, the meaning is different. In
nominal CS the second noun ‘possesses’ the first, which very often
in reality means the referent of the second causes or affects that of
the first: e.g. food leads to expenditure in masrif-u al-?akal-1, Neom
requires something planned (a project) in masri$-u nium-i. However
in adjectival CS the relationship is more that the referent of the
second gives the object affected by the verbal action underlying the
adjectival PP: e.g. the head is what is raised in (18b). The second
test is also important, which is that only adjectival CS and not
nominal CS can occur in the key position for adjectives, i.e.

attributively after a noun.
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3.2 Verbal use of pass.ptcp

As noted earlier, according to Brustad (2000), active and passive
participles in formal Arabic exhibit more adjectival and nominal
usage (see also Fassi-Fehri (1993, 2012)) where (regardless of
whether the root verb is stative or dynamic) they denote states. By
contrast, “[iJn spoken Arabic, however, participles maintain a
primarily verbal function” (Brustad, 2000 p. 162), where they can
(in predicative position) denote events and actions. She is however
referring here to active rather than passive participles. Therefore we
turn now to whether PPs in MSA possess any truly verbal functions,
such as it is well known they do in English. In doing so a range of
criteria will be applied, analogous to those used above for adjective
uses of PPs.

First, however, it must be noted that, independent of PPs, and quite
unlike English, MSA possesses a full set of passive inflected forms
of lexical verbs, parallel to the active ones, across person, number,
gender, tense and aspect and other variables. These verb forms do
not involve a PP but occur in the same position as that discussed
above for ‘be’ or ‘seem’ etc., or zero copula + PP. They express finite
event meanings, unless the meaning of the verb is inherently stative,
like ‘love’ or ‘*know’. The examples in (19) parallel those in (12) and,
because the verbs in these examples do themselves have a stative
meaning, the inflected passive verbal meaning in these cases is very

similar to that of the adjectival PP versions in (12).

A systematic contrastive study of the word class status of passive

participles in English and MSA

YA




(19)

a. gunn-a zayd-u
mad.PFV.3SG.M-ACC Zayd-NOM
Zayd was possessed; maddened

b. sull-a al-ragul-u
afflict. PFV.3S.M-ACC DEF-man.SG.M-NOM
The man was afflicted with tuberculosis

c. duhil-at al-nisa?-u
emaciate.PFV.3SG-F-ACC DEF-woman.PL.M-NOM
The women were emaciated

d. ?-ulif-a bi-ha
3-enamore.PFV.SG.M-ACC with-GEN-3SG-F
He was enamored (fond) of her
MSA:Saad (2019, p. 2)

However, often the verb has a process, action or actiontresult
meaning that makes an eventive meaning more plausible for the
finite inflected form (non-PP). In (20), (a), the PP version, is more
likely to express the resulting state arising from the window having
been opened at some time in the past, while (b), the finite inflected
verb version, describes the event of opening happening at some point

in time related to the moment of speaking.

(20) 11b
a. S$-Sibbak ma-fta-uh
DEF-window.SG.M PASS-PTCP.open.SG.M

The window is opened

ibbak-a

7214
7214

b. ya-ftaha-u
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open.IMPFV.3SG.M-NOM P DEF-window.SG.M-
ACC
The window is opened

In English of course there are no passive inflected lexical verb forms:
the passive involves auxiliary verbs with the PP which together have
to cover all possible verbal eventive passive tense and aspect
meanings, as well as the adjectival stative ones in predicative
position.
¢ Finite characteristics such as tense marked by auxiliary verbs

The main distinguishing feature of a PP’s verbal use involves
inflectional markers of finiteness. PPs differ from typical verbs both
in English and Arabic in being primarily non-finite, which means
their morphological shapes do not express any tense and person
features. In fact, Holes (2004, p. 142) argues that “the participles
have no fixed time reference: this has to be interpreted from the
context". At the same time, Brusted (2000, p. 142) argues that:
“When used verbally, participles are tenseless, but carry aspect". We
can certainly say that they carry voice, since that distinguishes AP
from PP, and that is bound up with the imperfective vs perfective
distinction. In Arabic AP is active imperfective, PP is passive
perfective.

If a PP is to be used in finite verb uses, then, whether in Arabic or
English, it has to be accompanied by an additional verb or adverb of

some sort that is marked for the missing features (especially tense),
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or occur in a context where it is pragmatically implicated what time
is involved or indeed whether a state or event is described.

We have already seen when discussing PP as adjectives that they
very often appear in predicative position in copular sentences where
in the present tense there is no overt copula ‘be’ verb. Tense is
therefore understood as present (the unmarked value), and together
with the perfective passive PP meaning, that often yields an
interpretation ‘currently (in a state of having been) V-ed’. E.g. The
children are loved; The bridge is broken.

However, as we saw in the account of adjective uses, a verbal
eventive interpretation may also be possible on the lines of ‘being
V-ed at some specific time’. This in MSA could be expressed with
a pattern of finite verb inflection . However it may also be achieved
as in English in examples with predicative PPs where an auxiliary is
present to make the time clearer, and therefore frame what is
described as likely an event rather than a state detached from time.
In (21a) we see this where kana is used to express the past tense of
copula ‘be’ overtly. Often the particle sa- is used to indicate future

time (21b). This encourages the verbal reading of example (21a) like

these of Ryding:
(21)

a. Kan-a I-dawr-u ma-ktub-an
fi  talatat-i masahid-a faqat
DEF-be.PFV.3SGM DEF-role-NOM PASS-
PTCP.write.SG-F-ACC in three.PL-F-GEN scene.PL.M-
GEN only

The role was written into three scenes only.
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(2005,p. 278)

b. s-sayyar-a-u sa-ta-kiin-u
ma-Shiinat-an min
2amrika
DEF-car-SG-F-NOM FUT-3SGEF-

be.IMPFV-NOM PASS.PTCP-import.SG-F-
ACC from America

The car will be imported from America

The effect here is however only probabilistic. Thus we are likely to
interpret 21b (whether in Arabic or English) as describing a future
event when the car is imported. However it cannot be ruled out that
we are describing a future state that will exist when the car will be
in a state of having been imported.
¢ Adverbial modification

The other common indicator of verbal PP use is cooccurrence with
certain adverbs. As might be expected, time-related adverbs such as
‘recently’ or ‘at 6 pm’ or ‘yesterday’ (18b) tend to prompt the verbal
interpretation (action at a specific time) in both English and MSA.
However, interestingly, many manner adverbs in general such as
‘carefully’ also have this effect. This is presumably because many
such adverbs describe how an action is performed rather than the

nature of a state.
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(22)

a. l-bada?iSf-u ma-rmiy-at-un
bi?Thmal-an f1 1-8ariS-1
DEF-good.PL.M-NOM PASS-PTCP.throw.SG-F-
NOM with-carelessly-GEN in-DEF-street.SG.M-
GEN
The goods are thrown carelessly in the street

b. s-sayy arat-u kan-at ma-§ that-
an min Pamrika  bi-l- 2ams-I
DEF-car.SG-F-NOM  be.PFV.3SG-F-ACC PASS-
PTCP.import.SG-F-ACC from America  with-

yesterday-GEN

The car was imported from America yesterday

c. l-lahm-u ma-Swi-un
beSenaee-atn
DEF-meat-NOM PASS-PTCP.grill/roast. SG.M-NOM
carefully. ACC

The meat is grilled/roasted carefully
e Co-occurrence with min+agent or similar

In English, by+agent or with+ instrument mostly occur with verbal
not adjectival PPs. One of the diagnostics for verbal PPs applied in
other languages is therefore that they can be modified by such
phrases in predicative occurrence. In Arabic this works for phrases
with preposition min or bi or the like, where the noun is in the
genitive case.

(23)

3.“&\.«?’,&\5 ;\.y\,.a:ﬂ\ e}w\ pivJ
(d}zﬂ\ ;}\) 21446 X 3) OM\} EJW) sl


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_stop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_pharyngeal_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_stop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_pharyngeal_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_pharyngeal_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_stop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_stop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiceless_pharyngeal_fricative
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voiced_pharyngeal_fricative

a. kan-t 1-qasidat-u ma-ktibat-an

bi-qalam-i 1-8agir-i I-maSru-
1/l1-ma-Shiir-i
be.PFV.3SG.M DEF-poem.SG-F-NOM PASS-

PTCP.write.SG-F-ACC  with-pen-SG.M-GEN DEF-
poet.SG.M-GEN  DEF-PASS.PTCP.known/famous-GEN

The poem has been written by the well-known/ famous poet

b. 1-balta-t-u ma-mnuhat-un
min gibal-i  1-huktimat-I li- tullab-
I kaffat-an

DEF-scholarship.PL-F-NOM PASS-PTCP.grant.SG-F-
NOM from by-GEN DEF-government.SG-F-
GEN  to-DEF-student.PL.M-ACC entire-ACC

The scholarship had been granted by the government for all

students

C. s-sayy arat-u ma-§ that-un min
?Pamrika bi-s-safin-at-i
DEF-car.SG-F-NOM PASS-PTP.import.SG-F-NOM
from America with-DEF-ship.SG-F-GEN

The car had been imported from America by ship
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d. I-binayat-u ma-bniyy-at-un
fala  yad-i xabir?-in Pamrikiyy-i
DEF-building.PL-F-NOM  PASS-PTCP.build.SG-F-GEN
on  hand-GEN expert-GEN  American-GEN

The buildings are built by American experts

e. 1-tagir-u ma-din-un

lil-buniik-1 bi-katir-in min 1-?amwal-i
DEF-merchant-NOM PASS-PTCP.indebet.SG-M-
NOM DEF-bank-GEN  with-many-ACC

from  DEF-money.PL.M.GEN

The merchant is indebted to the bank for a lot of money
4. Conclusion
The syntactic status and categorisation of participle forms has been
debated for a long time, both within English and, to a lesser extent,
Arabic linguistics. By concentrating on passive participle forms
specifically within MSA it has been shown that PPs, just as has
already been shown for active participle counterparts, can take on
both adjectival and verbal functions. Different syntactic behaviours
displayed by PPs were identified in order to help determine the
properties that can be attributed to each of the two identified
categories that PPs can belong to at the syntactic level. For the most
part the considerations ran parallel in both English and Arabic.
The following table 2 summarises the similarities and contrasts
found and reported in the above account. It is remarkable that, on

almost half of the points considered, MSA and English are in some
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sense the same. The effect is that very much that almost the same set
of criteria serves to distinguish between adjective and verb PPs in
the two languages.

Table 2. Summary of PP contrasts between English and MSA

Feature MSA English

Morphology | Affixation Prefix Suffix

Stem changes | Yes mostly regular | Yes irregular only
Noun use Productivity | Moderate Very low

Idiomaticity | Moderate-High Low

Reference All types Mostly definite generic

plural

Adjective Idiomaticity | Moderate Moderate
use Attrib before | No Yes

N

Attrib after N | Yes Yes with complement

Attrib Yes No

agreement

Predic zero Yes Yes

or be

Predic seem Most Most

etc

Predic Yes Yes

nonsubject

Predic Yes No

agreement

very Most Most

Comp/ Sup Most Most

productivity

Comp/Sup No No

inflected

Construct Yes No

state
Verb use Productivity | Moderate High

Idiomaticity | Low Low

Inflected Yes No

verb

competitor

Auxiliaries Yes kana, sa-ta-kuin | Yes, be, have

Adverbs Yes Yes

By/with etc. Yes Yes
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The adjectival properties were varied. They were essentially based
on the broad ability for PPs to display both attributive and
predicative behaviours, including the demonstration of the same
pattern of agreement as any other regular adjective. In the same vein,
as with other adjectives, the PP, when functioning as such, can be
modified by degree items and can substitute regular adjectives in
periphrastic comparative structure formations and in adjectival
construct constructions. Finally, the account of verbal properties
attributed to the PP concentrated on the features that signal an event
rather than a state meaning (at least probabilistically), such as
accompanying auxiliary verbs, adverbs and by-phrases.

While the study solely concentrated on syntactic cues with which to
identify the different syntactic categories PPs can belong to, aligning
PPs closer to their active counterparts, in future work there remains
a general need to also consider in more detail more semantic cues
and how these interact with or determine syntactic categorisation.
Furthermore the criteria to identify noun and possibly even adverbial

uses of PPs remain to be explored and incorporated.

3.“&\.«?’,&\5 ;\.y\,.a:ﬂ\ e}w\ pivJ
(d}zﬂ\ ;}\) 21446 X 3) OM\} EJW) sl



References

Abushunar, M. S. and R. S. Mahadin (2017). An autosegmental
analysis of Arabic passive participle of triliteral verbs. Arab
World English Journal (AWEJ) 8(2), 252-267.

Agius, D. A. and A. Harrak (1987). Auxiliary particles preceding the
imperfective aspect in Arabic dialects. Arabica 34(2), 164—
180.

Alharthy, F. (2021). Masdar constructions in Southern Saudi Arabic:
A Concise Reference. Ph.D. Thesis, University of Essex.

Aljohani, S. Bernhardt, K, and Davis, G. (2022). How adjectival can
a participle be?: Subsective gradience in English 2nd
participles. UK: Browns Books.
Almalky, A. G. (2021). The active participle in Hijazi Arabic: An
LFG Perspective. Ph. D. thesis, University of Essex.
Al-Raba’a, B. I. M. (2021). Active participles in jordanian arabic:
Categorial classification, syntactic derivation, and tense.
Brill’s Journal of Afroasiatic Languages and Linguistics
13(2), 380—422.

Alruwaili, S. (2019). Negation in Turaif Arabic: Not the last word.
Ph. D. thesis, University of Essex.

Al-Sharifi, B. and L. Sadler (2009). The adjectival construct in
Arabic. In Miriam Butt and Tracy H. King (Ed.), Proceedings
of the LFG09 Conference, Stanford, pp. 26—43. CSLI

Publications.

A systematic contrastive study of the word class status of passive

YYA

participles in English and MSA




Alzahrani, T. (2019). Floating and non-floating quantifiers in Hijazi
Arabic: an HPSG analysis. Ph. D. thesis, University of
Essex.

Bardeas, S. (2009). The Syntax of the Arabic DP. Ph. D. thesis, The
University of York.

Bhat, D. (1994). The adjectival category criteria for differentiation
and identification. The Adjectival Category, 1-309.

Biber, D., Johansson, S., Leech, G., Conrad, S. and Finegan, E.
(1999). Longman grammar of spoken and written English.
London: Longman.

Brustad, K. (2000). The syntax of spoken Arabic: A comparative
study of Moroccan, Egyptian, Syrian, and Kuwaiti dialects.
Georgetown: Georgetown University Press.

Camilleri, M. and L. Sadler (2019). The grammaticalisation of a
copula in vernacular Arabic. Glossa 4(1), 137.

Camilleri, M. and L. Sadler (2020). The grammaticalisation of an
auxiliary and a copula: The Arabic ‘sit’ participle. Journal of
Historical Syntax 4(6), 1-60.

Cuvalay-Haak, M. (2011). The verb in literary and colloquial
Arabic. Berlin: Walter de Gruyter.

Erwin, W. M. (2004). 4 basic course in Iraqi Arabic. Georgetown:
Georgetown University Press.

Fassi-Fehri, A. (1999). Arabic modifying adjectives and DP
structures. Studia Linguistica 53(2), 105-154.

3.“&\.«?’,&\5 ;\.y\,.a:ﬂ\ e}w\ pivJ
(d}zﬂ\ ;}\) 21446 X 3) OM\} EJW) sl



Fassi-Fehri, A. (2012). Key features and parameters in Arabic
grammar. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Gadalla, H. A. (2010). Syntactic classes of the Arabic passive
participle and how they should be rendered into English.
Babel 56(1), 1-18.

Hallman, P. (2017). Participles in Syrian Arabic. In H. Ouali (Ed.),
Perspectives on Arabic Linguistics XX1X. Amsterdam: John
Benjamins.

Hallman, P. (2022). Comparative constructions in Syrian Arabic.
Brill’s Journal of Afroasiatic Languages and Linguistics
14(2), 210-254.

Holes, C. (2003). Gulf Arabic. London: Routledge.

Kremers, J. (2005). Adjectival constructs in Arabic. Linguistische
Berichte (203), 331-348.

Mace, J. (2006). Basic Arabic workbook: For revision and practice.
New York: Hippocrene Books.

Massey, K. (2008). Intermediate Arabic for dummies. New Jersey:
Wiley Publishing.

Qafisheh, H. A., T. Buckwalter, and E. N. McCarus (1997). NTC's
Gulf Arabic-English dictionary. Chicago: NTC Publishing
Group Chicago.

Ryding, K. C. (2005). 4 reference grammar of Modern Standard
Arabic. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Versteegh, K. (Ed.) (2007). Encyclopedia of Arabic language and

linguistics, Volume 2. Leiden: Brill.

A systematic contrastive study of the word class status of passive

participles in English and MSA

YA«




Wasow, T. (1977). Transformations and the lexicon. In: P. Culicover,
A. Akmajian and T. Wasow (eds.), Formal syntax, 327-360.
New York: Academic Press.

Wright, W. (1974). A grammar of the Arabic language. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Wright, W. and C. P. Caspari (2011). 4 grammar of the Arabic
language. Cosimo, Inc.

Xrakovskij, V. S. (1988). Resultative and passive in Arabic. In V. P.
Nedjalkov (Ed.), Typology of resultative constructions, pp.
327-341. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Romanized references

Abushunar, M. S. and R. S. Mahadin (2017). tahlil dhatt lil-

musharakah al-salbiyah al-‘Arabiyah lil-af*al al-thulathiyah. Arab

World English Journal (AWEJ) 8 (2), 252-267.

Agius, D. A. and A. Harrak (1987). aljsymat al-Musa‘adah allati tsbq

al-janib ghayr al-kamil f1 al-Lahajat al-‘Arabiyah. arabyka 34 (2),

164-180.

Alharthy, F. (2021). Masdar constructions in Southern Saudi Arabic

: A Concise Reference. duktiirah. utrthat, Jami‘at isyks.

Aljohani, S. Bernhardt, K, and Davis, G. (2022). Kayfa yumkinu an

yakiin al-musharik Sifat? : al-Tadarruj al-far1 {1 al-talamidh al-Thant

bi-al-lughah al-Injiliziyah. al-Mamlakah al-Muttahidah : kutub

Brawn.

3.“&\.«?’,&\5 ;\.y\,.a:ﬂ\ e}w\ pivJ
(d}zﬂ\ ;}\) 21446 X 3) OM\} EJW) sl



Almalky, A. G. (2021). al-musharakah alnshth fi al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah al-Hijaziyah : manzir LFG. Risalat duktiirah, Jami‘at
isyks.

Al-Rabaa, B. I. M. (2021). al-hizbiytin alnshtwn fi al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah al-Urduniyah : al-tasnif alf’wy, al-ishtiqaq al-Nahwr,
waltwtr. Brill 's Journal of Afroasiatic Languages and Linguistics 13
(2), 380-422.

Alruwaili, S. (2019). nafy bi-al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah al-Tarif : laysat
al-Kalimah al-akhirah. Risalat duktiirah, Jami‘at isyks.

Al-Sharifi, B. and L. Sadler (2009). bina’ al-suffah bi-al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah. In Miriam Butt and Tracy H. King (Ed.), Proceedings of
the LFG09 Conference, Stanford, pp. 26-43. CSLI Publications (bi-
al-lughah al-Injiliziyah).

al-Zahrani, t. (2019). Muhaddidat kammiyah ‘a’mh wa-ghayr ‘a’mh
bi-al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah al-Hijaziyah : tahlill HPSG. Risalat
duktiirah, Jami‘at isyks.

Bardeas, S. (2009). The Syntax of the Arabic DP (bi-al-lughah al-
Injiliztyah). Risalat duktiirah, Jami‘at Yark.

Bhat, D. (1994). ma‘ayir al-fi’ah al-siddiqah lil-tamyiz wa-tahdid al-
huwiyah. al-fi’ah al-Musa‘adah, 1-309.

Biber, D., Johansson, S., Leech, G., Conrad, S. and Finegan, E.
(1999). Qawa‘id Linjman lil-lughah al-Injiliziyah almntwgh

walmktwbh. Landan : Linjman.

A systematic contrastive study of the word class status of passive

participles in English and MSA

YAY




Brustad, K. (2000). tarkibat al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah almntwgh :
dirasah mugaranah ballhjat al-Maghribiyah wa-al-Misriyah wa-al-
Striyah walkwytyh. Jurj Tawin : Matba‘at Jami‘at Jtrj Tawin.
Kamylyry, im, wul. sadlr (2019). nahwiyah kwbwla bi-al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah al-‘ammiyah. jlwsa 4 (1), 137.

Kamylyry, im, wul. sadlr (2020). al-nahwiyah llmsa‘d wa copula :
Musharakat « al-jultis » al-‘Arabiyah. Journal of Historical Syntax 4
(6), 1-60.

Cuvalay-Haak, M. (2011). al-fi‘l bi-al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah al-
adablyah wa-al-‘ammiyah. Birlin : waltr D1 jrwytr.

Erwin, W. M. (2004). Dawrat dirasiyah asasiyah bi-al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah al-‘Iraqiyah. Jiirj Tawin : Matba‘at Jami‘at Jirj Tawin.
Fassi-Fehri, A. (1999). al-sifat al-mu‘addalah al-‘Arabiyah whyakl
DP. Studia Linguistica 53 (2), 105-154.

Fassi-Fehri, A. (2012). al-simat wa-al-ma‘ayir al-ra’isiyah f1 al-
qawa‘id al-‘Arabiyah. Amistirdam : Jiin bnjamyn.

Gadalla, H. A. (2010). Duris fi al-Musharakat al-salbiyah al-
‘Arabiyah wa-kayfiyat thwylha il4 al-lughah al-Injiliziyah. Babil 56
(1), 1-18.

Hallman, P. (2017). Partiships bi-al-lughah al-*Arabiyah al-Striyah.
Ouali (Ed.), Perspectives on Arabic Linguistics XXIX. Amistirdam :
Jiin bnjamyn.

Hallman, P. (2022). al-insha’at al-muqaranah bi-al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah al-Stirtyah. Brill 's Journal of Afroasiatic Languages and
Linguistics 14 (2), 210-254.

3.“&\.«?’,&\5 ;\.y\,.a:ﬂ\ e}w\ pivJ
(d}zﬂ\ ;}\) 21446 X 3) OM\} EJW) sl



Holes, C. (2003). al-*Arabiyah al-Khalijiyah. Landan : rwtlyd;.
Kremers, J. (2005). altrkybat al-siddigah bi-al-lughah al-‘ Arabiyah.
Linguistische Berichte (203), 331-348.

Mace, J. (2006). Basic Arabic workbook : for revision and practice.
Niytytrk : Hippocrene Books.

Massey, K. (2008). al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah al-mutawassitah lldma.
Niyt jyrsy : Wayili lil-Nashr.

Cafisheh, H. A., T. Buckwalter, and E. N. McCarus (1997). Qamiis
NTC al-‘Arabi al-Injiliz1 al-Khaliji. Shikaghti : NTC Publishing
Group Chicago.

Ryding, K. C. (2005). Qawa‘id Marji‘1yat lil-lughah al-‘Arabiyah al-
fusha al-hadithah. Kambridj : Matba‘at Jami‘at Kambrid;.
Versteegh, K. (Ed.) (2007). Encyclopedia of Arabic language and
longuistics, Volume 2. Lidin : Bril.

Wasow, T. (1977). al-tahawwulat wa-al-Mu‘jam. In : P. Culicover,
A. Akmajian and T. Wasow (eds.), Formal syntax, 327-360.
Niyiiytrk : al-Sihafah al-Akadimiyah.

Wright, dabliyii (1974). Qawa‘id al-lughah al-‘Arabiyah. Kambridj
: Matba‘at Jami‘at Kambrid,;.

Wright, W. and C. P. Caspari (2011). Qawa‘id al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah. Cosimo, Inc.

Xrakovskij, V. S. (1988). thaqafiyah wslbyh bi-al-lughah al-
‘Arabiyah. In V. P. Nedjalkov (Ed.), Typology of resultative

constructions, pp. 327-341. Amistirdam : Jun bnjamyn.

A systematic contrastive study of the word class status of passive

participles in English and MSA

YA¢




Chief Administrator
H .E Prof. Ahmed Salem Al Ameri

President of the University

Deputy Chiet Administrator
Dr. Nayef Mohammed Al-Otaibi

Vice President for Graduate Studies and Scientific R esearch

Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dhafer Mohammed Al-Qahtani
Professor of Psychology at Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic

University

Managing Editor
Dr. Asma Mansour Almusharraf
Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics at Imam Mohammad

Ibn Saud Islamic University



Editorial Board Members:
Dr. Joseph Francis Engemann

State University of New York at Buffalo

Dr. Daniel Bailey

Austin Bay State University

Dr. Andrea Rakushin Lee

Austin Bay State University

Prof. Zuhair Abdullah Al-Shehri

Department of History and Civilization at Imam Mohammad Ibn
Saud Islamic University

Prof. Haifa Yousef Al-Kandari

Department of Social Work, Kuwait University

Prof. Ali Aqleh Nejadat

Faculty of Mass Communication at Petra University

Prof. Sattam Saleh Al-Jawani

Department of Accounting at Tikrit University

Prof. Abdulrahman Muhammad Alhassan Ahmed
Department of Geography at Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University

Prof. Mohammed Lakhdar Qwaider Ruby

Department of Psychology, University of Bahrain

Dr. Saad Saeed Ribhan

Editorial Secretary



Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Introduction:
A quarterly, refereed scientific journal issued by the Deanship
of Scientific Research at Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University. It publishes research and studies characterized by
originality and novelty of thought, clarity and accuracy of
methodology, and proper documentation in the fields of
humanities, social sciences, psychology, media, administrative
sciences, and other disciplines.
Vision:
A leading scientific journal dedicated to publishing the scientific
output of researchers and scholars in various fields of humanities
and social sciences.
The Message:
The journal seeks to become a scientific reference for
researchers and students in the humanities and social sciences by
publishing high-quality, peer-reviewed studies that
demonstrate originality, excellence, and rigor following
international professional standards. It also aims to foster
scholarly communication among faculty members and
researchers in these fields, contributing to the advancement of

both the academic environment and society in Saudi Arabia

and the Arab world.


https://imamjournals.org/index.php/jshs/index

Objectives:

1. Contribute to the development and application of
humanities and social sciences while enriching the Arab library
by publishing theoretical and applied research in various fields.
2. Seeking to obtain high-quality research that is more relevant
to the contemporary and future realities of the Arab world.

3. Provide an opportunity for intellectuals and researchers to
publish the product of their scientific and research activities,
especially those related to the Arab environment.

4. Exchange of scientific production and knowledge at the
regional and global levels.

5. Encourage research that emphasizes diversity, intellectual
openness, and methodological rigor, while drawing on all
available sources of sound scientific thought, both
contemporary and historical, whether local or global.

6. Highlight new research trends in different fields.



Publication rules
The journal publishes scientific research according to the
tollowing publishing rules:
First: General conditions for submitting the research:
1. The research must be characterized by originality and
innovation, with academic and methodological rigor.
2. It must be accurate in documentation and citation.
3. It should be free from linguistic and typographical errors.
4. It should not have been previously published, or submitted for
publication elsewhere, in any language.
5. Adherence to scientific integrity, recognized methodologies
and accepted tools and techniques in the field.
6. If the research is collaborative, the names of all contributing
researchers should be mentioned, along with a clear indication
of each researcher's role, and their consent should be provided
via a publication consent form.
7. The name(s) of the researcher(s) should not be explicitly
mentioned in the body of the research, with the terms
"researcher” or "researchers' used instead of personal names.
8. The research should not exceed 50 pages in A4 format,

including appendices, tables, and references.



9. Submitting the research to the journal signifies
acknowledgment of compliance with all the journal's publication
rules.

10. Submitting the research also confirms that the author fully
owns the intellectual property rights to the work.

Second: Application Procedures:

1. The researcher submits their application through the
electronic platform of the Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University (https://imamjournals.org)

2. The researcher must fill in all required fields in the research
submission form on the platform.

3. Attach two versions of the research: one in Word format and
the other in PDF format, without the researcher's personal
information.

4. Attach a separate page that includes (research title, researcher
name, degree, university where the researcher works, college,
department, e-mail, and mobile number).

5. Attach two abstracts in Arabic and English, each not exceeding
(250 words) with keywords related to the topics covered in the
research, not exceeding five words.

Third: Scientific Material:

1. Attach all images and illustrations related to the research,

ensuring they are clear and legible.


https://imamjournals.org/

2. Romanization of Arabic sources and references to English
letters.

3. The research should follow the order of the following
sections: introduction, problem and its questions, objectives,
significance, limitations, terminology, theoretical framework
and previous studies, methodology and procedures, results and
discussion, conclusion and recommendations, and references list.
4. References and citations should follow the American
Psychological Association (APA) 7th edition style, or use
footnotes.

5. References should be cited in the text by mentioning the
author’s last name, year of publication, and page number in
parentheses, arranged alphabetically by author’s last name. The
reference list at the end of the research should include the
author’s name, year of publication, title, place of publication,
and publisher.

6. The Arabic abstract must be translated into English by a certified
translator, with proof of certification attached, before receiving
confirmation.

7. The Arabic abstract will be evaluated.

8. The English abstract will be evaluated.

9. The research should include recent references from Scopus.

10. Scopus references should be listed twice: once in the main



references and once in a separate list titled "Scopus References"
to make it easier for the reviewer to access them.

Fourth: Arbitration Policy:

1. The editorial board conducts an initial examination of the
research and determines its eligibility for further review or
rejection. The researcher will be notified of the preliminary
decision to accept or reject the research for review within (10)
working days from the date of submission.

2. The peer review process is conducted in complete
confidentiality, without disclosing the names of the researchers
or the reviewers.

3. At least two reviewers, who are experts in the subject matter
of the research, are assigned to evaluate the research.

4. Reviewers must excuse themselves from reviewing the
research if it is outside their area of expertise or if they lack
sufficient experience in the subject.

5. Reviewers must respond to accept or reject the review request
within five days of receiving the invitation letter.

6. If the two reviewers provide conflicting recommendations
regarding the acceptance of the manuscript, a third reviewer will

be appointed.



7. The peer review process should take no more than 30 days
from the date the research is submitted until the reviewers’
comments are sent to the researcher.

8. For the research to pass the review, the score of each reviewer
should not be less than 85 points.

9. The researcher is required to review the comments provided
by the reviewers and make the necessary revisions within 20 days
from the date the comments are sent. The journal has the right
to reject the research if the researcher fails to comply within the
given time frame.

10. The researcher will be informed of the acceptance or
rejection of the research.

11. Reviewers must ensure their feedback 1s detailed according
to the approved review template, avoiding general assessments,
and direct their comments to the research itself rather than the
researcher.

12. If the reviewer identifies plagiarism or citation issues in the
research, they are required to point out the sections where
plagiarism or improper citation occurred, along with evidence
supporting this claim.

13. The editorial board retains the right to withhold the reasons

tor rejection if the research is not accepted.



Fifth: Publication of the research:

1. The researcher commits in writing not to publish the research
in any other publication outlets without written permission from
the journal.

2. The researcher must format the research according to the
journal’s approved template for publication:
https://imamjournals.org/index.php/jshs/libraryFiles/dow
nloadPublic/96
https://imamjournals.org/index.php/jshs/libraryFiles/dow
nloadPublic/98

3. The researcher will be issued a letter of acceptance for
publication after fulfilling all the journal’s publication
requirements.

4. Published research does not represent the views of the
university, but rather the opinion of the researcher himself, and
the university does not bear any legal responsibility for this
research.

5. All publishing rights are granted to the journal, and the
research cannot be published in any other print or electronic
platform without written permission from the editorial board.
6. The research will be published electronically on the Imam
Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University’s scientific journal

platform: https://imamjournals.org


https://imamjournals.org/index.php/jshs/libraryFiles/downloadPublic/96
https://imamjournals.org/index.php/jshs/libraryFiles/downloadPublic/96
https://imamjournals.org/index.php/jshs/libraryFiles/downloadPublic/98
https://imamjournals.org/index.php/jshs/libraryFiles/downloadPublic/98
https://imamjournals.org/

Sixth: Integrity and Scientific Honesty Policy:

1. The journal is committed to upholding intellectual property
rights and preventing any form of infringement on the ideas of
others.

2. The journal prohibits quoting more than 20% of the content
from other works, whether from the researcher’s own previous
works or from others.

3. If the research requires lengthy quotations that exceed 20%,
the researcher must provide a justification when submitting the
research on the platform.

4. A single quotation should not exceed 30 words and must be
enclosed in quotation marks, with a reference to the source.

5. The journal prohibits plagiarism, which involves creating a
new work or part of a work based on another work, whether
from the same author or a different one, with more than a
specific percentage of the research content.

6. The journal rejects any form of falsification, which involves
presenting misleading information or results or withholding
information that may affect the assessment of the research.

7. The journal rejects any form of plagiarism, which involves
claiming ownership of a work that belongs to someone else or

attributing results to oneself.



8. The editorial board of the Journal of Humanities and Social
Sciences at Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University
encourages individuals to report any plagiarism in published
research.

9. The editorial board of the journal has the right to withdraw
the research if it finds conclusive evidence of plagiarism,
unreliable data, duplicate publication, or unethical behavior.

10. The journal reserves the right to reject the publication of any
manuscript that violates principles of integrity and scientific

honesty.

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

To Contact the magazine
All correspondence to
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Social Humanities
Deanship of Scientific Research
Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University
Email: imsiujhss@imamu.edu.sa

www.imamjournals.org



