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The Influence of Using the Second Generation of E-Government Technology
on the Innovative Abilities of Government Employees in Dammam City in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Dr. Ja'far bin AHmad Al-Alwaan
Institute of Public Administration
Eastern Province Branch

Abstract:

The aim of this study is to determine the level of usage of the second
generation of e-government technology by Saudi government bodies and its
influence on the innovative abilities of employees (in terms of originality,
fluency, flexibility and sensitivity to problems) in Dammam city. To achieve
these objectives, the study uses the social survey method.

The study concludes that there is a high-level usage of the second generation
of e-government technology in government bodies in Dammam city. It also finds
that there is a statistically significant influence at the level of 5% of the second
generation of e-government technology usage on the four dimensions of
employees' innovative abilities (Originality, fluency, flexibility and sensitivity to
problems). In light of the results, the following recommendations can be made:
(1) the most important is the need for the institution to measure the usage level of
the second generation of e-government technology, as it diagnoses the current
situation of the relationship between the government body and this new
technology; (2) in addition, there is a persistent need for considering different
categories of beneficiaries as the major component for the inputs and outputs of
the second generation of e-government technology.

Keywords: innovation abilities, second generation of e-government
technology, originality, fluency, flexibility, sensitivity to problems.
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Towards an Objective Assessment of the Evolution of Islamic Banks

Dr. Abdullah Sulaymaan Abdul azeez Al-BaaHooth
Department of Economics College of Economics and Administrative Sciences
Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

This study aims to examine and evaluate Islamic banks after four decades of
banking business. To achieve this objective, the study provides a brief account of
the emergence and development of Islamic banks. Then, it presents the most
prominent achievements of Islamic banks indicating the challenges and obstacles
faced. Finally, it reviews and discusses the criticisms addressed to Islamic banks.

The results of the study confirm that Islamic banks are a real and effective
addition to the banking system in general as they play an important role in
serving the economies in which they operate. However, the achievements of
Islamic banks practically are less than expected and aspired to by their
stakeholders. There are imbalances and apparent shortcomings that do not
commensurate with the prestige, reputation, and capabilities of these banks.
Nonetheless, it should be emphasized that the reasons behind the imbalances and
shortcomings cannot be attributed to Islamic banks alone. The official regulatory
authorities together with the scientific and academic bodies share the blame as
well. On the other hand, there is a vital need for a supreme Sharia board in the

field of Islamic banking in particular, and Islamic finance in general.

Keywords: Islamic economy, Islamic banking, Sharia supervisory, financial

transactions, economic policies.
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Influential Factors in the Marketing Uses of Social Media

A Descriptive Study of a Sample of Saudi Charitable Foundations

Dr. Yaasir Bin Ali Al-Shihri
College of Media and Communication

Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

The study aims to analyze the influential factors in the marketing uses of
social media. The theory of global systems is used to explain the presence of a
new component in the administrative and technical systems in the modern
enterprise. A survey sample from Saudi charities is used. The data of the study
consist of all foundations and charitable organizations. A purposeful sample is
selected of the most profitable, oldest, and most experienced foundations.

The study concludes that the most technical factors affecting the marketing
uses of social media are (the easy use of these media, their accessibility at any
time, and the easiness for the public to use them). Meanwhile, the organizational
factors show a lack of written vision of the senior administration about the use of
social media, which has resulted in a number of problems. It has turned out that
the most influential environmental factors are the charities increasing interest in
using celebrities of social media and opinion leaders to support their projects,

and the increasing number of charitable organizations using social media.
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Maladaptive Cognitive Schemas and their Relationship with Depression and
Control Locus among Female Students of Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud
Islamic University in Riyadh

Dr. Ienas RamaDHaan Ibraaheem Al-MiSri
Assistant Professor Department of Psychology
College of Social Sciences

Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

The present study aims to investigate maladaptive cognitive schemas and
their relationship with depression and the internal-external locus of control
among female students of Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University in
Riyadh. The study sample consists of 235 female students. The researcher uses
raw data form, Young Schema Questionnaire-short form, Beck Depression
Inventory- Second Edition (BDI-II), and Rotter's Internal-External Locus of
Control Scale as instruments of the study.

The results show that there is a statistically significant correlation between
the domains of maladaptive cognitive schemas and the level of depression and
locus of control among university female students. Moreover, the results reveal
that there is a statistically significant correlation between depression and locus of
control. They also show that depression and the locus of internal-external
control among the university female students can be predicted through the
maladaptive cognitive schemas of the students. However, there are no
differences in the levels of maladaptive cognitive schemas between depression
and locus of control among the university female students in relation to the
difference in their social status. The researcher explains the results using the
theoretical framework along with previous studies.

Keywords: maladaptive cognitive schemas, locus of control, depression
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Stressful Life Situations and Their Relationship to Depression and Marital
Satisfaction among Female Married Administrators at Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn
Saud Islamic University

Dr. Turki MuHammad Al-UTayyaan
Associate Professor of Psychology
College of Social Sciences

Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University

Abstract:

The current study aims to examine the kind of correlation between stressful
life situations and each of depression and marital satisfaction among married
female administrators at Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University. The
study also conducts comparisons among the study sample participants in relation
to all the study variables, which are: stressful life situations, depression, and
marital satisfaction, in light of both variables of the number of years of marital
experience and the socio-economic status level (high/low). It is worth
mentioning that those who have been previously married and those who have no
children are excluded from the final study sample. The research problem is
formulated in the following questions: 1. What kind of correlation exists between
stressful life situations and depression among female married administrators at
Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic University in Riyadh? 2. What kind of
correlation exists between stressful life situations and marital satisfaction among
female married administrators at Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud Islamic
University in Riyadh? 3. Are there differences among the study sample
subgroups in stressful life situations regarding the variable concerning the
number of years of marital experience? 4. Are there differences among the study
sample subgroups in stressful life situations according to the socio-economic
status level? 5. Are there differences among the study sample subgroups in
depression according to the variable concerning the number of years of marital
experience? 6. Are there differences among the study sample subgroups in
depression according to the variable of socio-economic status level (high/low)?
7. Are there differences among the study sample subgroups in marital
satisfaction according to the variable concerning the number of years of marital
experience? Are there differences among the study sample subgroups in marital
satisfaction according to socio-economic status level (high/low)? A comparative
descriptive approach is used in this study. After analyzing the data statistically,
the study indicates a number of results. First, it shows a positive correlation and
statistically significant relationship between stressful life situations and
depression among female married administrators of the present study sample.
Second, it shows a negative correlation and a statistically significant relationship
between stressful life situations and marital satisfaction among female married
administrators of the present study sample at Al-Imam Muhammad Ibn Saud
Islamic University.
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